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INTRODUCTION

The Shell Key Preserve is located in the Gull of Mexico, immediately west of Tierra Verde
in southern Pinellas County (sce Figure 1), Tt includes a barrier island and several mangrove islands
as wcell as the suerounding seagrass beds and sand(fats, In the past, the barrier island consisted of
both Shelt Key and an unnamed key to the south. These two have since merged into one island
which 1s referred to as Shell Key for lhx;: purpeses of this document.  Many of the mangrove [stands
within the Shell Key Preserve are namﬂd,. such as God’s Island, Panama Key, Sawyer Key, Summer
Resort Key and Sister Key, although there are also a number of unnamed mangrove islands of
various sizes. The total size of the preserve is 1755 acres and Shell Key itself covers approximately
180 acres with a lincar distance of approximately 2.6 miles (northeast tip to sontheast tip, following
the center of the island).  The island, however, is very dynamic and has changed dramatically over
the years. Extensive seagrass beds lic to the east of Shell Key. Access 1o Shell Key is by boat only
aithough it may occasionally be accessed by swimmers or waders.

All of the Shell Key Preserve is located within Pinellas County. Hs southern boundary is
Bunces Pass. hnmediately south of the pass s the 1. DeSoto Park Aquatic Habitat Management
Area {managed by Pinellas County as a scagrass protection area) and [, DeSoto Park, a Pinellas
County park. The swirounding area to the north and cast of the preserve is heavily mbanized. To
the west is the open Gulf of Mexico. Figure 2 is the vicinity map and Figure 3 is an aerial
photograph of the pmséwe. A legal description of the area and any available deeds are included in

Addendurmn 1.
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The preserve is managed by Lhe Pinellas County Bourd of County Commissioners through
the Pinellas County Department of Environmental Management, Division of Environmental Lands,
Also key to the suceess of this plan is the involvement of local volunteers, such as the St Petersburg
and Na[ic;nal Audubon Societies which have been involved with the protection of birds on Shell Key
singe 1992, Techuical assistance is provided by the Flerida Fish and Wildiife Conservation
Comrnisston and the Floridg Pepartment of Environmental Protection. Enforcement is provided
primarily by the Pinellas County Sheriff's Departiment althongh the Florida Marine Patrol also has
jurisdiction.

Most of the land within the preserve is within public ownership. A large portion of the
property is owned by thé state of Florida and was acquired in 1845 from the 1. 8. Government as

savercign lands when Florida acquired statehood. The State-owned arcas are leased to Pinellas

Counly under Leasc No. 4228 (see Addendum 2) or placed under management agreement. The
remaining public properly belongs to Pinellas Counly and was acquired with endangered fands funds,
There are a few scatlered privately held lands within the preserve boundary and Pincllas County will
contirae to evaluate these for potential purchase. Figure 4 shows ownership within Lhe preserve.
The most unique feature of the preserve is Shell Key itselt, an undeveloped barricr island.
This typc of habitat has becormne extremety rare in 1torida and is eritical to the survival of a number
of wildlife species that depend on coastal systems. Some of the same natural features that attract
wildlife to Shell Key also attract thousunds of human visitors annually. In response Lo the
combination of heavy public and wildlife nses, Shell Key has been identified within the State as the
area “most inneed of conservation actions to protect wintering shorebirds” {Slnrandﬂl 1995, as well
as other wildlife groups. Conscqu.cnﬂy, public activitics arc alse addressed in the managemcnt plan.

Permilted uses arc primarily of a passive nature, related to the acsthetic, educational and public
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cojoyment of the area, although other compatible uses may be permitted in limited amounts.
Muanagement emnphasis is placed on chhancement of the natural ecosystems within (he She!l Key
Preserve, however, it also recognizes public uses which are consisient with the managetnent plan.

lmprovements within the preserve ave restricted to the minimum neccssary for ensuring
resource protection, enhancement and sustainabilily, while atfording jimited access, uscr safety, and
compatible public uses.

There are no legislative or executive directives that constrain the use of this properly other
than the lease agreement with the State of Florida which requires that the property be munaged “onby
for the conscrvation and protection of natural and historical resourees and for resource-based
public outdoor a{:tivitic.a: and education whick are compatible with the conservation and
protection of these public lands”, The lease also includes five specific conditions that establish
tl.m minimum standards for the management plan.

1. . The primary purposc ol the leasc shall be to ensure management compatible with the

prolection &nd conservation of wintering and nesting shotebirds.

2. The management plan shalt delincatc core areas for the protection of shorebirds
within the greater Shicll Key arca.

3. Critical bird habital within the core arca shall be posted to prohibit trespass and
minimize human disturbance to wintering, nesting, and migrating shorebirds. The
posted boundaries should remain flexible and refective of bird use and changes in
island geography and topography.

4. Pinellas County leash laws shall be enforced on Shell Key,

3. Beachraking and mechanical cleaning activities shall be prohibited during shorebird

ncsting seuson and turide nesting scason,

-7-



In addition to the lease requircraents, the area is subject to appropriate local, State and
Federal laws as well as the polictes of the Board of Trustees of the Internal Tmprovement Trust Fund
regarding state-owned lands and the Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners regarding

county-owned or managed propertties.

'PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF PLAN

This plan serves as the basic sta.term:ut of policy and direction for the administration of the
Shell Key Preserve, It ic[;:ntifics Lthe objectives, criteria and standards that guide each aspect of the
management of this ccosystem, and sets forth the specific management actions that will be
implemented to meet management goals. The plan shall mect the requirements of Section 253.034,
Florida Statutes, Chapter 18-2, Florida Administrative Code, and is intended w be consistent with
the Statc Lands Managenment Plan. No significant development and resource alfteration is planned,
however, any such activitics are subject to the granting of appropriate permits, easctnents, licenscs
and other required legal instruments.  Approval of the management plan docs not constitute an
excniption from complying with the rules and guridclines of appropriate Jocal, statc or federal
agencies. This plan also is intended to mcet the requirements for beach and shore preservitiod, as
defined in Chapler 161, Florida Statuies and Chapter 62B-33, Florida Adminiswative Code. The
plan also 1s consistent with Pinellas County’s adopted Compeehensive Plan approved pursuant to
Chaptor 163, Florida Statutes, and (his is confirmed in the report from the Pinellas County Local
Flanning Ageney which is included in Addendum 2.

The management plan consists of two intenelated components. The “Resource Managenent

Component” provides a detailed inventory and assessment of the arca’s natral and cultural

R



Iesources. Resource management problems and needs are jdentified, and specific managemaent
actions are prescribed. These cover issues such as wildlife protection, exotic species control, and
seagrass prolection. The "Public Use Compaonent™ is the plan for the types and levels of public
activities within the preserve. Existing public uses are reviewed and their compratibility wiih the
management of the site are discussed within this plan. Use of the property for mining, sitviculture,
range manageinent or other consunplive or commercial purposes, are not considered compalible
with the management plan. Exceptions to the commercial restriction, such as passive ecotourisin
operations, are cvaluated on a case-by-case basis for compatibility with the plan’s public nse and
resource prescrvation elements.

In the development of this plan, the mulliple-use management potential of the property was
analyzed and it was determined that the most appropriate management for the preserve was to
provide for resource protection and passive public outdoor use, Sceondary uses of ihe property may
be approved if (hey do not contlict with the public use and conservation purposes which the properly
is intended Lo serve.

The potcatial for generating rcvenue to enhance management also was analyzed. It was
determined that multiple-usc management activities would not be appropriate as a mcans of

generating revenues for land management.  Grants will be sought where appropriate.

MANAGEMENT PROGRAM OVERVIEW

Management Authority and Responsibility
The Pinellas County Department of Environmental Management, Division of Environmcntal
Lands, is charged with the responsibility of administering the Shell Key Preserve Management PLn.

In fact, the Department of Environmental Management created the Division of Environmental Lands

0.



for the purpose of managing important naturat arcas for their beneticial functions and for the public’s
enjoyment of those resources. The Shell Key Preserve is managed in accordance with these
principles.  The Division of Enviroumental Lands includes three sections - Tand Management,
Lducation and Research, and all three are utilized in managing the preserve. ‘This division currently
manages many cnvironmental lands within Pinellas County, such as the 8500-acre Brooker Creek
Preserve and the 1500-acre Weedon Island Preserve.

‘The Department of Environmental Management also includes the technical support of
several other sections that are involved in the implementation of this plan. Staff for the Pinellas
County Waler and Navigation Control Authority arc honsed within the samc Department and they
provide personnel cxpm‘it.:nc::d in coastal and submerged ecosystems. The Authority was created by
Special Act 31182, Laws of Florida, and brings i_ls powers to tlhis plan as well. In addition, the
-Dcpartmgnl of Environmental Management also incindes scetions that can assist with any permitling
required o implement this plan and sections that can assist with any watcr quality issues that may
arise, The Pinellas County Department of Real Estate Managentent also sﬁppnrb; this plan with statt
to rescarch and irnplement any land purchases and the Pinellas Counly Department of Coastal
Management within Public Works assists with the placcment of any signage or channel markers
within the watcrway. Decisions xegarding management of the preserve are made in accordance with
the resource management and publie use components of this plan. Concurrence from other ageneies,
such as the Florida Deparlment of Environmental Protection or the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservalion Commission, and other user groups, such as the St Petersburg or National Audubon

socicty and recreational boaters, will be sought where appropriate.
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Management Coordination

The Shell Key Preserve is managed by Pinellas County in accordance with this management
plan and all applicable Florida Statutes and administrative mles as welt as in conformance with
Pinellas County laws and policics for public Tands, The vast imajority of the preserve is within public
ownership, being owned by either Pincllas County or the Board of Trustees of the Inteinal
Improvement Trust Fund. Ageneies and groups having a role in the manapement of this arca are
discussed below.

The Florida Departiment of Environmental Proteclion approves this management pla.n and
all activities within the leascd areas oulside of the scope of the management ptan. The Florida Fish
and Wildlite Con:-:e.rval.ic-n Commission assists Pincllas County in delermintng and posling
appropriate houndaries of the core bird protection areas. Tn addilion, both above agencies provide
lechmical expertise ta assist in managing the preserve, The St. Petersburg and National Audubon
Societies currently assist in providing volunteer staffing and expertisc for the installation of signage
or barriers and the monitoring of the island. The Tampa Bay Estuary Program currently assists with
grant money [or seagrass signage {a projeet that was underway and subsequently delayed to coincide
wilh this management plan) and the Pinellas County Shetiff’s Department Marine Unitis the primary
agency for enforcement. The Florida Marine Patrol also has purisdiction within this area.. When
possible, other volunteer groups are solicited lor assistance in managing the preserve.

A great deal of emiphasis was placed on invelving all uscer groups in the drafting of this plan.
A lisi of groups and individusls represented on the original Shell Key Preserve Advisory Comumnitiee
is included in Addendum 3. This group was convened in order o assist with the drafling of a
managcment plan Lhat represents as many interests as possible. In order to summarize the progress

of the plan and the types of comments received, minutes fron: the committes meetings are included
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in Addendum 4 along with a chart summarizing the major issues addressed in the drafting of the
plan.

The Anclote Key State Prescrve Unit Management Plan, approved in 1998 by the State of
Florida, was used as a template {or the drafting of the Shell Key Preserve Management Plan, Due
to the similarity in ecosystems and uses, much of the information and format was taken from that
plan.  Approval of this management plan by the Trustees in no way waives the authority and/or
Jurisdiciion of any state or government entity that may have an interest in this project.

(ther Pesignations

The Shell Key Preserve is not designated as a Critical Wildlife Area as detined in Section
380.05, Florida Statutes. Tt was recommended for this designalion by staff of the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conscrvation Commission, however, it was decided to first attempt (o protect the natural
resources of the area through the Aquatic Preserve program and a management plan, The site lies

“campletely within the Boca Cie g;; Bay Aquatic Preserve which was designated as an aquatic preserve
under the provisions of the Florida Aquatic Preserve Act of 1975 (section 258.35, Florida Statutes).

Most of the waters within the prescrve are designated as Qutstanding Florida Waters,
pursuant to Chapter 62-302 Florida Administrative Code.  Administered by the Department of
Environmental Proteetion, this propram was created by Section 403,061, Florida Statutes, w address
water bodics that are “worthy of special protection because of their natural atiributes”,

The Land Use Map in the Pinellas County Comprehensive Plan identifics Sheli Kéy as d
Prescrvation Area to remain in essentially a natural state. In addition, the submerged lands within
the preserve are managed consistent with the laws and policies of the Fort DeSoto Aguatic [Eabitat
Manugement Arca where natural resource protection is the main objective, but where public uses

consistent with resource iniliatives are also allowed,
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Other significant land and water resoutrces exist in the vicinity of the preserve to the south
in FI. DeSoto Park and in the Ft. DeSoto Park Aquatic Management Area. ‘The Pinellas National
Wildlifc Refuge, managed by the U. 8. Fish and Wildlife Service, is within one mile east of the Shell
Key Preserve, however, the urbanized istand of Tierra Verde lies between it and Shell Key. The
acrial phiolograph in Figure 3, shows the resources immediately surrounding the preserve.

Optimum Bonndary

As additional needs are tdentified through use, development, and research, and as adjacent
land uses change on private propertics, modification of the preserve’s boundary may occur for the
enhancement of natural and cultural resources, public uscs and management efficicney. At this time,
there is no plan to extend the houndary for the Shell Key Preserve shown in Figore 3 and which is
currently believed o be the optimiim boundary for managing this arsa. This boundary was
established to provide for cohesive management of an ecologically sensitive area which has natural
boundartes from the mainland to the cast, Bunces Pass to the south and the Gulf of Mexico to the
west. The northern boundary is set by Collany Island and cxisting boaling channels. The preserve
is intended to border and complitnent the Ft, DeSoto Aquatic Habitat Management Area lo the south
and its boundaries were placed to allow for appropriate management of activities affecting the barricr
island and siwrrounding habitat and to accommodate changes in the geomorphology of Shell Key,

No surplus lands have been identificd within Lhe preserve.

Existing Use of Adjacent Lands

An assessment of the conditions that exist beyond the boundaries of the preserve can identify
any special development probleins {).r opportunitics that exist hucﬁusa of the arca’s unigue seliing
ot environment.  This also provides an opportunity to deal systematically with various planning

issues such as location, adjacent fand uses and the area’s interaction with other facililies,
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The adjoining portion of Tierra Verde to the east is developed with single-family residential
properties. At the north end of the preserve, there is commercial pmpe.rLy that is mostly
undeveloped at ihis time. This  includes an existing restawrant, Collany Island (a2 mostly
undeveloped isfand) and an undeveloped tract for which a high-and-dry marina is currently proposed.
North of this 15 the heavily wrbanized arcas of Ticrra Verde and Passe-a-Grille Beach, Qwerall,
Tierra Verde is heavily developed and consists mainly of single-family and multi-use residential
propertics wilh some commercially developed arcas. Two large marinas are located to the north of
the preserve. The southem boundary of the preserve is bordered by Bunces Pass and south of the
pass lies the It DeSolo Aguatice Manugamenf Area, a - large scagrass protlection zone managed by
Pinclias County. South cr;f this is I't. DeSoto Park, a Pincllas County Park, that contains an cxiremely
active boal ramp, campground and fishing piers. The park also has a strong historical clement. To
the west of Shell Key is the open Gulf of Mexico.

Within the preserve ilself, there is no development cxeept for a struclure on Panama Key that
houses the Pineltas Marine Institute. |

Planned Use of Adjacent Lands

Land uscs suerounding the preserve are not expected to change drastically. Approximately
30% of the single-fumily lots on the shoreline to the east are currently vacant and these can be
expected to be developed in the near future, In association with this, approximately ten Lo filleen
maore single-family docks can be expected cn this shoreline. 1L ix expected that the vacans
comunercial tracts at the north end of the preserve will be developed with some type of commercial
waler-tlependent use. Most of the rest of Tierra Verde is near build out.

The waterways swrounding the preserve are heavily used by recreational boaters.

Reercational boating in Pinellas County has grown tremendously over the yoars and is expected to

-14-



continue to increuse.  Currently, there are over 55,000 boats registered in Pincllas County. 1t is

expected that the Shell Key arca will continue to be a popular destination for boaters,

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT COMPONENT

Inireduction
‘This component of the management plan describes the natvral and culturad resources of the
Shell Key Prescrve and identifies the actions cmployed to manage them. When necessary to suppart
statements made in this plan, published and non-published sources have been eited.  Thesc

reforences are contained in Addendum 5.

Resource Description and Assessinent

Natural Resources

e
2.
e

The Shell Key Prescrve is located in Pinellas County and information on soils is drawn from
the Soil Survey of Pinellas County, Florida produced by the United States Department of Agriculture
Soil Conservation Service in 1972, Two types of s¢il are found within the management area (scc
Figure 3), “Tidal Swamp™ (Ts} and “Coastal Beaches™ (o). Addendum 6 conlaing detailed
descriptions of these two soil types. There are no soil conscrvation or soil crosion issucs within the
preserve, Shell Key has shifted in size, configuration and location over the years as is typical of
barricy 1stands. "The figures nsed for this document are based on aerial photography from Febimary

of 1997 and there are already changes in the island since that time.
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Figure 5. Soil Map. Source: Soif Survél of Pincllas County. USDA Soil Conservation Sef‘v-;ice-
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Mincrals

There are ne known mineral resources within the Shell Key Preserve.
Hydrolopy

There are no permanent surfuce water bodies on any of the islands within the preserve
and hydrology is not 4 source of concern for tus site,
Nataral Communitics

The systern of classifying natural communities employed in this plan was developed by the
Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAT). The premise of this system is that physical factors, such
as climate, goology, soil, hydrology and fire frequency gencratly determine the species composition
of an arca, and that areas which are similar with respecl (o these factors witl tend to have nataral
communities with siniilar species compositions. Obvious differences in species composition can
occur, despite similar physical condilions. In other instances, physical faclors are substantially
differcnt, yet the species composilions are quite similar and this ofien necessitates different
MABAZCMICHE Programs,

The Shell Key Prescrve cc:ntaiﬁs five distinct natural conununitics in additiom o a few
developed arcas (scc Figure 6). The approximate acreage for cach nalural community is also
reflected on Figure 6. Specific assessiments of the natural communities are provided below. FNAT
desciiptions of these natural communities as well as correspondence from the FNAT are contained
in Addendum 7.

Marine Tidal Marsh - This community is dominatcd by smooth cordgrass (Sparting

alterniflora} and occws along the relatively fal, low wave energy eastern shoreline of Shetl Key.

Marine Tidal Swamp - This community, dominated by mangrove trees, dominates the

majority of the islands within the preserve excluding Shell Key itsell. Marginal [ringes of
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mangraves ¢xXist on the shorelines surrounding the preserve on Collany Island and Tierra Verde,

Beach Dune - This is comprised of wind-deposited foredune and wave-deposited upper
beach, and s onc of the most dynamic communities recognized. This is the dominant community
on Sheli Key. Ina few arcas, this has been invaded by Australian pines to the exlent that the exotic
is influencing the dynamics and succession of the beach dune community.

Muarine Unconsolidated Substrate - The acreage of this very dynamie community fluctuates

from: year to year. - This community [yp'e also includes the sul‘.-tid.al‘ infertidal and supratidal beach
habitat below the Beach Dune community. This is 2 zone of sparse vegetation bul, similar to
mudflats, it is a rich teeding zone for wading birds and shorebirds which are able to probe below Ithc
surface for infaunal {:rgunisnls that include isopods, amphipods, pelychastes, mollusks, and

crustaceans. These feeding gronnds support many of the significant bird colenics on Shetl Key.

Moarine Grass Beds - Seagrass beds fill in the majority of the arca cast of Shell Key. This

zone iy densely vegetated and is also a rich feeding zome for wintering , nesting and resting migrant
birds as well as for resident bird specics.

Developed - There arc some developed arcas at the eastern and northern boundaries of the
preserve, At the nosthern end of the site, just south and east of Collany Istand there is a dredged
basin which connects 1o a dredged channel which runs along the eastern boundary of the Preserve.
These areas are likely to be permanently altered and iherefore probably preclude the development
of a completely natural system. Also, there are several commercial docks in the small basin to the
north and numerous boats and marinas north of the site. In addition, the castcrn boundary of the
PIESCIVE is bordered by single-family homes where some shorcline alteration has oceurred and where

there are a number of single-family private docks.
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Wildlife and Designated Specics

Although the Shell Key Preserve provides habitat for a great diversity of wildlile species, it
is cspecially important W migratory birds with the island of Shell Key itself being very significant.
To date, 122 speeics of birds have been docurnented on Shell Key (Blair, 1999), including fifteen
which are lisled by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission as endangered,
threatened or specics of special concemn, Of thesc, there ave several proups thatare highly dependent
upon undeveloped barrier islands for their snrvival. These are the shorebirds, wading birds and
seabirds that depend on the barrier island and surrounding flats for nesting, wintcring or resting
during migration. These birds are listed in Table I, although a complete list of birds documented

in the presecve can be found in Addendmn §.

. _Table 1: Nesting, Wintering and Resting Migrant Birds of Shell Key

Resting | Wintering | Nesting
Migrant
| Shorebirds: Black-bcllied Plover v v
Snowy Plover (T) v v v il
Wilson’s Plover e v v
Semipalimated Plover ¥ v
Piping Flover (1) o v
AmericanOystereatcher{ 53C7) v v
I Wilet / / s
Marbled Godwit v v
Ruddy Turmstone v v
Red Knot e e II
Sanderiing v v
Semipalmaied Sandpiper v
' il Western Sandpiper v v
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Resling

Wintering

Mesting

Least Sandpiper

Migrant
v

Dunlin

v

Short-bifled Dowilcher

v

N

Seabirds:

Laughing Gul]

Ring-billed Gull

Ileering Gudl

Royal Tem

Sandwich Tern

N EN RN RN RN

Comimeon Temn

Forster's Temn

Least Tern (T

Elack Tern

N NI ENE KN RN RN RN RN RN

Black Skimmer

| Wading Birds:

Crreat Blue Heron

Grreat Egret

Snowy Egret

Litlie Bloc Heron {S5C)

Tricolored Heron {S3C)

Reddish Egret (S5C)

White This (SSC)

Roseale Spoonbill (S§SC)

NS NE NS N RN RN RN Y

Wood Stork (B)

v

T = Threatencd SSC = Species of Special Concern 1 = Endangered Source: Blair, P. 1999.
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Shell Key is a very significant nesting site for shorebirds on a state-wide basis (Donglass
1997), ranking second in the Slate (Sprundel 1995). Twelve species of birds {mottled duck, clapper
rail, snowy plover, black skimmer, American oysiercatcher, keast tern, Wilson’s plover, wilker,
laughing gull, fish crow, red-winged blackhird and common grou ud dove) use the island for breeding
and four of these are State listed species (Blair 1999). Some of these nosting species, such as the
snowy plover, least tern, Amevican oystercatcher, and black skinuner are among the most vulnerable
bird speeies in the State (Paul 1997},

The use of Shell Key as a wintering and resting avea [or migranl birds such as the piping
plover also is very important, Tn 1994, the site held 12.8% of the piping plover population censused
in the State {Owens 1996),  These species depend on arcas where they ean remain undisturbed to
replenish body weight and energy needed for migration and suceessful breeding.

The Shell Key Prescrve also cniconipasses a large wea of seagrass beds and sandtlats that are
heavily used by wading and shore hirds for foraging, Many of these, such as the snowy egret, litlle
blue heron, tricolared heron, reddist egret, while ibis, and roscatc spoonbill, are listed as Species
of Special Concern by the State of Florida and the wood stork is Hsted as Endangered. Other listed
species, such as the brown pelican, bald eagle and peregrine falcon are also observed using this area.

Listed specics are those which are designated b;;,f the Florida Natural Arcas lnventory (FNAT),
.5, Fish and Wildlife Service (ISFWS), Flarida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Cominission, atd
the Florida Department of Agricultuee and Consuiner Services (FDA) as endangered, threatened or

of special concern. Listed species also include those which are under review for inclusion in one of

a9



the above categories, and those spectes which are regnlated by the Convention on Tnternational Trade
in Bndangered Speeics (CITES). The welfare of Hsted species is an impm‘tﬁnt cansideration of this
plan. In many cases, these specics will benefit most from proper management of their natural
communitics. Attmes, however udditionsl management ineasures are needed because of the poor
condition of some connunitics, or beeause of unusual circtmstances which aggravale the particular
problems of a speeics. Addendum & contains a list of plant and bird species documented at Shelf
Key and their designated status.

Although many aspeets of the management plan specific 10 Shell ey itself are directed at
bird species, ilis nok intended ko discount the other wildlifie that exist within the preserve. Although
detailed surveys of non-avian groups have not been performed on site, the presceve hosts an anay
-of wildlife associated with scagrass beds, sandflats, mangroves and barrierislands, Several species
that could be expected to oceur, such as the mangrove sall marsh snake and omate diamondback
terrapin, are rare in Pinellas County.  In addition, larger pelagic species of fish and marine
marmmals, such as bottlenose d:::l.phins and manatees, also use the preserve. Shell Key alse supports

low-level nesting of loggerhead sea turtles (Meylan 1999).

special Natural Fealures

The Shell Key Preserve does not possess any natural featurcs that arc unique w this type of
system. The uniguencss of this area lies in the Fact that undeveloped barier islands are extremely
rare in Flovida; especially so within Pinellas County. Figure 7 shows the barrier island system
stretehing from Anclote Key al the north end of the County to Aoua Maria Island south of Tampa
Bay. Within this arca, almost all of the barricr islands are cither developed or set aside ag public use
areus. Passage Key and a few small areas on Egmont Key are the only bird protection arcas posted

against trespass. In addition, some nesting areas on Three Rooker Bar and within State and County
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Figurrg: 7. Pinellas County Barrier Islands
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parks are scasonally posted. Shell Key is the only island that is both unmanaged and undeveloped
in the chain, although seasonal posting of main nesting areas has oceurred for the past teq yoars,

Culturzl Resonrces
There arc noe known historical or archacological resources located within the [HESEIVE,

however, a comprehensive survey of all the islands within the prescrve has not been done. Pineliay
County will consull with the Division of Historical Resources belure any ground distarbances or
taking actinns that may adversely affect archaeological or historic resources.

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
Management Needs and Objectives

A significant management need in the preserve is enhanced protection of nesting, v_winlering
and resting migrant bird éo]onie.‘: on and arcund Shell Key. This type of barr.ier island habitat and
the bird colonies that it supports are of statewide significance. The same area is extremely popular
with the boating public. Birds prefer these islands because they are usually free of terrestrial
predators and because they are near tidal flats, salt marsh and scagrass beds which are imporlant
feeding arcas. Human visitors are attracted to the Gulf beaches and aesthetic qualities of & natural
environment. These two uses can often conflict and tead to nesting failures, nestling mortality and
prevention of successiul migration.

The main objective of bird profection 1 Lo provide sufficient separation of human visilors
from colonies of nesting, resting migrani and wintering birds to preclude the birds from expending
energy and leaving nests naprotected due to human disturbances. Wintering hirds can expend as
much as 10% of their body weight in one weckend responding to disturbance by human visitors
(Below, 1997) and they need protected areas where they can rest and feed without disturbance.
Reseaich has shown the importance of several factors in disturbing birds, including distance from

the birds, speed and direction of approach, and neise. Weight loss due to distarbance can be



cspecially critical at times when bivds ave replenishing their fat reserves Tor continned migration and
the next mating season.  In addition, parent birds must be allowed o remain on th.z: nest to protect
cggs. Tl takes just a few minutes for temperatures to destroy eggs or ncstlings when the patent bird
is chascd off the nest. Direct and overhead approaches to hirds have been found to be more
significant disturbanees than 4 lateral approach. Lik:_:wise, speedier and noisier approaches sve more
signiticant tham slow and quict ones, Protection also must address the problem of disturbance cansed
by dogs as birds flush in the presence of dogs even more rapidly than they do for humans. Nesting
areas must also he protected from physical damage 1o eggs and nestlings whicl are olten virtually
invisible to humans.

The St. Petersburg Audubon Society has been posting nesting sites and monitoring the island
since 1992, This program has met with some success, especially those species that usc the interior,
meore vepetated portions of the dune system which are less populﬂrl with the public. Ouher specics,
however, such as the black skimmer, snowy plover, Icast 1em, and Wilson’s plover arc more
unpredictable and choose nest sites more vulnerable to human disturbance {King 1997). These are
alse soine. of the listed species most in need of protection and that have suffered precding Mailures.,
Also, the use of signg and rope is effective onlj [or conscientious visitors, and the activities of even
one careless or nninformed user or loose dog can causc Signiﬁcant adverse impacts to wildlife and
management efforts, Consc-qm:nﬂy, further steps must be taken to protect bird colonies. Tn addition,
due to the dynamic nalure of the island, the management plan must be designed to incorporate
changes in habitut, wildlife and public uses in a manner that is compatible with the natural resource
elements of the plan. The success of manapement actions upon populations of breeding, resting
migrant and wintering birds must subsequently be monitored so that amendments to this plan can

be made as necessary.
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A second threat Lo the Shell Key ecosystemn  involves impacts to the seagrass beds east of
Shell Key. Scagrasses provide important habitat for a wide diversity of marine organisms that are
important in the marine food chain. This lood chain supports many of the bird and fish species that
the public is most famiiiar with. A large portion of the scagrasses we located in extremely shallow
water and boating pressures on this area have increased dramatically over the past fow years. This
his lead to heavy prop scarring of seagrass beds as well as dislurbances 1o feeding birds. With
ntiimal damage to rhizomes, plant recovery may oceur within a year, Where damage is severe,
recovery can take up fo ten years or more. The ohjective hore is to provide protection for seagrass

-habitat and minimize disturbances to the foraging activities of birds.

In addition, the shailow sandflats on the lecward side of Shell Key are important feeding
areas ot a varicty of birds. As previously diseussed, replenishment of body weight is eritical for
wintering and migrating birds and thercfore hir:is using these areas must also be protected from
human disturbance. Many species of shorebirds are also dependent upon the intertidal beachfront
of Shell Key for fecding and require undisturbed arcas of this type of habitat for hatchilings to leed.

Anather threat to the natural system is the presence of exotics, Exotic species are those
plants or animals which arc not native to Flotida, but were introduced as a resnlt of human-related
activities. Exotics have fewer natiral controls and eften outcompete native species. Thus, thepolicy
ol the Finellas County Comprehensive Plan is (o remove exotic species from natural communities.
‘The most prominent exotic plant species problem on Sheli Key is the Australian pine. Australian
pines readily colonize beach dune habitat and subsequently alter natural beach and dune
development. For the most part, Australian pines have already been killed DI}.: the northem and

central partions of the island, The south end, however, contains 2 matare forest of Australian pHncs.
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The vbjective for Anstralian pines is Lo gradualiy eliminate them so that professional managers and
voluntcers can maintain control 1ha1'cafter. Some minor Brazilian pepper tree growth has also
occurred on Shell Key and this has already been eradicated, however, any [uture Braviltan pepper
plants will alsa need o be removed.

In seme years, raccoons have had a significant presence on the island. Nest predation needs
to be closely monitored and management actions need (o be _dc;mlﬂped that cnhance nesting success.

It is also important to continuatly monitor the natural and physical conditions of the Shell
Key Prescrve, The island itsclf can c:hangu drastically within a short time period and birds may
colonize different areas from year to year. By close] ¥ monitoring the conditions on and around the
istand, probletns can hé identiticd and proteclive measares and management changes can be
itnplemented 0 they prove warranted.

The goal of land acquisilion is to acquire properties that enhance the overall area’s natural
resonrces and help to prevent future development which could have negative lmpacts on the
preserve. Jt is the intent of Pinetlas County to thoroughly consider placing any available private fands

inside the preserve within public ownership.

Resource Management Goals and Actions
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT GOAL 1: Protect Sensitive Nutural Resources Within the
Shell Key Peeserve.
Action 1: Provide appropeiate signage, Education and interpretation will he the most
important toot in gaining understanding and cooperation from most visitors
of our conservation goals. Key areas within the prescrve wil) be posted with

appropriate signage to direct usages and behaviors and to educale visitors.
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Action 2;

Action 3:

Action 4:

Provide enforcenent. Regular patrols and enforcement of the law may be
necessary to fully ensurc compliance of  regulations and resowrce
management goals. The Pinellas County Deparlment of HEovirottmental
Management will contract with the Pinellas County Sherifl"s Office to
provide for addittonal law enforcement coverage of this area.

Remove nuisance exotic plant species. Invasive plant specics will be
removed from within the preserve and a-preventative maintenance and
control program will be initiated. Plant removal al Shell Key mostly invelves
the removal of mature Australian pinc trees along the southern portion of the
island, These trees, howcver, provide shade for recreational users and
therefore, they will be removed gradvally over time {as much as ten ycars).
Site conditions, such as elevation, soil type, ctc., will be evaluated and every
effort will be made to replant the arca with native species that will provide
shade. The remaining exotic plant species on Shelt Key are not a significant
preblem and will be dealt with as they occur. The mangrove islands scattered
throughout the preserve do not appear to have problems with exotic species
at this time, but removal cfforts will he directed there should problems aceur.
Volunteer groups may be sought to assist with exotic plant removal actions.
Protect native plant and wildlife species. [xisting laws will be enforced
to ensure the protection of native flora and fanna. Additional protection will
be directed at sensitive specics such as nesting and wintering birds and
maring mammals. Channels and boating areas east of Shell Key will be

posted as “Seagrass Caulion” xones. Informational signs will be placed
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within the preserve to alert boat operators about the presence of manatees.

The County will coordinate with the Florida Department of Transportation
o manage. access to the prescrve lrom the Pincllas Bayway in order to
prevent damage to shoreline vegetation. The mangrove islands within the
preserve wilt be cleaned of trash and debris, especially monefilament line, in

order w promote wildlife usage.

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT GOAL 2: Preserve Wildlife Resources on Shell Key

Action 1:

Action 2:

Monitor wildlife populations and nesting success on Shell Key. Since
1992, the St Petersburg Audubon Socicty has been menitoring bird
popuiations on Shell Key. Limited monitoring of nesting sea wrtles also has
oceurred vsing volunteers. "Fhese monitoring efforts must be continued in
order for the management plan o remain effective in the future. Pinelfas
County will provide staft assistance for this, however, volunteer ofT; oy, such
as that by 5t. Petersburg Amiub:::n, arc crocial.

Identify and ]_ill.'ﬂ'tﬂl‘.!t core bird arcas, Corc bird prolection areas have been
idenlified (sec Figure 8) and these will be posted against tespass. Signs,
posts and barriers wiil be maintained throughout the year. It is intended to
keep signage at the minimum necessary to achieve protection of the core bird
areas and nol interfere with the aesthetic enjoyment of the island. Corrently,
the ared is only posted during the nésting season and this offers no protection
for wintering and migrating birds during the rest of the year. Exceptions for
access inlo he restricted core bird protection areas will be pranted by

Pinellas County where appropriate lor activities such as educational
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Action 3:

Action 4:

Aclion 5;

programs, ronitoring efforts, resource management, or research, Written
permission from Pinellas Counly must be obtained j;:rior o access jito the
restricted areas and such penmission may inclnde special conditions (such as
th.|e presence of trained guides) o ensuie that the activity does not conflict
with the resource protection elements of this plan.

Protect birds from disturbances by dogs, On Shell Key, dogs will be
limited ta the arca cast of the northern fence shown on Figare 8 and south of
the southern fence. Finellas County Code, Scction 14-63, will be enforced.
Thix will be menitored and revicwed after two years,

Mﬂ!litﬂl" and remove problematic nest predators.  Raccoons have the
putential of seriously impacting the nesting success of wildlife on Shell Key,
‘Ihis animal is onc of the major threats to sea turtles in Florida, destroying
70% of the nests on some uninhabited beaches (Johnson and Barbour, 19960,
Raccoons also are significant thrcats to the nesting suceess of birds on Shell
Key. Nest predation on Shell Key will need W be monitored and appropriate
management aclions taken by ensure the best possible nesting success.
Manage Shell I(ey as a barrier island. Since most of the wildlife targeted
[or pretection at Shelt Key depends on a harrier island ecosystent, the natural
movement of the island will need to be menitored. Dredging will be studied
as an option to maintain the passes which separate Shell Key from the
mainland, especially at the northern tip.  Any proposed dredging will be

subject to State and Federal dredge and fill repulations.
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RESOURCE MANAGEMENT GOAL 3: Profect Seagrass Beds.

Action 1:

Aclion 2:

Action 3;

Post shallow seagrasses and create internal combuastion engine
restriction zones., Extensive seagrass beds oceur in the shallow watcrs cast
of Shell Key. Prop scars are cvident throughout much of this area. Signs will
be posted to alert boaters of areas where seagrass beds cccur in shallow
waters and extremely shallow areas will be posted as zones where the use of
internal combustion engines is prohibited (see Figure 8} to provent darmage
to scagrasscs (and disturbance to fecding birds). Boatl access by sailing,
poling, rowing or trolling molors will still be allowed in those areas. This
will be accomplished by local ordinance as was done to the south in the FL.
DeSoto Aquatic Llabitat Management Arca.

Fdentify boating channcls,  Chanpels within the prescrve will be
appropriatcly marked.

Provide information to boaters about seaprass protection efforts.
Intormational signs will be placed within Lhe preserve and at Jocal boat ramps
and marinas 1o alevt boat operators about the presence of seagrasscs and about

internal combustion cngine restrictions and “Scagrass Cantion” vones.

RESOURCE MANAGEMINT GOAL 4: Continue to Pursue Appropriate Eand Acquisition.

Action 1:

Evaluate and pursue appropriate land purchases, The majority of the
land within the preserve is currenty within pubtic ownership, Finellas County
has becn in the process of obtaining parccls of privately held lands, most of
which consist solely of submerged progerty. The County will continue to

evaluate parcels currently under privale ownership for potential purchase.
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RESOURCE MANAGEMENT GOAL 5: Provide Education for the Pubiic Concerning the

Natural Resources of the Shell Kcy Preserve and the Importance of the Management Actions

Underiaken.

Action 1:

Action 2:

Coantinge to participaic in interprefive programs. Intcrpretive programs
that promote a betler undersianding of the clements outlined in the
management plan are important to the success of management effors. Tn
addition to County stafl, volunieer groups, such as the St. Petersburg and
National Audubon Socigties, will be enlisled for educating the general public
about the importance of this area.  All education initiatives will he
coordinatect through the education scetiorn of the Division of Environmental

{.ands.

. Provide public education outreach, Education of the public concerning the

importance of the natural resources and management of the Shell Key
Preserve will not be contined only to signage and programs wilhin the
preserve. The educational staff of the Environmental Lands Division will
conduect public educational oulreach. Tnformation unnu;eming Shell Key will
he placed on the Division's Web page once it is available. In addition, the
County will place informational signage that explains the resources and
management actions at local boat ramips, marinas and other appropriate

locations.
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RESOURCE MANAGEMENT (GOAT 6: Maintain and Improve the Lffectiveness of the Shell

Key Mreserve Managemoend IPlan,

Action 1:

Action 2:

Action 3:

Review the management plan. The management plan will be reviewed two
years after adoption and thereafter every five years. Amendments will be
made as warranled, The advisory committee will be reconvened to assist
with the management plan review.

Maonitor the preserve,  Staff will monitor the preserve for changes in island
topography, wildlife usage and public uses. The management plan will be
aniended as necessary to ensure compliance with the natural resource and
public use compaonents.

Encouruge and eoordinate rescarch activities. The primary rescarch need
for this arca is to monitor the cffectiveness of management schions so that
they can be continually relined for hest manageiment of the resources. The
success of resource conservation will be critical information to gauge the
sncecss of management efforts.  In addikion, @ will be important to
periadically monitor public opinion conceming the management of Shell
Key. Shell Key also provides a unigue opportunity to further study and
understand bird populations and other barvier island populations and
dynamics. Research in the preserve will be encouraged and coordinated

through the rescarch scetion of the Division of Environmental Lands.
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PUBLIC USE COMPONENT

Introeduction

Land use planning and management decisions for the Shell Key Preserve are based on the
dual goals of preserving natural 1lorida and providing opportunitics for pubiic use of the jsland.
The general planning and design process begins with an analysis of the natural resources of the
preserve and then proceeds Lthrough the creation of a conceptual land use plan ta provide lor public
uscs. Input to the plan is provided by cxperts in environmental sciences, cultural resources,
envirommental lands management and operation as well as representatives lrom affected industries,
environmenta? and user BIOUpS. I this case, acommillee was established (see Addendum Iinorder
to assist witl the drafting of a managenient plan. With tlﬁs approach, the objective is to provide a
hugh guality plan that allows for resource-based public uses with a high level of sensitivity [o the

management of natural resources on and around Shell Key,

Pulilic Use Description and Asscssment

Effective planning requives a thorough understanding of the preserve’s natural and enitural
resources &8 well as its uses,  Past and present uses are axsessed for their effects on the property and
compatibjlity with the natural resource elements of this plan.

Shell Key currently contains approximately 3 miles of natural sandy beach along it's outer
fringes and points. Tn addition, there are narrower fringes of beaches scattered on the leeward sidc
of the island. The island s complotely undeveloped and consequently has a high scenic value us
weil. It has become an cxtremely popiiar buating destination and reccives considerable visitation,

cspecially on weekends and holidays.
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The major human activities at Shell Key are associated with the natural sandy beaches and
include swimming, sunbathing, shelling, picnicking, ctc. Boating and fishing are popular activitics
in the waters around Shell Key. Most vessels anchor atong the northern tip of the island, however,
some buats also anchor on the southern tip and on the castern side of the island where there is wave
profection. Yery few boats anchor on the western, high-energy side of the island. Opportunities for
hird walching, nature study and ecolourism are excellent and pl‘illlitiﬁ;fc catnping cceurs mainly on
the southern and northenn tips of Shell Key. A number of shuttles and charter boats bring visilors
to Shelt Key, Purties are also held on the island and several local businesses (such as holels and
restaurants) also bring owt groups, Other activitics in the preserve inelude the use of personal
watercraft, airboats, and ultra-light scaplancs which offer short aenial tours. Recrcational and
commercial fishing (especially shrimp trawling) oceur in the waters east of Shell Key.

There are no sanitary facililies on Shelf Key and the only permanent structures within the
preserve house the Pincllas Marine Instituie on Panamsa Key.

‘There are no known archacological or historic leatures within the Shelf Key Preserve.

During Lhe development of the management plan for the Shell Key Prescrve, potential
impacts to natural resources from human USEJ.S were assessed and the compatibility of activities with
the resource compeoneni of this plan were discussed.  Tuis (he intenlion of this plan to allow for and
approprislely manage human uses, These should be low-impact and must be compatible with
resonrce management ohjectives. All activitics also mustbe compalible with appropriate local, state

and Federal laws,
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Public Use Goals and Actions

PUBLIC USE GOAL 1: Support Passive Public Uses Within the Shell Key Preserve that do

not Conflict with the Nutural Resource Ohjectives of the Management Plan.

Action 1:

Action 2:

Action 3:

Maintain pubfic use areas. Recreation is a legitimate use within the Shell
Key Preserve and it will be maintained for as long as this management plan
remains in effect. The island has traditionally been used by recreational
boaters and the surrounding watcrs have heen used by recreational and
cornmercial fisherman, In depth discussions were held with representatives
of the public familiar with important wildlifc accas and important public use
arcas. Very litlle overiap was found between the two areas and pliblic use
arcas were established accordingly. Figure 8 shows thosc arcas set aside for
public use in the entire preserve, and Figure 9 delincates the public use areas
on the island of Shell Key itself. Significant changes 1o these boundarics will
not be made except in the event of major changes (o the island (such as from
stormis), in which casc the commiles will be reconvencd to reevaluale the
boundaries of the public use and wildlife areas.

Review future management decisions for impact en public wses, All
management decisions should create the mintmure impact ncecssary on
appropriate public uses within the preserve while also meeting the resource
cormponent of this plan.

Prohibit liveaboard vessels within the boundaries of the Shell Key

Preserve. These are defined as vessels moored wilhin the preserve for more
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Action 4:

than fourteen days in any 30 day period, excluding those at permitted docks.
These vessels can causc cnvironmental damage by mooring in one place for
long periods of time and can cause sanitation problems.

Enforce Pinellas County noise standards. In order o provide for an
enjoyable experictice for all user groups and to protcet nearhy residential
properlies from excessive noisc, all activitics within the preserve must
cemply with the Pincllas County Code, Article XTI, pertaining to noise. In
addition, lond and raucous neise is prohibited within the preserve at any time.
Prohibit commercial activitics on Shell Key., Commeretal uses on the
island of Shell Key are not allowed unless permitted by 4 concession or other
appropriate penmit obtained from Pinellas Cloungy for use specifically within

the Shell Key Preserve and consisteint with the management plan,

PUBLIC USE GOAT. 2: Bulance Public Uses of Shell Key With Conservatien of Significant

Maturat Resoorces,

Action 1:

Action Z;

Provide for overnight activities on Shefl Key.  Since the presence of
humans near the core bird protection areas is more disruptive to birds at night
and since cnforcement is more difficult after dark, all overnight aclivities are
limited to the southern and northern extremes of the island.  Yisitors to Shelt
Kcy between the hours of sunset and suiise are allowed only in those areas
shown on Figure 8 as “Overnight Use Areas”,

Prohihit the possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages on Shell

.Kcy. The possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages is prohibited

on the island of Shell Key. Alcohol use in the remainder of Lhe preserve is
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subject to cxisting laws governing alcoho! consumption and safe boat
handling. Faw enforcement agencies have indicated that most problems
encountered in managing public nscs on public lands are alcohol related.
Action 3: Manuge large groups visiting Shell Key.  Groups of 50 or more people
visiting the island must obtain written approval from Pineltay County. Sneh
approval may include specific conditions such as limiting the duration of the
cvent, security provisions, sanitation provisions, trash removal or lighting
Testiictions to enswe that the activity is consistent with the resowrce

managemenl component of this plan.

Opiimum Carrying Capucity

Carrying capacity is an cstitnate of the number of users a resowrce or facility can
accommadate while also providing a high quality cxperience for visitors and preserving the natural
values of the site. In the case of Shell Key, controlling the numbers of visitors to the island is not
practical since there are several miles of shoreline in an arca with a huge boating population. At this
time, it is nok intendled to restrict access to the island other (han to the core hird protection ateas as
aullined in this plan, but rather o monitor the resulls of the Resource Manapgement and Public Usc
Frograms previousty described to determine if they are sulficiently protecting natural resources. The
management plan will be revisited and amended i€ it is found thal conservation methods are not
effective or il specific public activities are found to be inconsistent with natural resource

maiagement.

Shlkydep.wpd
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Legal Description and Deeds
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WARRANTY DEED

Septenber 16th
THIS WARRAMNTY DEED dated At . 1983, by Mark E. Harrison, as Trustse of the Shell island Trust under

Doclaration of Trust dated 24th day of February, 1999 hereinafter callad the grantar, to Pinellas County, & political

o, ensubdivisionsof:the-State: of Florida-whose post.office address.is 201 Rogers Strest, Clearwater, Fl. 33756 hereinafter

called the grantee:

(Wherover used herein the terms "grantor” and grantee” Include all the parties to this-instrument and
.the heirs, legal representativos and assigns of individuals, .and tha successors and assigns of

corporations)
AWITNESSETH: - That the grentor, for and in ponsideration of the sum uf'ﬁtﬁ.ﬂﬂ and other valuable-consideration,

receipt whersof 1s ‘heraby -acknowledged, -hereby grants,- bargains, sells,” aliens, ramises, releases,- conveys, and
confirms unto the grantes, all the certain land situated. in Pinellas. County, Flarida, iz . oo wme e

SEE EXHIBIT.ONE ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF . T e

Subject to easements, restrictions, reservations, and limitations of record, if any.

o - TOGETHER -with all the tenements, hereditaments and appurienances thereta bolonging or in any wise appartaining.

TO HAVE AND TC HOLD the same in foe simpls forever,

AND the granter hereby covenaints with said grantea that the grantor is lawfully seized of said land in fae simple;

that the grantor has gooed right and lawfut autharity to sell and eonvay said land; that the grantor hereby fully warrants

the title to said land and will defend the same against the 1awful ciaims of all persons whomsoever; and that said land
. is free of all encumbrancas, except taxes sccruing subsequent to December 21, 15998,
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IN WITNESS WHEREQF, the said grantor has signed and sealed these prasents the day and year first above written.

= - Signed; sealed and delivared in the presance of:

W ' _ Mark E. Harrison, as Trustee of the
Shelt Isfand Trust under Declaration of Trust
D Oy

dated 24th day of Fabruary, 1899
[Print e of Witnosel

(oD 1Yot HAfFY s [four
- PPe <ty O g2

] . -

" [Witpess Signature
ol 227/ g #42X AEDLZ\

{Print Name of Witness)

{Address and Phona Number)

STATE OF Florida

COUNTY OF Finelias

September
Syarn to and subscribad befora.me the___16th day of August, 1998

by Mark E. Harrisgn
or who wasfwere pcrsunaﬁly known ta me of who pressnted ctmféf_ IlcEfi'ée

as identification. _/Sﬁ’/ W

Nﬂtﬂlw‘F’UbhE
My Commission Expires:

“‘ v' "-9?1. r
. vl X
‘*'i ‘*3 M?iﬂhﬁwsmammﬂ Muntae

CCiagagy Exflne
m""{ ; S
zﬂ.\*ﬂm il Tm!rr-fj.'-?.l rﬁ?uh\'c.g e
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Titla Qrdar Mo, 01100280

EXHIBIT ONE

= e Fromthe-Morthwest carner of.Section 8, Township 32 South, Bange 15 Esast, Pinellas County, Florida, run South 08
degraes 45" 37" East 21,060 feet; thence South 68 degreas 51° 468" West 911.88 feet for a Point of Beginning: thence
South 02 degrees 11/ 00" East 815.36 feet; thence South 38 degrees 407 007 West 600 feet: thence South 86
degrees 01"-49" West 641.20 feel; thence North 20 degrees 307 00" East 1050 fost; thence Morth 56 degrees 207
00" East 540 feat; thenca Morth 68 degrees 517 46" East 159.6% fast to the Point of Beginning

Al-9
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WARRANTY DEED

THIS WARRANTY DEED dated September 16, 1999, try Mark E. Harrison, a single man, herginafter catled the grantor,
to Pinellas County, a political subdivision of the State of Forida whose post office address is 201 Hugers Street,
a=+ Claarwater; FLo 33766 hereinafter called the grantes:

{Wherever used herein the terms "grantor” and "grantee” include all the parties to this instrument and
-the heirs, legal representatives and. assigns of -individuals, and -the successars and assigns-of
corporations}

WITMNESSETH: That the grantor, for.and in consideration of the sum of $10.00 and other valuable congidaration,
- receipt whereof is hereby-acknowladged, hereby grants, bargains, :sslls,” aliens, remises,. re[easas. canuws and
-canfirms untd the grantes, all the certain land-situated in-Pineflas County, Florida, viz:

SEE EXHIBIT ONE ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF
~Subject to easoments,restrictions, reservations, .and limitations of record, if any., - . . - - geeme
TOGETHER with all the tenements, heroditaments and appurtenances thereta belonging or in any wise appertaining.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the same in fee simple forever.

pOC STAMPS HAVE BEEW ATFFIXED ON THE FIRST DEED.
AND the grantor hersby covenants with said grantee that the grantor is lawfully seized of said fand in fee simple;
that the grantor has good right and lawful authority to sell and convey said land; that the grantor heroby fully warrants
the title to said land and will defend the same Bgainst the lawful claims of all persens whomsoever; and that said land
is free of all encumbrances, except taxes accruing subsequont to December 31, 1898,
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IN WITNESS WHEREQF, the said granter has sioned and sealed these presents the day and year first above written.

« v ~Bigned; seated and delivered in the presence of:, ...«

g;;i::};?{§§%5553C3ﬁF\ . i??f%%f?ﬁéfJ ;Qvéifﬁfaf___f
ness Signaiure * Mark E. Harrison
CD - A %ﬁcﬂu 1Yol HIPRY Al Rode

{Print eof% .
fji/e ). L DROR Cliy gl 5305

{Wlt g5 Signatura {Address and Fhone Number}ll
Buﬂ{ }“/oyﬂf/&% 332-3¢D~0/ 63

{Print Mame of Witness}

STATE OF Florida

COUNTY OF _ Pinellas

Sworn to and subscribed beforg me the 16th. - day of September, 19832

by Mark E. Harrison _
driver s/ficghse Pl

- ar who wasfwere persanally known to me or.who Present MV .

as identification.
Mothry Public ¥ NG
My Commission Expires: .

; L L il Lfv) &
%ﬁd‘% ' m*“dfhn’: s ﬁa:f o
‘{P“fu B0k U{mbaf T? fﬂﬂ i Exﬂ'?ﬁs

H#
U mWF'L”"“"wM"JEF,M
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Title Drder Mo. 01100280 : ﬂFJ}: INELLAS counTy FLA

REC.BX 10885 PG 1g2p
EXHIBIT ONE |

.. «.Erom.the Northivast cornet of Section 8, Township 32.South, Range 16 East, Pinellas County, Flarida, run South 08
degrees 467 37" East 21,060 feet; thence Sputh 68 degrees B1' 46" West 911.098 feet for a Point of Beginning: thence
South 02 degreas 11 00" East 815.36 feet; thence South 38 degrees A G0" West 600 fest! thence South 86
degrees 01' 49" West 641,20 feet; thence North 20 degrees 30° 00" East 1050 feet; thence North 56 degrees 207

. 00" East 540 feet; thence North 68 degrees 51' 46" East 159.65 feot to the Point of Beginning ... - ..o -
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TIHIS WARMANTY DEED Mudz e 27th davaf  Avgust AoD 9 2y
H. R. CORLANY ASK/A RAWDY COLLANY AfRfA W, RANDY COLLAMNY

.14l take Otis Rosd Southeast, Winter Haven, FL 33§84

by

hereinafter calfed the granton, £3 © PINEILAS COUNTY, 2 pelitical subdivision of tihe State af
Florida

whose portoffics address s 201 Rogers Street, Clearwator, FL 33754

hercingfter cafled the grantee:
: D o 2Ead Rurabt thie lemra "Qinalor” e "giacies” Kichass 24 e pacen G 1K biamat kol
L Bukktn, Irgal ropiepaninhins kod kinlgny of ndkicunds, whd the pucend ez wnd wlilonp of <opeEiLng

WITNESSETEG  Thar the granton, for and in consideration af the sm gf § 20,00 . and other
valwable consfderatian, recoipt whereof is Freralyy mekeeowiedged, horehy gronls bargatns, sy alfens, remises,
releares, conveps and confinns unto ifve gravites, &t ihaf cerain faird sliiute It PINELLAS
Cannly, Flodda, vie, FRON THE NORTHREST CORNMER OF JECYYoN €, TORNSHYE 32 FOUTH, RANGE l&

=4 v BABT, . PINELLAR \COURTE, FLORIDA, Jins 8. 08,45°37% E.p 21,060 foot for 4 Point of

Baginaning: theave 8. P0,20°00% E., 330 foet; thance S, 0l.50°'00% E., 440 fasty
thamca 5. §5.10400% ¥., 400 fesep thence 5, 56,3500 K., P50 Faeat; thaaco M.

2.,01700% W., B15.36 Yagt; thenca M. E0.51144% E., 8Il.98 fead fo the foine af
GRANTOR(S) HERCRY STATE that the abore-descriharf proepsrty 18 nxot thefr hopestead

wpder tha lapg and the constitution of the state of FEQREIDA,

% Begiun ing.

M Sublect fo caseuens, restriciions, reservations, ard arftatons of rcord, ey - -

0 GETHEB with all the terements, heredlimmehts end appartenances frereto belonging or in miywise

| anmaTainig.
iES . TO HAVE AND TO HOQLD, 42 foms i fre sinpfe foreven )
1F - AND the grantor hitreby covenanis with said granies dat the grantaris lrvfully sefzed of spid land In fee Sompler
G | et the graitor has goad mght and fawfed sutharfty to sofl and coivey sald landl) il e gramior hereby fully -
W i warasits e e tor soid famd and wif defend e same gratns e dawife! elafms of all garsons sllomsooves; and et
__— ~ o seldd dane i free af aif encumbrances, aveept taves accnding subsegerente Deeember 34, 19 97, . -
VTP [ IM WITNESS WHEREOQF, the satd grontar has signed and seated these resents e day and year fice! obaye

BATHREN,

Toeecel, sealed and deilvared i our presaee:

&d_@a’h‘mm,brﬁ

_{iwﬂme, TONMSE S " N. RANDY COLLANY
Witk Frialed Fin Cr R GrnIDr Frnica Hams (

r ? b
L.5,
[T GAnos SiganiLc .

Fooninn, .4 nsnn

il Frimied Haze - © Grmod Mgl Raee
STATEQF  FLORIDA ' !
COUNTY OF PINEELAS b

T HERBDY CERTIFY thal on fhis day, befirn me, an offiser duly authorized in the Sate aloresald aef in tho Couney ofacesaif o
nka acknawledpements, personally appesred o
H. R. COLLANY AFK/A RANDY COLEANY AJK/A V. BANDY COLLANY

1 me knen 19 be s peson(s) desciibed I or hagfhavs produced hl":‘_‘; pfaf".dﬂ, dr Fhﬁfﬂj / j{s%ﬁﬂ;fnsaﬁn

- @nd wiha erteuted the foregolag il renant and hefshe fihey EEknernw e EoE before me MRt befahofthey coctuted the sanis,

 WTTTESS my hend #0d eficlat seat In the Coundy and Sag
My Cammissfon

0. 19 28

wsﬁ\'\.'W\.N\“\\H\\“ﬁk\\m\‘.\\\“\%\\'\ v

) X YRy Lou Anne Thoavsky, . |, &
ALy . A Hulary Publie, Stata of Eloridd
,;%} Commlsslon Ne. OO HS68

B "Pored™ My Comralaelon Hapiced 08| 7K

. LY T ARty e Sy

g o
= TR T,
PR Reu L Al-13 Detironiay Tax iuﬁ:‘ﬂﬂlhlo‘l‘:xpd-
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Kedaen 77 Dapuy GEsak
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mar I‘Ht‘ﬂlg E th (STATUTORY FORM — SECTION 669.02 5.}
This Indentice, Made his day of 1, Hetween
FINELLAS MARINE INSTITUTE, INC. .4 FLORIDA HOT FOR DROFIT CORPORATION
, Aranlocs, and
PINELLAS COUNTY ,A POLITICAL SUBREVISION OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA
AT'H: GENERAL SERVICE DEPT. 315 COURT &T. CLEARWATER, FL. 34616. | granteee,

Hituecss tﬂ!, Thal subd gralor, foeand i consideration of e sumn of Ten (51000 Dollars, and other good and velueble constderations
. tasaid geantar in hand pa]dby suld pranted, Qe recelpt whiereof 18 hereby acknowledged, has granted, bargained and seld tothe seid grantes,
and granteas heirs and assigns forever, the following deseribed Jand, sineale, Iying and Leing in PINELLASCounty, Florida, to-wit:

A tract of submerged land in Section 30, Township 32 Scouth,
Range 16 Easl, Pinellas County, Florida, more particularly
deggribed as follows: From the Bast guarter corner of said
Section 10, =zaid guarfer section ¢orner haing the Scutheast
cornar of Government Lol 1 ¢f said Section 30, run Wesit 829.45
faet, more or less, to the mean high water mark of Boca Ciega

oot cBay - Lhence gan N 75 deg.r 15919 WL, 1408,62 feet for a Point

- of Beginning; bthence run N. 66 deqg, 397 00" W., 466.18 feet;
thence run H. 28 deg. 37" 31" E., 337,83 [eet; thence &. 43 dog.
27" BO0" E., 454,25 feet;. thence 3, .17 deg. 42" 00" W., 158.13
fret to the Point of Beginnindg. -

n-lso known as Parcel #$30/32/36700000/240/0100.

Subject to easements, restrictions and reservalions of. recard.

§ Subject te takes for the year 19038 and a&?aeipent yaars,
; cineeperepial e b B¥erates BT qjeoraze SEW 08-GR-85 AT
3 4 peeiars lmanshly Pt X - .
ﬂ .‘:.: Fanod et Pusblzt DOTUE- STARMG a 5 RE
| . ¥ STV Tt ) At —r—
¥ i it TOTAL: $344 .54
- oo ginid gr.mmr d;oqshcmh:.r fullyr warrant the title 1o satd fend, and will defend the somé agmnstthl:luwfu]‘d]ﬁ"tﬂs pFill perdafwhomsoeverd 306 5
¥ «Grantar and 'grantec” arc used for singular or pluml, s conteit requires. CHAMGE : b o
-
! Jin Wituees Il[ﬂl}f,‘rfuf Girantor his hercunlo sl Lranlﬂrs hand aodh seal the day abcd year Jivst abowve writien, - :
Y . Bignod, spalceand d.clwcrﬁﬂ in aur presence! .. cola . PINELLAS MARINE INSTITUTE, INC. M
. / FLORIDA ROT PFOR PROFIT CORPORATION
: - Y fl-.":ﬁj I {5pat}
y A AL
; e F Bobhorio 'y i - T
: ; Al ; - e T . f m%_"__,_cm}
13 mN TE[E EEIIHR ] I =TT
. O}lm m 2450
N . ! = e =
: T E8E)
1 = 54z
o]
STATE OF %] ,.'1’%?.5,
Y COUNTY OF ra e

F HEREBY CERTIFY that on this day hefare me, a0 of ficer duly qualified o take acknowledgments, personally appearcd

JOUSEPH T. LETTELLEIR, CHAIRMAN OF 'THE BORHD FOR
FPINELLAS MARINE INSTITUVE, ING.,A FLORIDA NOT TUR-BPROFIT CORVORATION

© o ene knawr o he the person. ~ described in and who executed the foregoing instrument and acknowledged before me

..that he | esecnted sgite. - Lot (Q_
"E\IEISS ey hand :md nfﬁmm seal in the County and Siate Jast sFocesand thi < gday of -
ET A fﬂafw&?hmf .f;L??" ot

My commis: i pkpircs:. Ef,{;- {.p oy - Motury Public -
A 4

PREPARELD BY:. ..

STEWART FIDELITY TITLE COMPARY

1120 PIHELLAS BAYWAY, NO. 205 & 206
P.o. BOX BBOST

MHEyrTBE O TTOTT 'nt o 34 C

Lrmive



HB0TPL0TYLE
AFPFIDEVIT AS TO DEBTS AND LIEMS .

ETATE OF : FILE wo.: O0080163TV
COUMTY OF CATE: AUGLUET 05, 1988
PINELLAS MAHINE INSTITOTT, TNC. L5 £ronrs

FRTOM NOT COR IUQEIT CORPORATION
,,,,, mbelng Firsb:duly sworn, deposes and says that:

1, Affiarit is the ownec of those premises known as:
VACAXT LAXD,

T B RNGE 16 past TN TS RECTION 07 TOHNSHIP

2. hEfiant has possession of the propersty and there is oo other pecson in
possession Wwho has smy right in the property. -

3. Mo "Notice of Compencement” has becn vecondsd affecting the property, and
~there are no labor, . mechaplcs: or materialmens liens against the property, and
no material bag besn furnished to or labor of services performed upon the
property whichhas not been paid for in full.

4. There are no unrecorded easementy, unpaid bills, liens or assossmenks,
for seters. paving or other public otilitles or improvements made by any goverrcital
avthoricy, ard that to notice has been received for any pablic hearing regarding

de g s peDMEUTE. o pending .assessmente for -Improvements by any governoenktal instrumentality
which ave now unpaid against bhe property.

. 5. Affiant is-the ocwner of, and therg are no claims whaltecever of any kind or
-description against the furniture, fixtures, equiprent and othor personal .
property located on or in the properiy.

LBe There are no oxisting contracts Eox.sale ©f the property.- other thapn the
contiazk being closed,

7. There are no loans, nmortgages, of other leases, recordsl or unremrded,
on any of 5ald propeiby except:

- BROBERT T.. MORAN, &H.

. -

If MINE, so state

4. That all dus apd payable ad valorem (real estate) btaxes and tangible personal
property tamxes have been pald ard that I have {have not] ap7licd Eor homesitead
examotion for 19 tadeson sald property.

THIS AFFIDAVIT is mode for the purpase of inducing Fldelity Title Company,

‘a Flarida Corparation, and Stawart Title Guaganky Conpapy, o Topas Covporakbion,
to isde a title insuwrance policy on the above described preperty. and to disburse
furds held by Fidality Title Company, ag Escrow Agent.

- [FAFFIANT" is wsed herein for singular or plural)

fgpr S bbscal Tresl CTAT7TRIE

WITNESSE .
: f %/ . PTHTLLAS MARING INSTUTUTE,. INC. - -
QA Ll YA [SEALY
' J‘f f
(SERL}
{SERL]
. :
; (SEAL}

Ll ™ L
: Sworn to,;ana gubaceibed before me this I 'ﬁf_ day of &“-"’T\AM-'T_ . 19?37

bt ged ueah e

M Mooy Public

R A J'f’C'n N1 . 1Rk
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mafmntg Efﬂh (STATUTORY FORM — SECTION 539011‘3; ) s . _1*

Mite Tohznture, Made this 5TH day of AUGUET
WILLIAM €, MOORE , A SINGLE MaN o
» Brantors, and
PIMELLAS COUNTY . & POLITICAL SUBCIVISION OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA
ATTH1 GENERAL SEEVICE DEPT. 315 CQURT ST., CLEARWATER., FL. 34616 , grantces,

Mff I.'TI:HHEﬂI Thiar 233 griotos, e audd 3nconsideration of the sum of ‘Fen (U0 Dollums, ond other good wnd vuluable consilemstions -
. losafd graneor Indiand pald h_'.-' sald graries, Uie vacelpt wheesof is heaby acknowlad pad, b g pranted, burpained aed sold to de sald grances, -
" and graniee's heira and aszigns forever, the following deserlbed Jand, sitnte, Irlig and being in PINELLAS Counky, Florida, 1o-wit:

SEE ATTACHED EXHIBIT "a“
Seze attachad Exbibit "&" for legal description.

Grantor herein reserving a life estate for and-doring his
) nataral (1ife and then unks the Grantee herein in fee simple in
n nyegragcordancerwith the terms-as-set forth in attached Exhibit “B".

Alsc known as Parcel #30/32/16/7000007240/0200,

- .Eﬁbject-to easements, restrictions and rveservations of record.
Subject to taxes for the year 1988 and sabgequent vears,

*

- ore e b e 1;-..-- {3 R Lo

, r\.‘l.l-lnglll-'ﬂ .

_',.--,a..‘ 5 . e, famehiae Lo’
R R P RO (S

~and safd gmmur :Ioes]mmhy Tilky warrant Lhe Lite tesaid lerd, and will defend the semé egainst ihe lawfiel claims of el persons whomsoevr,
* wrranport and “grentes’ are used (or smgular or phural, as contead requines,

n E[iﬂttuema Yhifpereat,

NG HME 8- 90V BE

A Eﬁ!

antar fas heveunte st gratioe's bawd and seal the Jay wnd year Tirst abowve wrillen.

Sip erh gid daliver rpreséncd; - -
L A o . //% ’ (Seely
|4 p\/j’ WILLIAM ©. MG::RE
C:“-*\Pd_/rfa,«- Vil S i (e
(Seal}
-
(Scal)

STATEQF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF PIWELLAS -
I HEREBRY CERTIFY that on lhls day before me, an officer duly qualitied wlake acknowledgments, persanally appl:arcd

WILLIAM . MUDHE + A SINGLE MAN

i
.- I e known 1o be the pcr&on fdescnhcd in and wha executed the foregoing instrument and acknewdedged before me %
Jhat | he .cxcmn:dsanm

bwernl Sepncal - Forl ESTATE

5 hTH dayof, alGUsT
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. My commission.ix

A

EFREFARED- ErY- '

STEWART FIIIELI"I";'-»‘I‘ITLE COMPANY
1120 PINELLAS BAYHAY, NG, 208 & 208
F.0. BQY 58057

faer
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ENAIRIT “a"

A tract of sulmerged land kn Eactinn A, Tewesht 7T OESTT
. .

Range 16 Bast, DPinsllas Cownty, larids, i g i, s

v indesoribed-as follows:  From Phe Taed ah ! P BT
Section 30, said guartel sechion eblner T ey, PTer Ren BTt
corner of Government Dol 3 of sald S Sirge 0, ran Beeal PO0L00N
fest, more of less, to Lhe mean gl wais! S RTINS
Bay; thence run ¥ovrkh ¥5 deg. 1757 1Ot Tt taAnnLAT Tt o
vaink of Deginning: Llanes Tonm Nl ff Tesl TRPoET TR
#56.18 feat; thepceo run Xarth pia A L T R
thence run South 40 deg. 3% 3% T e
South 17 deg. 420 007 ®Wesh, X605 "ol T LTt T
Beginning. )
LESE AND EXCEPT THE TOLIOWNING:
A GLract of submerged laad in Secticy 39, e U T AR

Range 16 EBast, Pinellas Counly, Brlore b, e e P .
degoribed sz follows:  Proo Lhe Tash FOTTRREE AL
Cacition 30, gaid quarber dofner et Teey Tanlee, e W tDot

: . AL

corner of Government Lub I of wadd coch i ST, L Wbl d

foet; more o1 leas ko Llne mran Digh weataes et - TUL I A
Bay; thence run X, 75 Feg. 157 38" WL, LT I Rl RS JRC L
17 deg. 42' 00" Bast, 42G.0% Crnst favr g TLDLTLG tlaw s 2T
_deg. 431 24" W., 401.40 fect; Lleenes W T P

" Q0,00 feel; thepee &, A0 deqg. i I R L LA !

8. 17 deg. 42° 00" W., 200.00 Teot re the Do EERE TR R L
ALSD IESS MM} BXCEPT:

4 tract of submerged land Tn Seciinn: LT I T Tt
Range 16 East, Pinellas County, Frog S.0n, oaze oot bentoris
described as follows: Troi 1le Tabb, spmart oo o
Section 30, said quarber B T T L RS TR
corner af Government Fob 1ol < PR A
foot, mare or legs, bo Yhe mean DION et wt oo T Thaon TR
Bay; thence run %, 73 dey. 157 1§ w., taifnnT fn T R
of Beginning; Lhenece ran 3. A6 deg. 330 RAT o, TSR Feodes
thonoe run M. 28 deg. 570 81" B, G070 Do v T Ty
"271 50 E., 454,25 footp bthence 5. R

‘feet to the Peint of ey 3 i oen -

Page 1 of 2

|b‘3‘i it
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EXHIBIT "A"

BlEo deporibod as!

A track of sumberged land in Seation 30, Township 32 South,
Eange 168 East, Pinellas County, Florida, more particularly
deznribed as follows: From the East guarter cornsr of said

- gection 30, said guarter section cornaer being the Sontheast
cornar of Government Lot 1 of said Geckion 30, run West B29.43
feet, morc or less, Lo the mean nigh water mark of Boca Ciaga
Bay: thence run N. 73 deg. 15¢ 19"W., l408.62 fest for a Point
nf Beginning; thenes run H. 66. deg, 39" DO"H., 456,16 feet;
thenoe run H. 28 deg. 8577 SL"E., 15.46 feet; thence &. 41 deg.
43" 24"}E., 401.04 feet; thence 5. 17 deg. 42' OU"W., 426,05 fect

to the DBoint of Deginning;

LEES YTHE FOLLOWING:

. - .

A tract of submerged land in Section 30, Township 32 South.
fange 16 cast, Finellas County. Florida, morc particularly
deseribed as follows: From the East quarter corper of gaid
Sestion 30, said guarter se¢tion gornet being the Southeast
corner of Goverament Lot ) of gaid Sectien 30, run West 829.45
feetb, more or less, ta the mean high water mark of Doca Ciega
"fﬂdy}*thcncearunnn.m?ﬁ:deg.flﬁf.lﬁ“w., 1408,62 feet for a Point
of Begihning; thence run N. 66 deg. 390 00T, 456,18 feek;
thenee wun W. 20 deg. 37' 51"E.. 33Y7.83 Leet: thence 8. 43 ded.
2TVRGYE,, 454,25 feet; thence 5. 17 deg. 42' 00"H., 15B.13 feet
“to the Point of Neginnindg.

FRN VN
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ByHIBET "B

H. Upon the death of the Life Tenank, the life estate shall
berminate and title to the propaikty a.n;ci all improvemcnbks thersta, including
call. fixtures now or hereafter attau:.'hde:l to-any buildings on the properby
shall west in and becoms the property of the Remainderman. -

b. ' Life Tenant may insure any inpeovemants he places on the
property sufficlient to protect his interest therein.

¢, Idfe Tenant shall keep and repair ﬂie property in as gogd
a condition as at the Lime of creation of this life estate; provided, however
Life Tenant need not restere or replace buildings on the property that
may be destroyed by fire or other castalty not the fault of Life Tenant.
Iife Tenant shall make all repaire to improvemsnts located on the property
which Life Tenant deems nuc'r\assax}r to maintain the property for Life Tenant's
use, at Life Tenant's ewpense. Any improvements to the property, including
-i.neW construetion or renovation vof oxisting improvernsnks, shall be at Life
Tenant's scle expense ond, .at the death of Life Tenant; shall Locone te
: property 0f - Remaindexian, - Rewalnderman shall not owe' eny colpensation
ﬁ} Life Tenant for any improvements thalk Life Tenant places on the propecty.

&, Life Tenant shall rot commit or permit waste .of the property
and shall be liakle to Remsinderman for any .such waste, or any loss o
reduction in va_lue of the property which is the .resu.lt. of frauvd or grosk
_and_willfull:_nagli;:]cme on the part of the Life Tepant.

e. .Life Tensnt shall wse Lthe property for nmon-comvercial re— -

- oceeatlonal and . tewporary . residential purposes only., It is the intent of

;He parties horeto that Life Tenant shall not during.his life tenamsy une
reasonably increase the hurden of his use of the property beyond That in
ﬁxistence as of he tims of creation of his life tenancy, wiliout Rewain-
.den‘nan‘:i prior wrikten consent. Life Tenant st;:ill net uge the property
-for any illegal wse, Life Tenant shall, at all Eimes, comply with ali
applicable fedaral, state and locsl laws, rules, regulations and ocdinances
relating to Lhe Iuae of. the property. Any and all improvemshts to the pro-
~perty shall be in compliance with said-laws, rules, regulations and ordinan-
n:::-‘,-s..

£. Life Tepant shall not lease the property withoub Remaindsrman's

prior writlen consenk.

Al-19
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. Lifo Tenant shall hawe no power or authoriky to sell, mortgage,
pledge, convey or otherwise encumber the remalndemran's lnterast in the
property. If Life Tenant sells, rrs::rt‘qages. pPledges, conveys OF Cnounbors
the _remaindermafn's  iptorcsk in the p'rr:perty, or il amy attempt 1s made
to subjoct the remalndexian's intereat in the property t-r:r liability Eor
payment of Life Tenant's dcbbts or the dehbts of his wife and children, if
any, then Dhis life estate shall immediately terminate @il Lhe property
and all improvemrents thoceto shall pass Lo Beralndermon.

- h. If Iife Tenank becomes insclvent or bankeupt, whether such
bankruptey i= voluntary or involuntary, then the lifo estate shall terminate
“and the property and all iwprovements thereto shall pass bto Remaindzrman.

i, Life Tenant shall not excavate or mine tho property for the
purpose of production of Eil, gas ofF any other minsrals wdderlying the
property.. _

+ 3. lf, after clesing, the property becomas subject to a speclal
assesament for puelic  Jeprovemshits which benefits the the remgirder of
the proporly, the assessment -shall' be -apporticned bobween: the Life Tenant:
. and Rewainderman with the LiPe Tenant-paylng -that poreion-of bhe assessmant
- equal to the ratic of his remaining 1life sxpectancy at Ehe &lme of oo
struction of the public iwprovoment divided by the estimated life of the
’ ir.r'prnvemnt.

e Ko life Tonant. shall be cresponsible for payment of any taxed
.-and -‘assessments, subject o subpacageaph (i), on the property when due,
If Life Tenant falls to pay such baxes and/or assessments when due,- the
1ife estate shall teomlnabe and the property and all - feprovemcnts thoreto
anall pass to Remaindecman. - - -

l. At all times during his life temancy, Life Tenant shall main-
tain Mhe following insurance coverage: : R
N Comprehonsive General Idabliliky coverdng  lHiabiliky assumed  under
-inﬂx:mnifir:ation pra'.risions'oﬁ this Agresment, with Combinded Single -limits
of liabkility for property damage and personal injury andfor bodily injury,
incleding. death, . of - nol le=a than . $100,000 per person amd not -lesa -than '
£300,000 efach cocucrence. Coverage shall be on an Pocowrence”. basis,
and the golicy shall include Broad Form Property Damsge ooveragoe, Limits
may be provided by any cosbipation of - Primary and Excess coverage so long
a5 minimam coverages and rimits are provided without gaps . .

Al -20
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A Cortificate of insuwrancee snoll be filed afd aalntained with tho
Finzllas County Department of Risk Managemcnk ducing e term of the lif;:.l
egtate; and Lii:'e Tonant shall noklfy Run';::indr-_rrn'an with Lwenby—four (24)
hawrs after receipt of any notice of gpapivation, cancellabion, non~renewal
or material ::Pa.ngo in coveraga,. Componies issuing the Insurance policy
or policies, shall have no recowrse againslk County for paymonk of premiums
‘or assessipents Loy ay deductibles which are ab the sole responsibility
a'_ml xlgk of Idfe Yenank, The Pinsllas County Poawd of County Comnissionens
snall e ehdorssd o the required policy or policies as an additiocnal in-
sured, Toe policy clause "Other Insuwcance" shall not apply to any insurancs
caverage currontly held by County, to any such fulure coverage, or to
County's Sclf-Insured Rel.;enti;ons of vhatever nature,

m. Life Tenant agrees o indemnify and save harpdess the Hemain-
sderman: from and:against all-loss or expense {including costs and atbornsy's
fees) by reason of liabilit;;f imposed | ke law upon Remsipderman for damages
tincluding any -strict or statutory liability and any lisbiliity under Worker's
Compensakbicn Laws) beca;.lse of bodily-injuey, including death, at the time
therefrom, swestalned oy any person or perscons, of danads to proporby, includ-

ing logss of use thereof, arising oub of ot in conseguente of the use of

the ..property, whether - such. injurics - to. persons .or. damage -to -propexty is-

due or clalmed té ba due to the pegligence of the Life Tonont, his suh-

coontractors, - the Bemalnderman, their agents - or -employees, oxcepl only such-

injury or damago as shall have. been occasioned lw the sole negligence - of

the Rewalnderman.

5 Al
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DAY

BORRD QF TRUSTEES OF THE INTERNAL
MPROVEMENT TRDET FUND OF THE
STATE OF FLORIDA

LERSE AGREEMENT
SHELL KEY

Yeoada Ho. 4230
THIS LEASE AGREEMENT, made and entexed intoc this &ﬁ%& day

of j}&ﬂﬂMﬂﬁéhf 2000, Ly and betwesn the POARD OF TRUSTEES OF

THE INTERMAL INPROVEMERNT TRUST FUNE OF THE STATE OF FLORTDA
harainafter.referrﬂd to an "LESSOR,™ and PINELLAS COUNTY, FLORIDA
herainafter referred te ag "LESJEE.H

LEggor, for end in consideration of mutual covenants and
agreements hereinafter contalned, doos hersby lease ko BRid
LESSEE, the lands describked in pavagraph 2 below, together with
thae imprnvemsnts thereon, and gubiect to the following terms and
condltiong:

i, DEYEGATIONS OF AUTHORITY: LEBSOR’S raesponglbilitios and

obligatlions herein shall bhe sxercisgsd by thae bivieion of skate
Lands, Department of Environmental Protacktion.

2. DESCRTPTION OF PREMISES: The preperty subject to thls 1&&56;

g pituated in the County of Finellas, State of Florids and iws
more partisularly deacribed in Exhibit "A" attached heraeto and
hareinafter called the "leased premlses’.

3. TERM: ‘Ttha term of this leazss shall he for a perled of Eifty

{50} yoars c:;:m:nnancing r.:n. L.D&C.em!lw 3? 000 and onding on

:Bﬁﬁﬁwb5V 8}2ﬂ579 unless soonar terminated pursuank to the

provisions of thia lea=a.

4. FURVOSE: LEZSEE shall manage the leased prumiﬁés only for
the conservation and protection of natursal and historlecal
resources and for Iaﬁﬂur&e haped puhlic outdoor activitlies and
educatlion which are competibhle with the congervation and
protection of these public lends, asg set_forﬁh in subaecticon
250,032¢f11), Florida Statutes, zlong with other related used
neocessary for the accompllehment of this purpopa as dasignated in

the Management Plan regqulred by paragraph 8 of this lense.
A2~ 2



i, QUIRT ENJOIMENT AND RIGHT OF USE: LESSEE shall have tho

right of ingress and egress ta, from and upon the leasad premises
for all purpasas necessary to the full quiet enjoyment by said
LESSEE of tha rights conveyed haredin.

6. URAUTHORIZED USE: LESSEE shall, through its agants and

employees, will uwas avary rmagonablea affert to prevent the
pnautharized usc of tha leased premisas ox any ise tharoof nok in
conformity with this lease.

7. ASSTCNMENT: This laase shall not ba assignad in whele or in
part without the prier written conzant of LESSCR, which oonsent

shall nob be unreascnably withheld. Any assignment mads aither

in whole or in part without the pricr written ogonsant of LESSOR

$hall ke void and witheut legal affect,

8, MANAGEMEWT PLAM: LESESEE shall prepaze and svbmit &
Manageman# FPlan for the leased premisas in accordance with
subsaction 18-2.021{4), Florida ndmipistrative Code, within
twelve montha of the effactive date of thin leasm, The
Management Blan ahall be submitted to LESSOR for approval threugh
tha Division of State Landsa, Dopartment of Environmental
Trotention. The leasad premisas shall not be devaloped or
physically altared in any way other than what is necessaxy f&r
security and maintenance of tha leased promisea without tha prioz
written epproval of LESSOR until the Managament Plan is approved,
LESSEE shall provide LESSOR with an opportunity to participata in
all phasea of preparing and daveléping tha Managemant Plan for
the iemsed premisas. The Management Plan shall bo submittad o
LESZOR in #xaft form for rﬁview.and ocomments within tan months of
_tha esffective date _of this lecase. LESEEE ghall give LESSOR
reasonabla notice of tha application for and receipt of any -
stata, fedaral or loeal parmiﬁs a5 well as any publioc hearings or
meatings raleting to the davalopment or uszé of th; laasad
premises, LESSEE shall not procaad with developwent of said
leszed premises ineluding, but not limited %o, funding, permit
Page 2 of 20

Leasa Ho. 4228

Reviacd DBf09/24
AL — 3



applicationsz, dealgn or building contracta until tha Hanageﬁﬁnt_
ﬁian regquired hereiln has been submitted and approved., Any
financial commitments made by LESSEE which are not in compliance
with the terzms of this lo;sa shall be dona at LESSEE'S own riak,
The approved Management Flan zhall provida the basic guidance for
all managemun£ amtivities and shall be reviewed jointly by LESSEE
and IESEQR at least evaery five years. LESSEE shall not-usze or
altear the leased premises axcaﬁt az provided for in the =approvad
Management Plan without the prior writkan approval of LEISOR.

The Management Plan prapared undar this lesase shall idontify
managemsnt strategies for exatie speciesa, if prasant. Tha
introduction of axotis spocies ia prohibited, excapt when
spocifioally suthorizad by the approved Hanagement FPlan.

9. ‘ERSEMENTS: All eamsemants including, but not limitad to,
utility aaﬁemantq are exprossly prahibited without the prior
written approval of LESSOR. Any oesement not approved in writing
by LESSOR shall beo woid and witheout lagal =ffeat.

10. BSUDLEASES: This lease is for the purpones specified herain
_and subleasas of any nature are prohibited without.tha priox
writton approval of LESSOR, which approval ahall not be
unreazonably withhald. #ny sublease not approved dn writing by
LESSOR shall be void and without logal effact.

11. RIGHT OF INSPECTION: LESSOR or its duly authorized agonts,

rapresentativos or employees shall have the right to reascnably
~inspect tha lessed promises and tho worka and eperations of
TESSEE in any matiar portaining to this leasa.

12, PLACEMENT AND BEMOVAL OF IMPROVEMENTS: R1L building:,

strijobures and improvements shall bs constructed-in.accordance -
with plans tﬁat are in asgordancn with tha approved Hanagement
Plan -or.shall. requize the prior written approval of IESSOR as bto
purpose, location and design which approval shall not ba
unreasonably withheld. Further, no trasa, other than non-pative
species, shall ba removed or major land glteraticons done without
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_the pricr written approval of LESS50R. Remasvable esquipnent nnd-
ramovable improvemants placad on the leased premises by LESSEE
which do not becoms a permanent part of the leased premizesz will
romain tho proporty of LESSEE and may be removed Ly LESSEE beforae
or upon tarmiﬁ;£ian of thinm laasa.

13, INSURRMCE REQUIREMEMTS: LESSEE ghall provide written

avidonca that Pinellas Ceunty is self-insurad puravant to
Saction TEE.208({15) Florida Statukas pricr to the effectiva date
of this lease to the Bureau of Publie Landd hdmini;trntinn,
Piviseion of EBEtate Lands, Department ¢f Eavironmantal Protection,
Mail Station 130, 3300 Commonwaalth Bouiavard,-Tallahassaa,
Florida 32339-3000, 'The cortificata of self-insuranco shall
ﬁ;uvida for c;sualty and liahility covaracgn, LESSEE shall -
immodiately notify LESSOR and the insuxer of any erection cr
ramaval af any pullding or othear lmproavemsnt on the leasad
promiscs and any changoas affoating the valuo of any improvemanta,
14, LIABILITY: FEach pazkby is rusponqibla_fortall porsonal
injury and propnrtf damage attributablo te the negligent acts oz
omizsions of that party and tha officera, employoos and agants
tharasf, MNothing horaoin ahall bo construcd ags an indemnity or &
walver of goverxelygn immunity enjoyed by any party hareto, az
providod in Scotion TEH.ZB, Florida Statutes, as amendaed from

time to bime, or any othor law providing limitstions on claims.

15. PAYMENT OF TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS: LESSEE shall azsumas full
responﬁibility for snd shali pay all taxes, assassmanta, lisna or.
ather similar Iiabilitdias thabt aoorua to thﬂ.lnannd proemines or

to the improveamsnts tharaﬁn ariasing aftar this loaso commoncaes
including any and all .ad valoron taxes and drainaga and.apacial
assazsmants or parsenal property taxes of every _kind and all
conatruction or materialman's liens which may ba hereaftar
lawfully assessed and laviad against the leased premises

subsaquent to the effoctiva data of this lease. In no avent
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_ghmll the LESSEE Le held liable for such Ilabilities which aroso~

prior to the effective date of this leaas.

16. N0 WATVER OF BREACH: The Failure of LESSOR to insist in any’
amn or mara instansces upoen atrict performanca of any ana or ADore
of tha covenants, terms and copditions of this leasa shall not he
construacd a; a waiver of such covanants, torms er condlitions, but
the =ama shall continua in full foxae and offsct, and ne waivar
of LESSOR of any of the provisions herecf shall in any evant ba
dasmad to have Lasen made unless the waiver iz set forth in
writing, signod by LESSJIR.

17. TIME: Time iz expressly doclared ®o be of tho essence of

this leaszo.

18, HON-LDISCRIMINATION: LESSEE.shall not disoriminate againat
any individual hécnusa of that individual!s race, color, .
raligion, msex, natlonal erigin, age, handicap, or marital status
with raspeoaot to any activity cccurring within the leased promises
ox wpon landa édjaéent to and used as an adjunét of tho leazad

" premisaa, |
15, UTILITY FEES: IESSEE shall be responaible Ffor the payment
?f'all charges for tho furnishing of gas, clectricit}, watar mnd
other public utilitiss to the loased preomises and fox having the

qakilitias turned off when the Ieascd premisas are aurrenderad.

20, MINERAL RTGETS: Thia lease does not cover pebtroloum or

potrolaum products or minarals snd does not give the right to
LESSEE to drill for oxr dovelop the sama. -

21, —-RYIGHT OF AUDIT:’ LESSEE whell make awvailable to LESSOR all

Financial and othar reccrds ralat;ng to th;z laasge, nnd LEZS0R,
_ahall have tha right to audit such rocords at .any reaﬂanahle timo .
during thg-termunf_this lease. This_zight shall ba continuouns
until this lease expires o is torxminated, This loase may ke

torminated by LESSOR should LESSEE £ail to allew public acoass to

all decumants, papars, intturs or other materials made or
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recalved in conjunchtion with this leaso, rurauant te the
provizions of Chapter 115, Florida Statutes,

22, COMDTITYION OF PREMISES: LESSOR assumas no lisbility or

ohligation to LESSEE with zreferance to the conditions of the
leased promises, YThe leased promisos horain are leased hy LEZBOR
to LESSEE in an 'as js" condition, with LESSOR assuming no
rasponsibility for the cara, fﬂpair, maintonanca of improvement

of the leased premises for tho benafit of LESSEE.

23. COMPLIRNCE WITH LaHS: LESSEE agrees that this laa;é is
cantingent uwpon and subjact to LESSEE obtaining all applicable
permits and complying with all applieabls permita, regulations,
ordinances, rulos, and laws of tha Stato of Florida or the United
Statazs or of any political suhdivision or agoncy of alther, =
24, HORICE: All natices glven undor thiz lsase shall he in
writing and shall ba served by cortificd mail including, but not-
limited to, natice aé any violation nmarved pursuant to Saction
253,04, Floxida Statutas, to tha last addresas &F the party to

whom notica is to ba given, an deafignated by such partf_in

writing. LESECR and LESSEE hareby dazignate thelr address as

follows:

LESSOR: Dopartment of Environmental Protautzun
Divislan of State Lianda .
Buroan of Foblic Land Adminiatration, M, 8. 130
3200 Commonwealth Baulevazxd, .
Tallahasson, Florida I2399-3000

LESSEE: Pinellas County. .. ' -
Feal Eatate-Management.Division
Ganezal Sorvicas Department
201 Bugers Htraab
Clearwatar, Florida 33756

Finellas Cnunty

Dopartment of Envmronmental Managemant
315 Court Strast

Clearwatar, Florida 33756

25, BIEACH OF COVENANTS, TEEMS, OR CONDITIONS: Should LESSEE
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*

| _hroagh any of the covenants, tamma, oT cﬁnditions af this leaaa, -
1¥SS0R shall give written notics to LESSEE to ramady such hraach
within sixty days of such notice. In the svent LESSER faila to
remedy the hraach to the patinfactien of LESSOR within snizxty days
of racaiﬁt of written nobica, LEESOR may eithor torminate this
leaszo and shall Enﬁoy guch other zights av&ilahla undar Florida
laws ko racovar any damagas,

26, DEMAGE TO THE IREMISES: {a] LESSEE ahall not do, or auffar

tq-ha dona, in, on or upon tha leasecd pramises or as affeokbing
said leaaad premises or adiaesnt propertiss, any aot which may
rasult in damage or deprooiatien of vaiua to the leasod premissas
ﬁr adjacent propertics, or any part therxecf. (b) LEASEE shall
not gensrats, atoro, praduce, place, treat, roaleass or dischargg
any contaminants, pollutants, or pollution, including, bub net
limited to, hazardous or tamic subakancea, chemicals er othor
agents on, inta, ot Frem the leased promisas or any adjasent
lands or waters in any manner not permitted bydlaw. For tha
purpusas of this leass, "hazardeus substances' shall mean and
inolude those olemants or sampounds defined in 42 UE& Sautinﬁ
D601 or which are contiined in the liat of hazardeus subatances
adoptad by the United States Fnvironmental Protaction hgonoy
{EPA} and the list of taxie paliutants designatad by tha United
Statesn Congreas or tha EFA or definad ky any ethexr fadozral, ztate
or local statuta, law, oxdinance, code, rule, raegulation, ordox
or docree regulating, relating teo, or imposing liskiliity o
shandaznda of conduct conearning any h%zardaus, toxic or dangarousz
wasata, spubatancea, matoriﬁl, pollutant oz contaminant.
rpollutantat and "pellution®” shall méah those products ox
substances definod in Chapters 376 and 403, Florida Statutes, and
the rules promulgated thereunder, all as amanded or updeted from
time to time.  In the.event of LESSEE's failure te comply wilth
thia paragraﬁh; TESSEE shall, at its solo cost and expensa,
promptly commence and diligently pursua any lagally zesguirad
Taga 7 of Z0
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closura, investigation, aszeasment, cleanup, dacontaminatiop, =~ -+
romedigtion, restoration and monitaring of {1) the. loasaed
premizaes, and {2} all eff-slte ground and surface waters and
lands affacted by IESSEE's such Fallure to complv, as may ba
necassary te bring the leased premisea and affocted off-sita
wators and lands into full complianca_ﬁitﬁ all applicablin
fadoral, state or local statutes, laws, oerdinancas, codas, roles,
ragulatlons, orders and decress, and to rastors the damagad
Froperty to the condition axisting immedintely prior to tha
otcurranse which cau;ed the damage. ITESSEE'S ohligations set
forth in this paragraph shall survive ﬁha termination or
expiration of this leasa, This paragraph ahall not ha canutrHEd"
.ﬁa a limitation upen LESEEE'S esbligations as set foxth in -
paragraph 14 of this laase, nox upon any other obligations or
regponaibilitias of LESSEE a3 sob forth hexein but neithor shall
this paragraph bo construns ax a waiver of sovereign immunity.
Hothing horein shall relieve LESSEE of any reaponsibility or
liability proscribed hy law feor finez, penaltieas and damages
levied by gaveznmontal agoncies, and the eoat of claaning up any
centamination cavand directlf or indirockly by LESSEE'S
activities or fasilities, Upon disceovery of & release of a
hazardouns substance or pollutank, or aﬁy othar wviclation of
lo=al, atabe ar fﬁdﬂral law, ordinance, code, rule, rogulation,
crdar or decroa relating to the genaration, storaga, prodactian,
placement, . treatment, relsasa or discharga of any contaminant,
LESSEE -shall ropert such wviclation to all applicable govornmartal
agencioﬂ'having jurisdiction, and to LESSOR, all within tho
reporting ﬁariuds af tha applicabls go&érnmantal agencies, This
paragraph ahall not he deemed to apply to any conditions existing
pﬁicr to the efifective date of this leaso.

£7. ENVIRUMMENTAL AUDIT: At YLESSOR'S dizerebiocn, LEZSEE =hall

provida IESS0R with a ourrent Yhase T  anvicoomental sita

asscasment conducted dn accordance with the Dopartment of
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 Environmental ZFrotoction, DPivision of Stake TLand'a standarda:

prier to termination of this lease, and 1f nacessary a Yhase LI

i

environmental site massezsmont.

28. SURRENDER OF PREMTSES: Upan termination or sxpiration of

thi2s leaas, LESSEE éhnil surrender the loased jramiszes o LESSOR.
In the ovont no further use of the leased preminsas or any part
theraof is naadad, LESEEﬁ snall give written notification to the
Bureay af Publle Land hdminintration, Divisien of State Lands,
papartment of Environmental Protection, Mall Station 130, 3500
Commonwoalth Boulavard, Tallshaszes, E;arida 323899-3000,; at loast

six mantha pricr to the release of any or all of tho leased

premines. Notification ghall include a legal description, thin.r

leasc number, and an explanation of the xslsase, Tha rxelaeaza
shall only ba valid if approved hy LESSOR through the axeﬁuticn
of a raloase of leoase instromeont with the pame formality as this
loase. Upon relaana of all or any part of the leased premisss ox
upon torminatien or expization of thia lease, all
pormanent/capikal imp:uveﬁents, ineluding bhoth fhysiéal
atructuras and modifications to tha leased premises, shall becoma
tho property of LESSOR, unloss LESSOR gives written notice ta
IESSEE to remove any or all such improvements at the expensa off
LESEEE, Yho decision to xetain any improvementa upon tormination
of this lcase shall bo ﬁt LESEOE'S mole diseration. FPrior ta
surrendor of all or any parct of the leazed ﬁrnmisas a
representativa of the Divislon of State Lands, Departmant of
Environmental Proteckion, shall parform an on~aito inspéction and
tho keaya to any bullding on the leased premisaa sﬁali hﬂ.turneﬂ

aver to tha Diwisalon.

99, BEST MANRGEMEWT -PRACTICES: LESSEE.shall implement applicable

Bast Managoment Practicos for all agklvities condustad undor this
leaze in complianse with paragraph 18-2.01B{2} {h}, Florids

Administrativa Cods, which have besn malected, davalcoped, or

Fags D of 20
Leaso Ho. 4228

Roviaed QBF0S/5Y A% — 10



approvad hy LESSOR, LESSEE or other land .ma.nnging agonciaes for
the protection and enhancement of the leased premisaes.

30. PUBLYXC LAMNDS hﬂEHRﬁPOD CONTROL PLAN. LESSEE ghall didentify

and suhsagquently dasigmate to the respective arthropod control
dintrict or districks within ane yenr of the effactiva d%ta of
this lozss all of tha.enviranmentally mannltivo and binlaéiéally
highly productivo lands centained within the leasod premises, in
accordance wilith Sscticen 388.41151, Fleorida Statutes and Chapter
EE-13, Flerxida Administrative Code, for the purpose of obtaining
a public lands arthropod contrsl plan for auch landa.

3L. EPROAIBITIONE AGLINST LIEHS OR OTHER ENCIRERAMNCES: Fee £itle

to the leazed premisas is held by LESSOR. LESSEE shall not do or

pérmit anything te ke done which purports to create g lien ox
encunbrance of any nature againzt the real propariy contained in
the laased premisos including, buk pot limited to, mertgages or
construction liens against tho loasod premiscs or against any
intezest of LESSCR therain.

3%. PARTIAL INVALIDITY: If any torm, covonant, condition or

provizion of this loasa shall be ruled by a court of compebant
jurdsdiction to bo, invalid, vaid, or unanforceabla, the remaindar
of tho provisoions shall remaln in full forsa and sffect and shall
in no way ba affacted; impaired or invalidated.

33, ARCHARCLOGICAYT, AND HISTORIC SXITEE: Exccution of thias leasa

in no Way affeckts any of the parties' chligaticns pursunnt ko
Chaptor 267, Florida Staktutas, Tha éollentian uf artifacts or
.tha distuxhanca-éf archanological and histexric sitea on state-
ownad Landa dn prohibiliad ﬁﬁleaa prior authorxization has beon
obtained f£from the Departmant of Stata, Divinion of Bistarical
Ranourcas, Tha ﬂanagament Plan prepared pursuant to Chapter 18-2
Florida Adminiatrative Cods, shall be reviewad Ly the Division of
Histeorical Resources to insure that adequate measures have pesn

planned to looats, identify, protect and preserve tha
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archasnlogical and histories sites and properties on tho leased
premisos.

34. SOVERETGHTY SUBMERGED LANPS: This laano antharizas the uaa

of any lands looated landward and watarward of tha mean or
srdinary high water line of any lake, rivex, stream, cweek, bay,
astunry, or other watar hﬁdy uﬁ thea Qators or tha airz sopace
tharaabcfa.

25, ENTIEE MHDERSTANDING: Thiz lease =zets fozth the entirs

undsrstanding hotween tha partics and shall only be amended with
the prior written spproval of LEISOR.

9§. MAINTENRNCE OF IMDPROVEMENTS: LESSEE shall maintain the real

property contained within tha leased premises and the
"impraovemonts logatad theroon, in a state of geod ceonditieon,
working ordex and repair including, but not limited to, keesping
tha laaéed preminaos frese of trash or litter to Eh; extent
practicable, moeting all building and safety cudas far the
location situated, maintaining the planned impiovements as sob
forth in the approved Management Plan and maintaining any and all
exizting raads; ;anals, ditehes, cuwlvarts, xrisors and the like in
as good canditicn as the aama may be on tha affective daéa of
this lease, reasonableo wear and tear excapked; provided, howevar,
that any remaval, olosure, ete, of the above improvemants ahall
be mocaptable whan tha proposad activity isa censistent with tha
goals of consoxvation, protection, enhancement, or safeby of the
natural and histeriecal rassnrens within the leased premisesz and

with the approved Managemant Plan.

3% GOVERMNING LAW: This lease shall ha govorncd.by and

intarproted secording to the lawa-of thoe State of Flcridaﬁ=;—
38, BSIGWS: LESSEE—szhall-ansure that the-area. is identificd as
being publicly owhed and operated as .a.public f%cility in all
signs, literaturc and advertising, IX£ Ffadaral grants'cr funda

are vaed by LESSRER for any project on the leased premdssa LESSEE
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~8hall erect snigns idéntifying the leasad premiscs as a federaliy -
assisted rroject, .

35. BSECTION CAPTIONS: Articlasa, subscetions and other captions

containad in this lease are For rafarence purposes only and arza
in no way intanded to doscribe, interprek, dafine or limit the
scopa, axtent or intont of this lwase or any provisiona tharaof.

4%. ADMINISTRATIVE FEE: LESSEE shall pay LESS50R an annusl

administrative foo of §300, The initial annual administrativa
fea zhall ke payablae within thirty days from tha date of
exegution of thils lease agreemont and shall be prorxated based on
the numbhexr of months or fraotion thoraof remaining in tha fiscal
year of oxacutien, For purposas of this lease agroemont, the -
éincal year shall bhe tho peried axtending from July 1 to June 30,
Each annual payment thoreafter shall be due and payable on July 1

of sach suhseguent yoar,

41. EPECIAL CONDITIONS:; The following spocial conditions shall

apply ta this lease:

i) Tha primary purpose of thiz lease shall ha to ensura
mazpagemant compatible with the protection and
canzervation of winbtaring and nesting shbreﬁirds and
gat forth in subsection 25%.032(11) Florida Statontes,

2] The managemsnt plan regquirad by thiz leaso agraamank
shall dolineats coxe axeas for tha ﬁratection Ef
—aho?ohirds within the groatar Shell Rey arxea. Tha
Florida Game and Froah Watar Fish Copmission
{cﬁmﬁiuainni ataff hasn ngrééﬂ to masist in mapping
these corn areas,

L} . Critical bird hahitat within the cora area shall at
minimum Be posted to prohibit trepass and minimize

human distvrbaneo to wintering, nesting, and migrating
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;horabirds. Bacausa thea exact looabtion of aritiaal
bixd habitat on tho island phifts somawhat lenm year ':I:.n
¥aar, tha p.cutad. boupdaries should remain £loxible and,
raflagtive of hird use and changes in island grography
and topography. Commiszion ataff wi.ll bea available to
megst with Plnallas County in Hovembar and Eaﬁuary of
axch year to plan and coordinate postiﬁg for wj:nterinﬁ
and nesting shorobirda ?espectivalyJ

43 Finollaes 'County leash laws shall he enforeod on Shell
Fay.

) Béach raking and machanical cleaning agtivitias ahal;_
be prohibitad on Shell Key during shorebird neating _
season (Marech 1'° — Ruguat 1'% and marine turtle .

nesting soason (May 1"F - Ookober 31'Y.

v
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IN. WITNESS NHEREOF, the part;au heve gaused this 1ease
to ha executed on tha day aid year firset above written. Scoa

'nnﬁnn_or TRUSTEES OF THE INTERMAL
IMFROVEMENT - TRUST FUWD OF THE
STATE OF FLORIDA

éiﬁfél; déén?JZLﬁqu 3 By: xéﬂhﬂbif?.dﬁilﬂdmﬂrx_ {SELL)

GLORIA C. NELSOM, OPERATTONS
AND MANAGFMENT CONSULTANT .
MANAGER, SUREAT OF PUOBLTC
LAND RDMINISTHATION,
DI¥ISION OF STATE LRNDS
DEPARYMENT OF ENVIROMMENTAL
PROTECTION

L&%&Mﬂj - “LESSOR”

Frint/Type Witnees Nama

STATE OF FLORIDA
C?UITI‘Y' OF LEOH

The foregeing inetrument waa sasknowledged hefora ma thils
E? day of srafba e 20%y by Glorla C. Nelmon,

‘Operations ‘and Managemant Consultank Manager, Bureau of Fubllc
Land hdminlatration, Plvision of State Landa, Rapartment of
Environmeantal Protectian, ag agunt for and on behalf of the Board
of Trustess of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund of the State
of Floxida, who is personally known to ms or whe has produced
ag 1dentificaticon.

%ﬁum f;((?mm

Hotaxy Puhlic, Btata of Florida

Prink/Type Notary Hame

Commiesicn Humbar;

"6%1 Eheenca L Dopis
: § M7 COMIRSEON # CCTRN BXOtRiS
Commleslon Expirens Cileber £1, 104

BT 1 THAA TROT A2 PR TANCE, T

Aporoved as to

Form and. Legallty
| ;;{wx/oi Hio

- BEF -Attormey-
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FINELLAS COUNTY, FLORIDA, through

é&ﬁﬁri OF COUNTY CDMIVHSSIDNERS

Witneds
(g1 FT:;ohr"‘- /é&‘ dEer B SrEretr
Pnnb’l":,r Name Print/Type Name
&CP (g
Wlmess Title: A o ata )
8/# BNt '[:, o ?;
Pnnlﬂ'jrp[: Mame

OFFICIAL SEAL «.

ATTEST:

Kerleen B, De Bloker
Cletk of the Circuit Co
By:

Freputy Clerk

I1LES SEEH

STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF FINELLAS

arb | ent was d before me this 3o d&%@m&,ﬁmﬂ
b}" y ! : ATES as e

, mspcctwely, att behalf of the Board of County

produeed - Az identifeati

Matary Publie, State of Florida

oy &r?j \Lm ol

Type Nmml,f Ndm
Huryan Klm Haan

.. WASSIIN @ [LE1073 EXRAES
Commissien Mumber: {1 g e e By
FETvA - MenTBTHY e LeHptLegs, b,

Commiséion Expires:

. APPROVED ASTO FORM
Page 15 20 o Q QQPE OF SQUNTY ATTDRNEY,,
Lease No. 4228 E}, S A S Eﬁ
Revised 08/09/99 Attorney
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ALSO LESS AND EXCEPT:

All State of Florida owned submerged fands, submerged lunds
being defined as any land waterward of the mean high water line as they

may shift from tinie to time during the term of this Leass by flooding ar
accrelion,

ALSO LESS AN EXCEPT;

That certain tract, as recorded in O.R. 4640, Page 1653, public records of
Pinellas Covnty, Flonda, being descibed as fallaws:

From the Mowthwest Comer of Section 8, Township 32 South,
Range 16 East, Finellas County, Florida, un S 08746'37"E,
21,060 ft.; thence § 63°5 146" W, 911,98 (1. far a Point

of Beginning; thence 8 02°11'00"E, 815.36 f.:

thence 5§ 36°40°00" W, 500 fi. thence 5 86°0149"W, 641.20 ft.;
thence W 20°30°00"E, 1,050 It,; thenee M 56°20'00ME, 540 ft;
thence M 6875147 E, 159,65 fi. to the Point of Bepinning.

ALSO LESS AND EXCEPT:

That certain tract, as recorded in Q.R. 10235, Page 147 public records of
Finetlas County, Flarida, being deseribed as follows:

From the Nnrthwest Comer of Saclion 6, Township 32 Souh,

Range 16 East, Pinellas County, Florida, run 8 08°46'37"E, 21,060 ft.
for a Point of Beginning: thence 8 70*20°'00™E, 380 L.

thenes § 04 °50'00"E, 480 R.; thence 5 38° 10°00"W, 400 1.

thence § 56°35'00"W, 950 f.; thence N 02°1 1'00"W, 81536 L.
thenee M 65°51'46"E, 911.98 &, to the Palnt of Beginning.
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MANAGEMENT ACREEMEHT FOR, CERTATH SOVEREIGHTY

I - SUBMEROED LANDS N PLVELLAS COUNTY, FLORIDA . A
AGREEMENT HO. MA 52-132 . | - .
BOT FiL.E NO. 520321574 ) '

WEHEREAS, l_.he Boasrd ut‘Tm.s_lccs of e Intemal lmprowereent Trast Fund holds Hile to certain sovercignty

submerged lands Tn Pinclas Cownty, Flocida, and

WHEREAS, the Board of Trusta£s of the Inte mal Lmtprove me ot Trust Fund rnny auﬂ:oriz_-: the uanagament '
of said lands by virtea of Chapler 23303, Florida Slatutes; and .

VWHEREAS, FINELLAS COUNTY, FLORIDA desites to manags the subject lands for public purposes a
outlined in Exhibit "A" afiashad hershe:

MNOW, THEREFORE, THE BOhRD.CI-F TRUSTEES OF THE MTERMAL IMPROVEMENT TRUST
FUHD OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA, referred ta herein as "Franlo™, herehy grants bo PINELLAS QOLTNTTY,
FLORIDA , harzin refermed 2o as "Grantec®, the right to manags far public purposes the site described in Exchiblt "B" -
atiached karsto and rmade patt hereol, for 3 period concurrent with Lease Agreement Mo, 4228 between the Board of

Trustzes of the Internal Tmpeovere ot 'II'n.u.t Fund and Pinellas Coualy, Flarida, on the follewing terms and

1

conditions:

1. MAMAGEMENT OF THE PROPERTY: Grankes shall manage the subfect propedits 25 provided in
(e management plan attachad as Exhibit "A™ Ls 2 mannar which wili nat confiiet with the conservation, protection
and gihancement af said lands and whicl will nat IntecReae with the makntenance of public navigation projects ar
ather public warks projects authadzed by the United States Congress,  The Granles shall nat alier the propery or
engage. In any activity cxcept os provided for in the required plan withgut the price writies appeavat of the Grantos,

2. RIGHT TOTMSPECT: The Granlor shall have (ke right ab ady e 1o inspect the works and ope cations
ol the Grantse in ony matter pertaining bo this Agresment. !

A, PROPERTY BIGHTS: This Agrecme nt dosy nul convey any titde Enlarast vo the otes descrbed in
Euhibit "0 avached herete.

4, TERMINATION OF AGREEMENT: This Apreement may be termlnated by either party, only if Lease
Amreement Ho. 4228 is concwrently termiinated under the teom of the Lease, Written notice of the intent 1o
temninale this Agreement will be provided Lo the other party a1 teast 60 days prior fo the daté af teemination. Upen
tzriinaticn or expimabion of (s Agreement, the Qrantes agrees to feave all fived improvements for the use of the
Clranter and vo pat ne claim vpon $aid fied improvements; or, et thz aption of the Srutor, the Gratee agrees o -7
remave any of 2l irnprovensents fron the property a1 Granlee's sxpense,

5 GRANTOR'S RIGHT TO GRANT COMPATIELE USES OF THE PROPERTY: The Grantor retains
the Tight ba cater the proparty aid te engage ln monagement aclivitiza alher than thase provided For herein following
notification te and consuliation with the Grantee and further rotalns e Tight to grant approval far compatible uses of

_ the praperty to third partica during the term of this Agrecment. The Grankar shall determine whether ¢ nat any

propased uses bya third party arc.compatible with the ures autherized herein

6. RENEWALPROVISIONS: Fenewal of this agreement wilk coincide with renswal of lease Mo, 4228,
Any renewal granted shall be subject to the tems, conditions and provlslons of ranagement slandaeds and

_ applicable faws, rules and regutations In effect at that Eme.
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7. ASSIGIMMENT OF MAMAGEMENT AGREEMENT: This Apreement shall not be assigmedor .
atherwise tansizreed without pelar writton cansent of the Granlor ot it duly aulborized apent and which consent =™

-7 shall not be unressanably witheld. Aoy aeslpnmme e or aiher transfer withous prier written consent af the Graotar
shall be nudt and void and withou! [epal e fFeet,

£ [MDEMNTFICATIONINYES TIGATION OF ALL CLARS: The Grantec shali investgate all claims ¢
eFevery natute ot ks cxpenss. Fach party is respousible for ol persenal ury end propecty damapes eftribotable to
it neglizent sels ar omissions of that party and the afTicers, employess and agents thereol, Nothing herein shadl be
construed 25 an indemnity or 2 waiver o zoversign immunity enfoyed by any party heteto, 3% provided in Sectinn
763,28, Flarida Soiutes, 15 amended from time 1o lime, or roy other law providing dmdtatians an claims,

9 FITLETC ALL TREASURE {EOYVE ARTIFACTS AND ORJECTS OF AN HOUIY : SecHon
267 B61(R{b]}, Flocida Siatutes, speeifics that title to all reaswre trave, artifacls and sych ohjects oFan
intrinsic, sclentific o7 histatical and archaeqlogical vatue, which have been shandaned on siate-owned
oemed sovereignty submecged lands is vested it the Division of Histerical Resourees (CHR) of the Depariment of
Sdate, for the purpase o Fadminiateation and pralection far e State of Florida, Execulion of this Agresment in no
wiy alfects oy of the partics' obligations purswant to Chapter 267, Florida Stafutes. The dismorbanee of
archazalogical aad Blstodeal aites an slabe-owned lands is prohabited unless prlor authorization bas been chiained
from DHI. All peoposafs for changes In e character oruse af state lands shall be coprdinaied with DHR, in order
b nudfigate potential damape or distuchance @b, at to preserve, archaenlogical and histarical sites and propertes,

10, HON-DISCRIMIMATION: The Crantes shall not diseciminate againdt any individual because of that
individual's mce, color, religion, sex, national grigln, age, handicap, or tnarilal status with respeat to any activity
accwring within the area suhlect to this Agreement oc upan fands adjacent to and wsed a5 an adjunt of the area.

- 1. MEMLIE: Cirgates waives venue as to any lidgation arising from mattars telating to this matagement

apreerment and pny such litigation betwren Grantor and Grantee shatl be injtfared and mointained only s Lean —
County, Florida,

Houity having
lznds or state-
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE INTERNAL
IMPROVERENT TRUST FULE OF THE STATE

o OF FLORIDA
Orginal Signature : {SEAL)
Ton. ﬂu‘z’-’/{mf py: M0 O, @ A 2000 ,
PrintType Mams of Wimes Tilora ©. Melzen, Opeations ard Mansgeme ol Consliznt ’
y Ianager, Bureaw af Publia Land Administration,
g, Privision of State Lands, Department of Environmenlal
Origina! Signatuce Frotection, as agent for and on beliall of dis Boord of Towstess of
II"’{ the Intermal Inprove mant Trust Fand of the SL1g of Flodda
Print! Type Mame of Witness
"GRAWTOR"

STATE OF FLORIDA '
COUNTY OF LEON
‘The foregaing instrument was acknowladped before ms this dayof VIO by Gloain
Helzon, Opemtions g hinpapement Consultant Manager, Hun:_l._,,p_f Public Land Administration, Division of Stale Eands,
Dcpariment of Envirmnental Protecton, as apent for and o bebalf of the Beard of Trusiees of the |ptemat Improvement Trost
Fusd rfihe Sta4g pfFlarida. She iz pecsonally known o me.
APFROYED AS TO TORM AND LEGALITY:

Metlary Public, State of Florida -

/P;’E MT ( If—a, : ~

DER Atk

Printed, Typed o7 Stamped Manis o

My Commission Expires:

1\
Commission'3erial o, -

Fingllas Coualy Board of County Commissioners {SEALY

' Origina[Siéﬂamm Oriyindl Signature of Executing Aulhority
H'! £ i O™y Eobers B, Sieorar
TypedTeinted Mame of Witness TypedfPrinted Mame of Exccufing Authorine . L
{D . [\ Crara B r.ﬁ\lf_.. - Chatrmman . -
Criginal Signanire Tifle ol Exceubing Authonity —_—
. Elaine  Con
TypediFrinted Naige of Witness “SRANTEE" | =
) . .1 - N
ETATE OF i ATTEST: Karlesn F. De Bla'ku;l cm o

COLUNTY OF - Pv.:,,.&LL .‘-ré By:
Deput [‘-lerh -

The forepoing instrurest was acknawledged before me this e thay of el

L2000, Ly
Lchert B. Stevars a5 Cltabman, forand on behalCof e Pipsling County Board of County Commmissionsrs. 10 Is s peraonally koo

Tome orpredneet ———~ . __ac {damitheatimm.

Hl.-}m Eim Hahn
M:'r Cumﬁﬁ% ,iﬁ_ﬂ KIN ¥ CLE1Hx EXTIRES

HE e hn:#r;l;immlwmauﬂ- Motary Public, Stalz of_ .I: [ﬂh—ﬁh'—
t{ﬂ%ﬁ li.t [ l‘[ H-I\n""'-u-,_
Commissien/Seral Mo, Printcd,‘]‘ypled or Sampsd Name
APPROVED AS TO FORM -
DFFiCE QFG CDUNWhﬂDHHW
9‘-} 1t N oy vl 2.1%'
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LPA REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION
ON THE PROPOSED LEASE AGREEMENT AND MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR THE, .
STATE OF FLORIDA OWNED SECTIONS OF SEELL KEY -

-

SUBIECT:

This is a review and recommendation by the Pinellas County Local Planning Agency (LPA) ot
the proposed application to lease the State of Florida owned section of Shell Key and develop a
management plan for said properties. The proposed application is heing reviewed for
consistency with the adopted provisions of the Pinelias County Comprehensive Plan and the
Local Government Comprehensive Planning and Land Development Regulation Act (Growth
Management Act), Chapter 163.3161, et seq., Florida Statutes, as amended.

¥ 1 . . -

The Real Estate Management Division c:f Pinellas County General Se:mces is proposing. to
submit an agreement to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection to lease lands, in
and surrounding, Shell Key. The County also intends to purchase the remaining lands in
private ownership. Additionally, Pinellas County will develop a managenient plan for the
greater Shell Key drea over the next twelve months, This area is comprised largely of
submerged and preservation lands. Leasing this portion of Shell Key from the State will
protect the natural resources onsite and tie it into the larger contiguous area of existing and ™"

planned Preservation lands in that portion of Pinellas County, Additionally, the sitewill %~

sprovide the cpportumty to inform-the public about the significance of Shell Kc:y as a part of |
.Pinellas County’s unique bird habitat.

: -+ The purpose of the lease agreement is' to conserve and preserve the natural resources of these
-public lands, while still providing for some of the public recreation activities historically _
associated with this site, The primary goal of the Management Plan for Shell Key will bo to - .
pratect a significant bird sanctuary. As a part of the Management Plan, exolic vegetation
control measures as well as shoreline restoration activities will be undertaken fo restore and
enhance habitat value:~Significantly, the Management Plan will require that the bird habitat be
separated and protected from the public use area.~ This will probably be done with the use of
educational signage, barricrs to set these areas aside, designating the beach as the major public
use area; and prohibiting the construction of structures on the site.
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] [ i i [}
..:.The proposed lease application would help implement the following goal, ohjectives dnd
policies of the Pinellas County Comprehensive Plan:

Natural, Histore and Cultura] Resonrces Element:
" Goal 3, To conserve, protect, restore and appropriately manage the natural systems and

living resources of Pinellas County to ensure the highest environmental quality
possible.

Objective 3.1, Pinelias County shall implement management programs for the
conservation of native vegetative communities, terrestrial,
marine, estuarine and aquatic habitats, and wildlife speaies.

Policy 3.1.1. Pinellas Counﬁy shall continue to identify habitat that
needs to be conserved. :

Policy 3.1.2. Pinellas County shall continue to follow an active
program of preservation, conservation and restoration of
functioning native terrestrial, estiarine, aguatic, and
marine vegetative communities, :

Policy 3.1.3. . Pinellas Ccuﬁty. shall identify and preserve naturally
: *.* - occuming vegetative communifies, terrestrial, estuarine, §
© . marine and aquatic habitats, and breeding populations of = -
- wildlife species which oecur naturally in Pinellas County.

. Policy 3.1.14. Pinellas County fand acquisition efforts shall include a
commitment to linking open space areas and creating a
network of greenways and green spaces, which can be
managed to support the protection, enhancement and
restoration of functional and corrected natural systems,
while providing unique recreation opportunities, ineluding
nature-based experiences for both residents and visitors.

Objective 3.2, Pinellas County shall continue to develop comprehensive
management plans reflecting and increased commitment from the
public and private sector for the protection of native vegetative

. communilies, terrestrial, marine, estuarine and aquatic habitats,
- and native wildlife species, including those identified as
threatened, endangered or species of special concern,
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- Objective 3.3, Pinellas C::urity shall protect, and conserve living marine . = *
resources within the coastal planning area by presemng where
. appropriate, or restoring where possible, marine and estwarine |
habitats, mcludlng coastal wetlands and tidal streams.

" Objective 3.6.0 Plnellas County shall coordinate with other local EOVernnments
- and agencies relative to the conservation, protection and )
management of native vegetative communities, terrestrial, marine
cstuarine and aguatic habitats, and wildlife species and habitat in
Pinellas County.

Recreation and Open_Space Elemenks.

Policy 1.5.2. Pineltas County will support and promote tourism
activities for its residents and visitors which encourage .
environmental awareness, appreciation of the County’s
natural, historic and cultural resources, and re.sponnbla—
enwc-nmental stewardship.

Future Tand Use Blement: .
Policy 2.2.5. . Shorelines will be protected by preservation land use. .

designations, aquatic preserves, development setbacks,
. public acquisition, .or other measures deemed necessary. .. ...

LOCAL PLANNING AGENCY DETERMINATION: DATE: Auvgust 24, 1998

. Tt is the Pinellas County Local Planning Agency determination that the pmpcrsed application,
and the intent to lease the State owned lands and manage the entire Shell Key, 1s ccnsxstent

with the Pinellas County Compreh% _ _ o
LPA REPORT APPROVED BY: _ [/ 7¢ #%7 ngfr
_/%rian K. SWQI’

Pinellas County Planning Departmeht

MASCRSCENDOS S PAEE A bR BH Aeguct 25, 1934
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"RESOLUTIONNO.  98-175

RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE LEASE OF
THE GREATER SHELL KEY STATELANDS ™ .
FROM THE TRUSTEES OF THE INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT TRUST FUND
TO PINELLAS COUNTY

- WHERREAS, both Shell Key and the unnamed island immediately to the south have . .

_become a critical shorebird habitat; and

WITREAS, since 1992 St, Petersburg Audubon has been ﬁmnitoring the site and has
documented 88 bird species using the island including 14 species which arc listed as either -
Endangered, Threaécned, or Species of a Special Concermn by thé Florida Game and Freshwater
Fish Commission; and . .

WHEREAS, scveral of these species are beach nesters whose nesting habitat requires . .
protection; and

- WHEREAS, the Florida Gmé and Freshwater Fistl Commission has ranked Shell Key

as the second most important winter shorebird site in the State and also the site at most risk and

- in need of "conservation actions";and

WHEREAS, Pinéllas County is desirous of working with the community to provide the
11eCEsSary pmtectjdn of this vital bird habitat; and
WHEREAS, the island has historically been used for public recreation; and
WHEREAS, Pinellas County is desirous of managing the islaﬁd so that is;ré can ensure a
blend of public racreati;:m with environmental and wildlife profections; and -
. WHEREAS;the St Peta‘lrghui'g' AuduboitSociety and the Floridd Department'of =
Er{vimnmental Protection Aquatic Preserve staff Ilmvc requested that Pinellas County {ake the

lead in managing this land with other local agencies and volunteers as partners. "™
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“NOW, T}IEREFGRE, be it resolved by the Board of County Commissioners of Pinellas ~ = -

County, Florida, in regular session duly assembled this 15th day of September, 1998:

-

1. Request that the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund lease the

uplaﬁd and submerged lands Iying within the greater Shiell Key aréa which are under the

jurisdiction of the State of Florida to Pinellas County for management.

2. Authorize the Real Estate Management Division of the Gencral Services .

Department to make the appropriate application to the State in conjunction with the Deparfment

of Environmental Management and the Planning Departruent.

3. Direct that once the lease is in place that the Real Estate Management Division

budpet each year for the appropriate fees associated with the land lease from the State.

Commissioner Farks

 offered the foregoing resolution and moved its

doption, which was scconded by Commissioner Seibert ; and upon roll call

the vote was:

Leeasalvesshetl ey

L .

AYeS qadd, Seibert, Parks, Stewart and
Harris.

NE‘L}-’S: HNene. ;

Ahbsent and Nat Voting: ¥one. .
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The Shell Key Preserve Advisory Committee
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The Shell Key Preserve Advisory Committee

Pinellas County Staff

Jake Stowers, Chairman

Assistant Countly Administrator

Pinellas County Administrator's Office

Will Davis Ditector Pinellas County Dept. of Environmental Mgt
Craig Huegel Environmental Lands Administrator | Pinellas County Dept. of Environmental Mgt
Dave Walker Environmenta! Program Manager Pinellas County Dept. of Environmontal Met.
Ellyn Kadel Real Estate Manager Pinellas Counly Real Estate Division
Diana Kyle Director Pinclias Counly Parks Department
Tewel White Cole Assistant County Allomey Pincilas County Allorney’s Office

State of Florida Staff
Hamry Michacls Environmental Spcciﬁlixt Florida Dcpt. of Environmentat Protection

Randy Runnels

Aquatic Prescrve Manager

Florida Dept. ol Environmental Protection

Nancy Douglass

Nongame Biologist

Fish and Wildlife Conservation Conunission

Bill Smith

Biological Scientist III

Fish and Wildlite Conservation Comimission

Law Enforcement

Licufenant Pan Simovich

Pinellay County Sherift’s Departinent

Florida Murine Patro!

Major Calvin Davis

Environmental Groups

Helly Greening

Tamps Bay Estuary Program

Peter Clark

Tampa Baywalch

Rich Paul Naticmal Audubon Socicty
Joyee King St. Petersburg Audubon Sociely
Paut Blair St. Petersburg Audubon Society
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Recreational and Commercial Boaters

Alva Sholty 51, Pete Beach Charter Boat Association
Cindy MoeGinnis ' Marine Industrics Association of Greater Tampa Bay
Ken Hartley Commeicial Fisherman
Mike Anderson Shelt Ké}f Boat Club
Dave Reynard Recreanhonal Boater
Jim Turner Recrealional Boater
Dick Kearley Recreational Boater
Gwendolyn Kearley Recreational Boater
Sean Gucken Recreationsl Fisherman
Rusty Ercius | Recreational Boater
Secan Trainor Recreational Boater
Fack Coletti ' Recreational Boater
Residents
Steven Cohien Ticrra Verde Community Association

Sheelneldowpd
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MINUTES

Meeting - Shell Key Management Arca Advisory Comniittoe
August 18, 1999 - 2:00 FM
1120 Pinellas Bay Way, Ste. 201, Tiermra Verde, Florida

Commiitee Members in Attendance:
Take Stowers, Chairman, Assistant County Administrator, Pinellas Co.
Will Davis, Director, Pinellas Co. Dopt. of Envivonmental Mgt, (DEN)
Craig Huegel, Administrator, Envivatmental Lands Division (DEM)
Dave Walker, Environmental Program Manager (DTM)
Ellyn Kadel, Real Bstatc Munager, Real Bstate Mgt. Division, Pigellas Co.
Diana Kyle, Director, Pincllas Co. Park Department
Jayce King, SI. Petersburg Audubon Socicty

“aul Blair, St Petersburg Audubon Society
Sleven Cohen, President, Tierra Verde Communily Ass.
1.t. Dan Simovich, Special Operaiions Unit, Pincllas Co. Sheriff's Office
Holly Grreening, Tampa Ray Estuary Program
Randy Runnels, Florida Dept. of Environmental Protection
Ann Schnopf, National Audubon Society (for Rich Paul)
Power Clack, Director, T ampa Bagwatch
Alva Sholty, Captain, St. Pete Beach Charter Boat Assn.
Dave Reynard (Recreational Boater)
Jim Turner {(Recreational Boater)
. Gwendolyn Kearley {(Recreational Boater)

Cindy McGinnis, Vice President, Marne Indusiics Assn. of Greater Tampa Bay
Bill Smith, Florida Fish und Wildlife Conservation - .

Commiitee Members Ahsent:

Hurry Michacts, Florida Depl. of Environmental Protection

Dick Kewtey (Recrcationat Boater)

Mike Anderson, The Whinf Restacrant

Nancy Bouglass, Non-Game Biologist, Florida Fish and Wikdlife Congervation Commission
Maj. Calvin Davis, Fiorida Madne Patrol

Perry Smith, Gulf 1slands GECpurk

Other Attendees:

Teanne M. Johnson, Office Manager, Environmental Lands Division (DFEM)
Cathy Flegel, Research Program Coordinator, Environmental Linds Division (DEM)
Andy Stevens, Environmental Lands Manuger, Brooker Creck Preserve (DEM)
Keith Thompson, Environmental Lands Manager, Weedon Tsland Preserve (DRM)
Steve Ritchie {KRecreational Boater)

Kevin Cronin {Resideni, Tiema Verde)

Andy D. I¥ Amuto

Judith Buheman, Florida Mative Plant Socioty

Brad Millican, Pinellas Co. Sheriff's Office

Sgt. Wayne Mormis, Pincllas Co. Sheriff's Office

Tom Cubsg
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Introduction and Presentations
Comrmtiee mentbers and guests introduced themselves. Chairman Jake Stowers presented
background on the Shell Key management arca and the draft management plan. The area will
be managed by the Pinellas County government and ties within its boundaries. The majority
of the lands within the management arca are publicly owned by the State of Florida and

- Pinellas County. & few parcels are privately owned. The state-owned lands are leased to
Pmellas County. The State recognizes the ecological and public recreation value of the area,
To comply with the lcase agreement, Pinclias County must develop a management plan.
Much of the sarrounding arca is managed by Finellas County, including Fort DeSoto Park
and the Forl DeSoto Park Aquatic [labitat Management Area. Pincllas Counly government
wants to protect the natural resources of this unique bird habitat and seagrasses and tie i fnto
existing areas of environmentally significant natural vesources by long-term managenent.
Randy Runncls interjécted that his agency has a hard time gelling slate statutes to address
particular problems and that county management could help by addressing these problems. .-
through ordinances and management. He added that a-weak area of state uutiﬁm‘ity Bras been -
uplands. Shell Key is a significant natural barricr island and Pinellas County wants 1o restore -

- the seagrasses in the surrounding arca to the 1950 era; Local government can provide greator

© e Tesomces and management than state govermment and will consider local needs more than ..

- state management.- It is the intent of the conaty to-develop 4 management plan that will ..«
clearly state management concepts so that everyone knows what it entails. The plan will
include the various uses and issues of management. The Board of County Comimissioners and
the State of Florida must approve the management plan. Input is needed to balance state and

loeal needs,

+ . Ellyn Kadel spoke ol ownership issnes and presented a property ownership map of the

management ared. The county is actively pursning ownership of the fow privately owped
parcels. Jake foresees that the county will own these parcels “very quickly”. Tom Cuba asked
if these new parcels would be added 1o the existing aquatic preserve, Jake responded that
perhaps they would. The management plan would be for the management area, regardless of
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whether or not it is an aquatic preserve.

Craig Huegel commented on the natural resources of the arca. Shell Key is a significant
barrier island of which there are few left in the state that are undeveloped, Tt is onc of the last
renowned places in Florida for bird life, nesting areas, and winter migratory birds. Much of

- the upland portion is fairly recently formed due o changing conditions, Mangroves, SEAZTASE
areqs, open sandy beaches and salt marshes exist. A coastal dune community exists with,
primarily mative plant species. The south end is higher in clevation and has been in existence
for a longer time; it has been invaded by Australian pines like most similar areas in the state.
The removal of the Austealian pincs is addressed in the management plan, The area js
primarily important for the birds and sea mammals. Tt is the most important bird nesting area
in the state of Florida and probably the nation. Beach and wading birds nced seagrasses.
Seaprass beds also ]]r.DVidt: nesting sites for sca turtles, Dolphins and mammals wre found in

the deeper watcrs.

Dave Walker gave a briel summmary of the management plan. He had studied a copy of Lhe..
Anclate plan and ihe list of requirernents from the state and composed a drafi for the Shell
Key plan that still needs work. Separating people from birds and the recreation components
also needs work. He ﬁresentad an actial photo.of the management area on which he. had . - ...
designated core bird arcas and recreational areas afler meeting with individuals and erounps.

He was encowraged by the small amount of overfap of the two use-areas.

Discussion of the First Draft of the Management Plan
Alcohol — Alcohol was briefly discussed. The State does not prohibit alcohol use on publicly

owned properties but the County does.

Anchoring - Steven Cohen asked if signs wonld be posted in salt marshes and seagrass beds.

He stated that non-motorized vessels as well as motorized vessels can do thirty years of

Ad-4



damage to seagrass by anchoring and that posting 1o Testrict motorized vessels in areas does
not address the anchoring issue. Jake responded that mooring stations might he looked into.

Steven Cohen stated that mooring stations would need enforcement.

Camping - Gwendolyn Kearley asked how the county felt about camping near the Anstralian
pines. The responsc way that Ft. DeSoto is the only arca of the county whete camping is

allowed presently and it is an issue that nceds to be worked through for Shelt Key:

Commereial and Corporate Uses - Kevin Cronin stated thal ultra-lights and corporate
events currently occur in the area on weekends. Events also ocour until 2-3 AM. Jake
responded that these issues will need (0 be looked at and that venders will need to make
arrangements with the county. Businesses arc not generally allowed on county land to

conduct business because of the profit-loss issue on public land, Recent iflegal activity has

- . been addrcssed by the Sheriff's office and will be handled that way.in the future. M. -

- B Amato asked if permitting was a mcans of saying “no” and asked how stringent permitting
would be. He also asked whether a loito system would be used. . Jale responded that the level
of jot ski and ultra-Hght rental use would be the issue. -Safety issues will be looked at ..

regarding uses and also their impact on natural resources.

Dredging ~ Steven Cohen asked if dredging was sllowed in the management plan. Jake
tesponded that the management plan docs not slate that there will be no dredging. TT flushing
action ts needed, it may bocome an ecosystem isste that needs to be addressed. One member
ol the group asked il the pass that has been closed for five years could be opened. Jake said

the couniy could not get a permit to do that but it is possible that it may happen naturally,

Jet Skis - Lt. Simovich commented that jet ski use could be a safety isste and a concern of

the Sheriff’s oitice.
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Lease Requirements - Holly Greening asked if there were state or connty stipulations in the
leasc. Ellyn Kadel responded that the state has imposed requirements in the lease.

Ellyn stated that if the management plan were approved, county stipnlations would be
supported by the state. I'or cxample, if the state docs not address the nse of aleohol but the

- management plan does, then the management plan prevails and will be supported by the
State. Ellyn stated that the lease would be revisited every five years. - The lease is flexible |
and does not prohibit revisions to the management plat. The management plan is an element -
of the lease agreement. Juke pointed out that the Jease includes five specific conditions that

must be complied with and read aloud each condition from Page scven of the first draft.

Management Plan - Jim Turner said it looked goad from his prospective and that it leaves
room for people and boats. Mr. D' Amato said he lked the plan. Peter Clark applauded the
ahell Key plan mnceﬁl. Faul Blair knows the Shell Key Island well and congratulated the- -

group and stated that there ave still a few problems but “we are close.”

Noise - The County has received complaints from nearby residents and boaters about noisy -
activitics. - Steven Cohen stated thatloud hoat sounds. must affect the birds and a noisc .« -
-ordinance may be necded. The ordinance should not speeily certain types of boals (such as

airboats) becanse Ioud noises are not limited to a type of boat.

Preservation ¥s. Management Arca - Joyce King wondcred why this area was called a
"management arca” and not a "preserve,” citing its very [ragile habitat and ease of
encroachment by lumans from lack of visual barriers. She staled that the "preserve”
designation should be gradually implemented. Brooker Creek Prescrve has lots of protection
but there 1s no such thing on.Shell Key. It docs not take much of an impact to impact Shell
Key in abig way. The terin “preserve” means soniething to people and they may lock at (he-
area differently it is recopnized as a preserve. Jake stated that this issue could be looked at
but that the management plan may also sccomplish the same goals, Cindy MeGinnis
wondered if & presceve designation wounld restrict beaters and public use. Craig Huegel
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commetited that the current preserves are similart to the Shell Key Management Plan in that

public use must be compatible witl environmental resources.

Public Involvement - Peler Clark stated that Tampa Bay Watch wants to help out with bird
"“nesting activitics and wants to help protect turtle nosting sites. The group wants to help with.
educational programs and educate children by showing them what a barrier island looks like.

-Jake responded that the eounty wants (o include public opportunities.

Seagruss and Channel Signs - Jake said that idle speed zone signs sitnilar to the B, DeSoto
area would be posied. Signage has reduced impacts in other areas. Education has also
reduced impacts. The county will support incicased chforcement patrol in the area, Mr,
D’Amato suggesied the use of a chart (that could be mounted where boaters access the area.
The chart would show the grass flat locations and help cducate boaters.- Steven Cohen-stated
that the idle speed zones need enforcement and he sees little of that now and signs won't help
- without enforcemment: Jim Turner said that local boaters would abide with the no-wake zone - -
repulations. He added that if a plan is put into place that boaters like, ihey will help enforce it .

for the county.

Users vs. Natural Resource Protection — Mr. 1Y Amato stated that the county has morce
boats than anywhere and only four islands Lhat boaters can go (0. He was concemed about
restricied access to the aren and felt there must be a middle gronnd for hvman use. He is
concerncd about Tanlies rather than commercial use, Restricting the use of alcohol on the
island will encourage 300-400 boaters to drink duning beating and could create dangerons
situations. Fake responded that if the situation gets critical for the natural resources, the state

might address the problem by shutting the area down Lo recreational usc. - D

Torn Cuba suggested that access could be limited by permit or license to limit the number of

Ad -7



people in the area and provide an opportunity for cducation. Jake responded that daily
regulation would be extremely difficatt. Lt. Simovich stated that permitting is cumbersome
and daily checks could not be done. Ife added that the county ordinances would rcpulate
many illegal uctivitics and the reanagement plan would help address other activities. Tom
suggested that a carrying capacity should be addressed, citing the lack of restrooms and .- .
guantity of trash that may be gonerated. Jake said these two issues need 1o be addressed.
Steven Cohen then commented that maost boats are equipped with porta-potties and this is not
an issue. Tom Cuba noted (hat access permits or licenses have been used in lederal parks and
that they are enforceable, etfoetive, and achievable; the process combines access, cairying

capacity, and cducation.

Steven Cohen sugeested that a low fence would keep children and pets from the core bird
Arcas. I-ia approves of the boundaries delineated on the aerial map presentation of the core: -«
bird areas and recreational areas. Jake stated that a possibility of a 4" high lence along the - -
"hard-line” between the two core bird areas but not along the shorelines might be 2 solution.
Information signs could also be.posted near the.fence. -Short of constant patrol, the county -
will have 10 see what works best- TR.the county has.a consensns of the community, the .. e .

community will support and help regulate use. The sheriff's office will be used and possibly a

~rgommunily volunteer corps: Jim Tumer supported fences on'the north and south ends of -

Shell Key Island but was oppased to trash containers because they encourage trash.

According to Jake, wrtle nesting areas will be treated shmilar to what is currently being done

at It. DeSoto where they are monilored and staked out,
Other Issues - Kevin Cronin expressed-his concern about chifdren diving under boats and _...

stated that it was 2 comnmnity safety issue, Lt Simovich staled that there was no law

regarding this and no action could be taken by the Sherifs oftice regarding it.
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Jim Turner commented that this area is different from other county management areas and the
county should approach it differently and siower. He recommended a gradual approach to see

what works.
Peter Clark said that the issue of live-aboards in the management area needs to be looked at. -

Peter Clark cautioned that uther areas that have been impacted by vehicular traffic after

gxolics have been removed,

IMana Kyle asked for written cotnments on shell fishing because it is a major issue at Fort

DeSoto where heavy hm*vcsﬁng tukes place.

Closing Conmments

A GIS map of the managenent area with the designated core bird areas and recreational areas

will be provided to commitiee members soom.

c--- Commiltee members were asked to write detaited cormnents about the draft plan and send
them to Pavid Walker, who provided his name, mailing address,-and cmail address. .

- - Comments should be reccived by September 15, 1999, Comments on-all-issues, discussed -~
and not discussed, were encouraged, including comrments on suggested methods to control

and conline aclvilies or uscs.

The county will compile the comments and distribute them to the commitiee lor revicw.
There will be another mecting before the final draft. The meeting location was agreeable and

would be used for the next meeting,

Attendces were thanked for coming and encouraged to send a substitute in their place if they-

could not aticnd the next meesting.
WIS hell i eyTsl080%, dog
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MINUTES

Meeting - Shell Key Management Area Advisory Comniliee
MNovember 15, 1999 - 2:00 PM

1120 Pincllas Bay Way, Ste. 201, Tiera Verde, Florida

Committee Members in Attendance:

Fake Stowers, Chainman, Assistant County Administrator, Pinellas County

Wikl Davis, Director, Pinellas Co. Dept. of Envitonumental Met. (12HM)

Craig Huegel, Administralor, Environmental Lands Division {DEM), Pincllas County
Dave Walker, Environmental Program Manager (DEM), Pinellas Counly

Mike Anderson, The Whart Restanrant, Director ol Shell Key RBoat Club

Paul Blair, 8t. Pctersburg Audubon Society

Steven Cohen, President, Tierma Verde Comnnity Association

Nancy Douglass, Non-Game Biologist, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Comrnission
Tnyee King, St. Petersburg Audubon Society

Rich Paul, National Andubon Society

Diave Reynard (Recrcational Boater)

Randy Runnels, Florida Dept. of Environniental Protection

Alva Sholty, Captain, St Pete Beach Charter Boat Association

Lt. Dan Simovich, Special Operations Unit, Pinellas County Sheritf’s Office

Bill Smith, Fiorida Fish and Wildlifec Conscrvation

Jewel Cole, Pinellas County Attorncy

Jim Meloy, Pinelias County Real Esiale Management (for Ellyn Kadel)

ARobert Musser, Fnvironmental. Scientist, Tampa BayWatch (for Peter Clark)

Sean Trainer, OPBA, Prosident

Committee Members Absent:

Maj. Calvin Davis, Florida Marine Tratrol

Helly Greening, Tampa Bay Estuary Program

Dick Kearley (Recreational Boater)

Gwendolyn Kearley {Recreational Boater)

Diana Kyle, Director, Pinellas County Park Department

Cindy Mc{rinnis, Vice President, Marine Indostrics Assn. of Greater Tampa Bay
Hary Michaels, Florida Dept. of Environmental Proteclion

Perry Smith, Gulf Islands GEOpatk

Jim Tuener (Recreational Boater)

Other Attendees:

Tudith Buhrman, Florida Mative Plant Society

Ron Cowell (Resident, Tierra Verde)

Kevin Cromin (Resident, Ticrra Verde)

Tom Cuba, Delta Seven Environmental Consulting
Jim: Fletcher, Shell Key Boat Club

Al Gentless, Owner, Shoobees Food
Wlare Granet {Resident, Vioa Det dar}
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Sgt. R.D. Hammock, Marine Unit, Pinellas County Sheriff's Office

Jan M. Jacobson, Director, The Everglades Institute

Jeanne M. Tohoson, Office Manager, Environmental Lands Division (DEM), Finellas County
Brad Mitlican, Pineltas Countly Sherift’s Office

Sgl. Wayne Moryis, Pinellas Co. Sherilf's Otfice

Carolyn Orr, Commaodore, Shel! ey Boat Club

Leigh 'essler (Resident, Tietra Verdc)

Kcith Thompsen, Environmental Lands Manager, (DEM), Pinellas County

Tamnes B. Wilson, Fort Desota Patk, Pinellas County

Introdnction

Chairman Jake Stowers presented background on the Shell Koy management area and the

draft management plan. The Pinellas County government will manage Ihe area.

Discussion of the Second Draft of the Management Plan

+ Chatrman Stowers asked for general comments on the second drall after ralking brietly about.
Figure 8, Resource and Public Use Areas. Discussions on specific changes in the plan woutd

follow the general comments.

General Comments - Mike Anderson, a member of the Shell Key Boat Club which has -

- heen in existence for six years and has approximately 100 mermbers, stated that he [ell the, =
true concern of boaters is that the island's northern Lip weould not remain open for boater use
forever, He would Hke to scc language in the management plan that wonld state that it is not
the county’s intent to close the area now or in the fiture. Juke responded that it is not the
county’s intention to restrict boater use of the island. Craig Huegel stated that the
management plan states which pubic nses are appropriate and they “won’t go away.” The
managenent plan will be reviewed in two years and then cvery five years and public input
wili be considered each time. Chairman Stowers added that the State leasc requires public. ...
outdoor uses and wants a halance between natural resource and recreational resource

TANEETNETLL,
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Mark Granct is a local residenl who is the sceretary of a power beat ciub and has been
visiling the island for the past ten years. He feels the management plan is placating non-users
of the island. He does not think anything is “driving the birds of and that the birds are not
being harmed by recreational users of the island. Craig Huegel staled that data which has .
heen collected for a number of years show (hat the birds are suffering. Nesting is impacted
and the success rate has been extremely low for a number of years. The proposed core areas

designated in the management plan address these issues and provide for a winter bird arca.

Dave Reynard has been visiting the island for 42 years. He commented that there Is too much
“going on now out there,” He agrecs that thexe does need to be some protection for the birds

but doesn’t feel that dogs arc harmful.

Tun Jacobson introduced himself as a biclagist and said that fencing is a better solution than
policing dogs to keep birds from leaving. He agrees that management-necds to be done to . -
: protect the birds but tinds the proposed mothods questionable. In the long run, birds and -

other creaturcs need to adapt to human activities in order to survive,

Mark Granet would like to have the island’s entire shoreline accessible for persons who want
. to walk fromthe nortl-to the-south end. He would like to sec.a 10°-20".width.of beach. .. ws
available and signs posted to prevent persons- from going further into the interior portions of
the island. Craig Hucgel responded that it is cssential for Jong-term swrvival of the birds fo
provide aceess Lo the water from nesling arcas. He added that enforcement would be harder
for “cdon’t past this point” than elimination of human acecss. Citizen input has indicated that

the public does not use this strip area.
Tom Cuba had several comments-about the jurisdictional authority -of the nzanagement plan’s-

area. 1) Mr. Cuba guestioncd the applicability of the management plan to ceitain arcas of the

Shell Key Preserve. He guestioned whether the entire site was within the Boca Ciega Bay
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Agquatic Preserve and whether most of the waters could be considered Outstanding Florida
Waters. Do county ordinances apply to state-owned properties? Iake responded that the
managemenl plan docs apply Lo these areas and provides for the application of county
ordinances. 2) Mr. Cuba cited page 11: The FDEP “approves the management plan and all -
activities within the leased areas outside the scope of the management plan,” and asked-if ..
_certain activities could happen inside the management plan. Jake responded that FDEP might

have othcr regulations that apply.

Scan ‘Itainer is an eleven-year resident and has lived three years on the waterfront. He
believes that there is always going to be ignorant humans and that the county cannot always

be responsibic for their actions. How each individual treats the island is an individual cheice.

Prohibition of Dogs - Page seven of the second draflt of the management plan states that one .
of the State’s five specilic conditions that establish the minimum standards for the plan 1s
that Pincllas County leash laws shall be eiforced on Shell Key. If is the consensus that no-

dogs should be allowed due to Tactors listed on page 32 of the plan,

.. Steven Cohen suggested that dogs are allowed and the Pinclias County Jeash law enforced for

twao years. The issue can be reviewed after that time during a ntanagement plan 1eview.

Nancy Douglass asked how difticult it would be to enforce the leash law and stated that dogs
need to be confined Lo arcas from a binlogical standpoint. She feels strongly that fence
barricrs need to be erected at both ends of the island Lo prevent dogs from going beyond

designated areas,

Sean Trainer suggested a fence be put on both ends of the island that would stretch from

water to water to keep dogs and hmmans from bird sanctuary areas, Paul Blair responded that
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he wants his grandson to be able to enjoy a natural barrier island. Carolyn Onr suggested that

gates be put in the fences to allow human access,

Judith Buhrman stated that dogs get loose from leashes and she would like to see no dogs
. allowed. Ms. Buhrman commented thal dogs have a free-range area at Fort Desota [or their

[ 1=

Tam Cuba stated there may be a liability issue if a dog bites and the leash law is not

enforced. Lt. Dan Simovich conmmented that leash laws are very difficult to enfarce.

Chairman Stowers stated that the best compromise nlight be to fence areas on the north and
south ends of the island for dogs on Icashes. The area designaled lor pubic use near the mid-
section of the island would not be fenced and dogs would net be permitted there. Froman -
- enforcement standpoint, Lt. Simovich agreed with that dogs slrould not be permitled in the -
mid-section. Naney Douglass also agreed, stating that it would be confusing to the public

otherwise.

Manage Sheli Key as o Barrier Island — Page 32, Action 5: Dredging may be required at -

~...some time in:the-fuiare to maintain the passes which separate Sheli Key trom the mainland, -+

especially at the northern tip.

Kewvin Cronin stated thal DEP data shows that the northern pass used to be 14007 wide and
has narrowed 1007 annually. He believes ecology should take its own cowmrse but the
narrowing is a concenn. 1t is now approximately 52° wide at this time. Dredging would be a

recourse but would have biological and secondary impacts. ..
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Chairman Stowers conunented that it was not the intent to open the channel but to keep the
“cut open.” This would be necessary to prevent acerction and the owner/s of nearby lands

claiming ownership and use of Shell Key Island. Tom Cuba stated that accretion applies to
. sovereign lands and might be prevented by transferring title to another county agency or by

deeding a 1" strip. Chairman Stowers responded that “spite strips” are not allowed, -

Provide Public Education —Page 34, Action 1.. Kevin Cronin suggested that the Audubon .
socieiy present an cducational program once a month w the geacral public on Shell Key
Island. Education would help the public gain a better vnderstanding of birds and a higher
degree of appreciation than currently exists in the room. Kevin attended a program similar to

that which he was suggesting and was amazed at the amount of information available.

Interpretive Stractures — Naney Douglass comnmented that barrier islands are very mobile
and structures are not a gond idea from the taxpayers’ financial standpoint. The consensus of

the group was not in favor of structures.

Provide Public Education Outreach - In response to Tom Cuba's question, Chairman. -

Stowers confimmed that ¢if cducation initiatives will be coordinaled throngh the education -
. section of the Division of Environmental lands. JTan Jacobson said that toilet facilities and -~

shelters to provide shade would need to be addressed before groups could be brought ont to-

the islandd lor education.

Prohibition of Livesboard Vesscls — The consensns was that the wording, “fourteen duys in

any month” should be replaced with “lourtesn days within a thirty-day period.”

Pinellas County Noisc Standards - Chairman Stowers stated that decibel readings would be

taken from the shorelines of residents to determine whether noises are too toud. Tom Cuba
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commented that he was conceined abont the noise tevel on the island being detrimental for
the wildlife. Will Dravis responded that the last sentence of Action 4 on page 38 of the

managernent plan adidresses that issue.

Prohibition of Commercial Activities ~ Chairman Stowers stated that cornmercial activities
wonld be managed. Commercial activities that originate on the Preserve as opposed to off- -
sitc are not atlowed. Al Gentless, owner of Shoobees Food, stated that he has the proper =«
licensing to conduct business and he is currenily providing food for island visitors. He asked
il he would be allowed to continue under the management plan regulations. Chairman
Stowers and Will Davis responded that Mr. Gentless would need (o obtain a permit from the

COnLy,

- Managing Large Groups Visiting Shell Key — Steven Cohen suggested changing the group
stze number of “50" individuals or moie that must obtain writlen approval from Pingllas -
County to “25.” Marc Granet (hought that “25" was too small. Bricf comunents followed ...

from other attendecs. The consensus was 1o uye the nunther “50.7

Provisien for Overnight Aclivifics - Paul Blair commented that he was not in favor of
restrooins but asked what the county heallh deparlment was going to say about the subject of
toilet accorunedations. Chairman Stowers suggested a solution might be wildemess
comnpast toilets. Tom Cuby stated that permits could be required for overnight campers that
would require campers to have toilet provisions on their boats or other provisions. Nancy
Douglass predicted that camping activities will increase and stated that permits should
regulate the activity. Steven Cohen said that there was no jssue now and to leave it alone.
-Alva Sholty corumented that he has hauled out tons ol camper trash in the 1ast ten years

including bedrolls and tents. - It was the consensus to-allow overnight activities, S

Prohibition of the possession or consamption of alcoholic beverages on Shell Key —
- Chairman Slowers stated that the management plan is consistent with.county and state law,
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and that the county does not atlow alcohol in its parks. Lt. Simovich predicled that the arca
will get busicr and that combining alcohol and people in concentrated areas of the island
would escalate problems. Alva Sholty has observed large groups of teens with kegs of beer
on Shell Key and stated that the combined activities of drinking and camping arc very
altractive to that age group. Jewell Cole remarked that aleohol use would not pass approval -
by the county’s risk management and legal departments and liability is an issuc. Brief ..

cormments from a nnber of attendees indicated that they did not want aleohaol use restricted.

Review the management plan - Chairman Stowers stated that the two-year review of the

managemnent plan would remain in the plan.

Concluding Remarks

Chairman Stowers summmarized:
The county’s legal r;iepm‘tmanlt will review aleohol use.
An alternative to dredging will be considered. (The only issue for the county is
accrotion,)
There will be no structures.

(ther issues will be reviewed m two years.
The next meeting of the Shell Key Preserve Management Plan witl be Monday, Decemnber 6,
1999, at 2:00 PM at the same location {[ 120 Pinellas Bay Way, Ste. 201, Ticrra Verde,

Florida). Attendees were thanked for coming and encouraged to send a substitute in their

place if they could not atlend the next meeting. |

WD ShollkKeyIsll 1599 ddoc
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MINUTLES _

Meeting - Shell Key Management Area Advisory Comnittee
Diccember 6, 1999 - 2:00 P

£120 Pinellas Bay Way, Ste. 201, Tieira Verde, Flotida

Commitiee Menbers in Attendance:

Jake Stowers, Chairman, Assistant County Administrater, Pinellas Couaty

Will Davis, Director, Pinellas Co. Dept. of Fovironmental Mgt. {IEM)

Craig Hucgel, Administrator, Environmental Lands Division (DEM), Pinellas County
Dave Walker, Environmental Program Manager (DEM), Pinelias County

Paul Blair, St. Petershurg Auduben Society

Steven Cohen, President, Ticira Verde Community Association

Nancy Douglass, Non-Game Biologist, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Cormmission
Helty Greening, Tampa Bay Estiary Propram

Ellyn Kadel, Reai Lstate Manager, Real Estate Mgt. Division, Pincllas County
Dick Kearley (Recrcational Boater)

Gwendolyn Kearley {Recrcational Boater)

Joyee King, 5t. Petersburg Audubon Society

Cindy McGinnis, Vice President, Marine Industries Assn. of Greater Tampa Bay
Harry Michaels, Florida DPepl. of Envirommental Protection

Dave Reynard {Recreational Boater)

. Randy Runnels, Florida Dept. of Envitonmental Protection

Ann Schnopf, National Andubon Society (for Rich Paul)

- Alva Sholty, Captain, St. Pete Beach Charter Boat Association .

Scan Trainor, OPBA, Presidont

Iewel Cole, Pinellas County Attorney

- Rusty Drcins (St Petersburg Beach resident)

Sean Gucken, Co-President, Pincllas Chapter Coastat Conscrvation Abhn

Ken Hartlcy, Tampa Bay Live Bait Shrimper

Roberl Musser, Jr., Environmenial Scicntist, Tampa BayWatch {for Peter Clark)

Committee Members Absent:

Mike Anderson, The Wharf Restaurant, Director of Shell Key Boat Club

I.t. Dan Simovich, Special Operations Unit, Pineltas County Sherniff's Olhce
Biil Smith, Florida Fish and Wildlifc Conscrvation

Maj. Calvin Davis, Florida Marine Fatrol

Diana Kyle, Director, Pinellas County Park Department -

Perry Smith, Gulf Islands GEOpark

Jim Turner (Recrcational Boater)

Oiher Atiendees:

Melunie Ave, St. Petesshurg Times
Ton1 Cuba, Delta Seven Environmental Consulting
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Tony Czubemat (Recreational Boater)
Tohn H. Davidson {County resident)
Waync Gekstein (Recreational Boater)
Angela Epperson, President, Moorings of Ticrra Verde
Al Gentless, Owner, Shoobees Food
Set. B.D. Hanmnock, Maring Unit, Pinelias County Sherifll’s Ofllice
Fatth Hoogs (Gultport Resident)
William C, Hadley (Tierra Verde resident)
Jeanne M. Johnson, Office Manrager, Envitonmenlal Lands Division (DEM), Pinellas County
Mariz Johnson (lRecreational Boater, Birdwatcher)
W.F. Lee, Manaper, ACT
Lauis Longo, Suncoast Boaters Association
Madlens Longo, Suncoast Boaters Association
Bob MuacPherson (5t. Petersburg resident}
Greg McGinness, Vice President, Mariner ‘Technolegies, Inc,
Eobert Miller (Recrcational Boater, Doz Lover, Wildlife Lover)
Mark Peterson, Environunental Supervisor, Florida Department of Environmental Prolection
Iimn Price, Presideny, Pine Key Lodge TV, Ticrra Verde
Bryan Pridgeon, Biotogist, 1.8, Fish & Wildlife Scrvice
Cindy Sailor {Tierra Verde Resident}
Don Shepherd (5t Petersburg resident)
Karen Shepherd (5t. Petersburg resident)
Keith Thompson, fnvironmnental Lands Manager, (I2EM), Pinellas County
Tom Ward (County resident)

Introduction

Chairman Jake Stowers presented the timetable for future events regarding the Shell Key

Preserve Manapcment Plan:

January 26, 2000, 4 PM —7 P.M, The {inal draft of the plan will be presented at a public
mecting on the second floor of the Mercantile Bank Building (scross the street from today’s
mecting location).

Third Tuesday, cither Febrnary or March, 2000 — Evening._ . A public hearing of the

managenient plan will be presented to the Pinellas County Commissioners in their chantbers.
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'Fhe plan will then be presented to the State of Florida for their review (unspecified date),

Discussion of the Third Draft of the Management Plan

Chairman Stowers presented a matrix that listed a sununary of issues in the management ...

plan. He rcad aloud each issue and asked for comments following each issne.

Boater Areas on Shell Key (North End, South End, Center Beachfront, Buck side) -

Chairman Stowers commented that these issues have nol changed sinee the second draft.

BRird Arcas on Shell Key — Nancy Douglass commented that the southem crossover 15 a

slight concern of her agency. The most sensitive birds that nest in that arca have left. She

suggested that this issue be monilored closely during the [irst year to measure undue
“distarbance of colonial nesters. Chainman Stowers responded that the plan calls for a review

after two years and monitoring would be a requircment.

:Ann Schnopf guestioned whether the locations of the designated bird arcas are locked in-
place by the plan, Nalural forces may necessitate [texibility of designated core bird areas to_.
allow safe nesting, The crossovers were the arcas that concerned her. Chainman Stowers

responded that there would not be hard lines at crossovers.

Sean Trainer asked Chairman Stowers to review the State’s five conditions that establish the
minimum standards for the management ptan. Chairman Stowers read aloud the five
conditions from page seven of the plan. Mr. Trainer said that his largest concern is his
approximated 90:10 ratio of arcas designated for bird protection vs. human use. He would
rather see the areas designated by a percentage Tormula to allow for chﬁn gcs brought about

. by natural forces. The northern tip of the island continues to-shallow out and cventually may.

eliminate human nse beeanse boaters will nol be able to get into the area.
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Rusty Erzius guestioned the reliability of bird data provided by the local Audubon socicty.
Hec has accessed the National Audubon Society’s Internet site and observed that the data on

the site does not correspond with the locat annual Chrisimas bird count statistics.

Seaprass Protection — Chairman Stowers noted that the basc map {(Figure 8 in the ;

- Management Plan, Resource and Public Use Areas} has been revised since the last meeling -
after input was received from commercial fishermen. New areas that can be salely navigated.
are designated for idle speed. . Idle speed signs will be posted in these areas and other arcas
will be closed to internal combustion engines. Ken Lartley introduced himscif as a
commercial fisherman and stated that there arc several areas of restricted access at Weedon
Island, Forl Desoto and other areas and that each avea has unique signs but none state “idle
speed”™ but rather “no wake.” Chairman Stowers commented that seagrasses are damaged
when boaters don’t know what they are doing and that there are prop scars alk over the area,
Sean Gucken cormmmented that recreational boaters are using.the channel near the houses and .
suggested that the channels be marked for boat navigation. Additionally, he recommended
.that grass zones and water detection levels be denoted by signage. Tom Cuba comimented

- that caution should be used if signs are-posted to designate channcls. The public will assume.
that the channcls are deep unless the signs state that the channels are shaltow. Tt was the

- eonscnsus that “no wake” rather than “idle speed” signs should be posted. Randy Runnels —..

supgested additional wording of “local knowledge recommended.”™

Ken Hartlcy then asked if “no wake” zones could replace the “no combustion engines™ zones
near the island. Joyce King reminded the committee that the primary purpose of the lease is
to protect birds and that climinating access to certain areas prevents disturbance of bird
activities such as fecding. Steven Cohen asked If anchoring was allowed and Chairman
Stowers confirned that it was allowed. Signs similar to “Caution -- shallow grass zones” will
be posted and that the State also has certain sign language that may be used, Dave Reynard.
asked if mooring buoys would be used as previously mentioned and Chairman Stowers

replied that they might be considered in the future.
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Lducation — This issue is unchanged from the second draft. There will be signage on the
island for educational purposes. ‘L'he island will be used for continued educalion purposes

including visits and ccotours.

Fxotic Species Removal — This issoe is unchanged from the second draft.

Monitoring und Rescarch — Scan Trainor asked 1 there was a provision to monitor natural -
disasters so that recreational vsers are not penalized for natural detrimental effects on the
birds. Chairman Stowers confirmed that natural effects arc considered in the monitoring

PLOCess.

- Dogs — This issue has changed from the second diaft. Togs are allowed on leashes on the

- north and south tips of the island. Fences will denole ﬁpland boundaries. The leash

requirement is in the management plan as-a condition of the State. Nancy DﬂugIa'ss stated -
that no dogs arc allowed by (he Statc in aveas designated as Critical Wildlife Areas. Steven -

Cohen had no problem with the leash law but asked il leashed dogs could have aceess 1o all

« of the.public nsc arcas because dogs are no more distuptive to-bivds than people. . Chairman .

Stowers replicd that certain areas were oft-limits to dogs to address enforcement problems - -

- that were discussed al the-last comniittee meeting. Nancy Douglass added that four-legged ...

carnivores ave perceived more threatening and disimptive by birds than humans.

Camping — This issue is unchanged from the second draft. The Chairman confiemed that

repulations were aimed at “overnight’ camping activities.

. Commereial Uses — This issue is unchanged from the second draft. Examples of comunercial

~activities that would be subject to resiriction were discussed. Chairman Stowers suggested v

. that the wording might need to be changed from “prohibit commercial activitics within the -

preserve’ 10 “prohibit cominercial activitics on land in the Preserve.” The Chairman will look

at other state-leascd lands for direction on this wording.
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Organized Parties and Events — This issue is unchanged from the second draft. Alva Sholty
asked il this issuc specified or addressed the arcas of high-use arcas of the island. Chairman
Stowers conunented that i applied to ary organized use and was an opporhumiky [o get

information out to groups when they applicd for written approval to visit the istand.

Law Enforcement — This issne is unchanged from the second draft. Sean Trainer asked if -
law enforcement would addiess environmental issues such as proteetion of scagrass.
Chairman Stowers commented that there is no management plan in place now and that the

plan will address environmental issues,

Dredging North Pass — This issue was unresolved during the second draft mecting, Harry

.« «.vichaels of the Florida Dapt. of Environmental Protection explained the effects of accretion

as it perlaing to Shetl Key Island and Colony Key: if Shell Key Island aceretes to Colony-
Key, Colony Key is not entitled to ownership of Shell Key Island. Chaiman Stowers
confirmed that the ﬂ#nﬂrﬂhip.issm is not a problem, Will Davis of Pincllas County's
Department of Environmental Management staled that independence might be needed to -
- prevent cnvironmental impacts crealed by wildlife crossings and predator crossings. Dave .

Reynard expressed concern the Panama Key weuld close and Chairman Stowcersresponded

- that the predalor problem was less in that area, Sweven Cohen asked why taxpayers should -~
pay for dredging that would help a nearby operator of a conunercial marina. Chatrman
Stowers respoiided that the plan does not specify whe would dredge and that state and federal
permits would need (o be obtained. Cindy McGinnis, vice president of the Marine Industries
Association of Greater Tampa Bay, stated that a required permit condition for the nearby

marina was o maintain dredging at the marina’s cxpense.

- Aleohel — This issuc was untesolved during the sccond dratt mesting. Chairman Stowers . .-

emphasized that the proposed management plan prohibited alcohol use on the island; boateys
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could drink aleohol on their boats. Alcohol usc is prohibited in all Pinellas County parks and
stute-managed parks with only a few concessions. Liability is a big fuctor. Dave Reynard
-asked if this applied to the mean high water mark. Many of the people attending the meeting
~ werc not agreeable to alcobol prohibition and Chairman Stowers stated that this would be

conveyed to the Board of County Conunissioners.

* Tuture Management Actions - This issue s unchanged from the second draft. Chairman
Stowers commented that the State Lands Division would review the plan in five years to
make sure that the county is managing the arca ctfcetivel y and this process involves uscrs.
e stated that an overall monitoring process of the plan should be included. It was snggested

that & web page could be a comnmunication tool between the county and users.

- Dave Reynard distributed notices of an Internct sitc address that he hay established for.
¢ exchanging comments about the Shell Key Preserve Management Plan. He suggested that the
-county email the proposed management plan as an attached file to the site for distribution to.

VIieWwers.

Closing Comments

The public was encouraged by the chaimman Lo “come talk to us.” There may be a brict - -~ -~
commilles mecting at 4:00 PM on January 26 for a tinal review of Ihe management plan.
Attendees were thanked for coming and encouraged to send a substitute in their place il they

could oot attend the next meeling.

Wi ShellKeyIs1 20600, wiad
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SHELL KEY:
SUMMARY OF ISSUES IN THE MANAGEMENT PLAN
: {2/15/00)
Issue Existing First Draft Second Drafi Third Draft Drait for Dratfi fer Draft for
(8/18/99) {(11/15/99) (12/6/99) Publie BCC DEP
Comment Review Review
o (1/14/00) | (215/00) _(3/21/00)
Boater Heavily Used | Unchanged Unchanged Unchanged Unchanged Unchanged Unchanged
It Areas on (Stronger
Shell Key: language added
North End guaranteeing
comtinued
recreation)
Boater Moderately Unchanged Unchanged Unchanged Unchanged Unchanged Unchanged
Areas on Used
Shell Key:
l South End
Boater Moderate uses | Portion of Provision for Unchanged Unchanged Extended Unchanged
Areas on towards north | minimally used | lirmuted access public use area
Shell Key: and south beach closed to | into closed northward to
Center ends; very public - | section of beach provide more
Beachfront | little use in public beach
middle

Boater Minor usage Unchanged Southem Unchanged Unchanged Unchanged Unchanged
Areas on near north end crossover shightly
Shell Key: plus two changed
Back Side CrOSSOVEIS
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Issne Existing First Draft Secand Draft Third Draft Draft for Draft for Draft for
(8/18/99) {11/15/9%9) (12/6/99) Public BCC DEP
Comment Review Review
L __(1114400) 2715/00) 1 (32100
Bird Areas | Seasonally To be Slight change for | Unchanged Unchanged Decreased at Unchanged
on Shell marked by permanently -southern southern end to
Key Audubon marked, CIOssOver provide more
Saciety expanded public beach
slightly at south
end and into
mudflat west of
Shell Key
Seagrass None Extend Ft. Unchanged Base map Proposed “Idle | Additiomal “Idle Speed”
FProtection DeSoto revised to Zones” changed | minor changes | zones
and Seagrass address concems | to “Seagrass 1o “Seagrass changed to
Aquatic pratection from fishing Cauntion Caution” and “Slow/
Zones Program into commmnity. Zones”/Minor “No Minimum
shell Key changes to Combustion Wake” zones
Preserve existing Idle Engine” zomnes
Speed Zones
Fducation Sonie Signage, Unchanged Unchanged Unchanged Unchanged Unchanged
volunteer Interpretive {provision for (except
efforts Programs, interpretive interpretive
Coordination of | stuctuires) sfructures
volunteer deleted)
efforts
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Draft for

Issue Existing First Draft Second Draft Third Draft Draft for Draft for
(8/18/9%) (11/15/99) (12/6/9%) Public BCC DEP
Comment Review Review
| (1/14/00} {2/15/04) (321104
Exotic Volunteer Complete Unchanged Unchanged Unchanged Language Unchanged
Species efforts in remnoval and added for (BLC
Removal limited areas replanting phasing out of | requested a
where Australian replanting
appropriate pines and for plan priot to
replanting with | removal)
shade species
Monitoring | Bird Monitoring and | Unchanged Unchanged Unchanged Unchanged Unchanged
and populations Research to be
Research monitored by | coordinared
St. Petersburg | through
Audubon Environmental
Society and Lands Division
Florida Fish
and Wildlife
Conservation
Commission
Nest No protection | Tobe Unchanged Linchanged Unchanged Unchanged Unchanged
Predation monitored and
addressed if it
becomes a
i problem
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Tssue Exisling First Draft Second Draft Third Diraft Dicaft for Draft for Draft for
(8/18/99) (11/15/99) (12/6/99) Public BCC DEP
Comment Review Review
(1/14/00) (2/15/00) (3/21/00)
Dogs No restmction | Prohibrted Prohibited On leash in Limited to Unchanged Unchanged
north and south | North and
recreation areas | South
Tecreation areas
and must
comply with
P.C. Code
Camping | No restriction | Unchanged Evening activities | Unchanged Unchanged Unchanged Unchanged
(cuarently Hmited to north
QCeurs and south tips of
primanly on 1siand
north and
south tips of
island)
Commercial | Prohibited but | Prohibited Limited, witha | Unchanged Prohibited on Unchanged Unchanged
Uses: not enforced CONCEssIon permut Shell Key
Originating only without a
within the COTICESS1oN
Preserve PErTIHL
Cormmercial | No restriction | No restriction No restriction Mo restriction No restriction No restriction Unchanged
Uses:
Orisinating
outside the

Preserve




First Draft
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Issue Existing Second Draft Third Draft Diraft for Draft for Draft for
(8/18/99) {31115/99) {12/6/99} Public BCC DEP
Comment Review Review
. {1/14/00) (2/15/00} (3/21/00)
Organized | Norestriction | No restriction Permission Unchanged Unchanged Unchanged Unchanged
Parties and required for
Events groups over 50
Law Marine Patrol | Increase Unchanged Unchanged Unchanged Unchanged Unchanged
Enforce- and Pinelias Sheriff’s
ment County Sheriff | presence
Live- No estriction | Not addressed | Prehibited inthe | Unchanged Unchanged Unchanged Unchanged
ahoards Preserve
Noise No restriction | Not addressed | Apply Pinellas Unchanged Unchanged Unchanged Unchanged
County noise
cods
Ultralight No restriction | Not addressed | Prohibited from | Unchanged Unchanged Unchanged Deleted
Aircraft (cutrently a tanding or taking profibition
few operate at off in the on Janding
Shell Key) PIESeIve and taking
. off
Dredging Not addressed | Not addressed | Mentioned as Unchanged Will smdy the Unchanged Unchanged
North Pass | except through something that issue
normal may be
permitting comsidered should
channels the pass threaten

to close




Ad-30

Issue Existing First Draft Second Draft Third Draft Draft for Draft for Draft for
(8/18/99) (11/15/99) (12/6/99) Public BCC DEF
Comment Review Review
{1/14/08) (2715/00) (3721A00)
Alcohol No mestriction | Not addressed | Prohibited on Linchanged Unchanged Unchanged Urnchanged
Shell Key
Future No restriction | Plan reviewed | Plan reviewed Unchanged Unchanged Unchanged Unchanged
Manage- every 5 years after 2 years and (BLCC
ment then every 5 requested
Actions years thereafter that we
with a provision update them,
that advisory sooner than
corunittee must DWO Years)
be reconvened

NOTE: The First Draft was prepared by adapting the State’s management plan for Anclote Key and was intended to serve as a general starting point
for the Commiitee. It also included a map showing the recreation areas and the core bird areas which was produced with the assistance of both birders
and boaters. A muwnber of specific lssues were raised at the first meeting (August 18) and in subsequent comments, and these were included in the
second draft along with some organizational changes. The third draft reflects the discussions and corppromuses reached at the second meeting
(November 15} and the January 14th draft was produced following the third committee meeting on December 6, 1952, The February 13th draft was
produced based on comments received at the Public Information Meeting (January 26, 2000) and the only changes to the 3/21 draft were those made
by the Board of County Commissioners at the Magrch 21 Public Hearing,
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Source:

Sail Descriptions

Soil Strvey of Finellas County Florida, Issued Seplember 1972 by the nited States

Department of Agricultre Soil Conservation Service in cooperation with the

University of Florida Agricultural Experiment Stations.

Tidal Swamp

Tidal swamp (Ts} is on small islands and in low, broad coastal areas that are covered
with sea water. It cceurs mostly in the southeastern part of the county. The water is several

inches decp at low tide and 1 or 2 feet deep ai high tide. Tidal swamp differs from Tidal

Marsh mainly in vegetation. Tidal swamp has a thick growth of mangrove trees and a fow

-small patches olfsali-tolerant plants.  Tidal swamp is subject to wave action, whereas Tidal

marsh usually is not,

This land type consists mainly of sand, peaty sand, a few orgunic soils, scashclls, and
shell fragments. The dense forest of mangrave frees and high water make detalled
investigation of the soils impractical. In places the snrface layer is fibrous peat, & to I3
inches thick, over gray o pale-brown sand mixed with shell fragments. In places the surface
layer is sandy clay and the subsurface layers ave loam or marl. Other arcas are stratified sand
and orpanic material. Most areas conlain varying amounts of scashells and shell fratgnmﬁts
at iiregular deplhs.

Tidal swamp is not extensive in the county. It is mainly a source of food, cover, and
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breeding grounds for numerous shore birds and animals, Many mosguito-control ditches
have been dug in most arcas to remove water trapped by falling tides. The shallow water in
these ditches provides food and breeding areas for many species of fish. Some areas i the
vicinity of St Petersburg, Clearwaler, and Honeymoon Tsland have been filled with dredged

malerial to provide watevfront homesites, {No capability classification; woodland group 9).

Coastal Begches

Coastal beaches (o) consists of navow sirips of tidewashed sand bordering isiands
and parts of the mainland. Most arcas are covered during storms and daily at high tide.
These beaches range from a few feet Lo as much as 500 Jeel 1n width. Long stretehes are
practically without vegetation, but sparse sali-tolcrant grasses and other planis grow in
places. Depth o the water able varies with the tide.

The beach sand has been deposited, mixed, and reworked by waves. 1t is finn or
- compact when moist and loose when dry. This sand js light gray to white and consists
mainly of fine quartz particles in which there are varying guantities of medium to coarsc shell
fragments. The sand contains a (ew, fine, rounded, weakiy cemented very dark gray to vory
dark brown particles.

Coastal beaches is used primarily for recreation. 1t provides habitat for shore birds.

(No capability classification; woodland group 9}
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NATURAL COMMUNITY DESCRIPTIONS

(1) BEACTE DUNE - (Synonyms: sand dunes, pioneer zone, upper beacly, sca oats zone,
coastal strand). Beach Dune is characterized as a wind-deposiled, foredune and wave-deposited
upper beach that are sparsely too densely vegetated with pioncer species, especially sea oats,
Other typical pioneer species include beach cordgrass, sand spur, dune or bitter panic grass,
railroad vine, beach morning plory, seashore paspalum, beach elder, dune sunflower, sea purslane,
and seu rocket. Typical animals include ghost crab, dune, especially along its ccotone with the
unvegetated beach, is also the primary nesting habilat for numerous shorebirds and marine turiles, -
including many rare and endangered species.

Beach Dune conununitics are found along shorelines subgect i igh energy waves which
deposit sand-sized grains to form the open beach. Onshore winds move the sand graing inland
until slowed by an obstacle, usually plant stems, causing the prains to drop.  As the plants grow
upward and burial conlinues, a foredone s built, Dune height s largely detormined by the
strength and the directional constancy of winds and by the growth habits of dune-forming piants.
- :As g cape or barricr island-grows scaward, new beaches are deposiled seaward of the old one and
a charactenistic ridge and swale topography develops.

Beach Dunes are very dynamic communities and mobile environments. The wind
~continmially meves the sand infand from the beach until trapped by vegelation..-Beach Dunes are
subject to drastic topographic alterations during winter storms and hurricanes. Taking the brunt
- of storm smge, inlaclt Beach Dunes are essentiul for protection of inland biological comnmnitics. .-

The soils of Beach Dunes are composcd of sands that-are similar to thosewashed onie the-
adjacent beach, excepl Lhat the wind selectively lifts vut the smaller sand particles, blows them
inshere, and deposits them arcund plant stems. These deep siliceous or caleareous sands dram . .
rapidly, creating decidedly xeric conditions,

Reach Dunes cocur in an extremely harsh coviconment. The dune vegelation must be able
to tolerate loose, dry, unstable, nutrient poor soils, as well as exposurc to wind, salt spray, sand
abrasion, intcnse sunlight, and storms, Thus, dune species have evolved several morphological
adaptations to survive in this harsh environment, Many of them root eastly from fragments
washed ashore in storm debris, or they produce large Noaling seeds thut can be transported by
- ocean carrents, Some have thickened cuticles and succulent foliage to better retain water and to
reduce the effects of salt spray and sand abrasion. Some spread by subtcrrancan or smilice
runncys that creep across the barren sands, Many readily recoot from higher up their stems when-#-
buricd by blowing sand and consequently develap a matted or wiry root system. Somc have
become 5o dependent on the dunc habitat that they lose vigor without shifting sands constantly .
stimulating them (0 send ouf new shoots and reroot. Thesc characteristics are the primary reasons
for their unique abilily Lo stabilize acoian sand into nearly static beach dunes.

In spite of their ability to withstand the harsh marilime enviromment, plants of the Beach
Dunes are extremely vulnerable to human impacts. A foot path or off-road vehicle trail over the
beach dunes can damage the vegetation, giving wind and water the leverage nceded to begin
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erosiongl precesses. A gap, or blowout, forms and continually widens until it 18 slowly
revegetated and statibized, The sand from the gap moves inland, and rapidly burics vegetation,
destabilizing the beach dunes and oflen disturbing adjacent commumities. When a stonn ensucs,
the unvegetated pgap atfows storin surges casy access to these conununities for further disruption,
Because of their vulnerability, Beach Dunes require protection from trampling (i.c., boardwalks
for heach aecess) and oll~road vehicles, Coasial developments which affect the sand sources that
are necessary for Beach Dune replenishment should be strongly discouraged.

{3) COASTAL STRAND - (synonyms: shrub zane, maritime thicket, coastal scrub). - .
Coastal Strand is characterized as stabilizer, wind-deposited coastal dunes that are vegetuted with -
-4 dense thicket of salt-tolerant shrubs, especially saw. palimetto. Giher typical ptants include sand -
live oak, cabbage palm, myrile cak, yaupon, sea grape, cat’s claw, nakedwood, lantana, green
brier, buekihorn, cocoplum, nickerbean, coin vine, beach jacquemontia, pinweed, bay cedar,
necklace pod, sca lavender, Spanish bayonet, woody gotdenrod and Florida rosemary. Typical
animals inchude gopher tortoise, six-lined racciunner, southern hognose snake, coachwhip snake,
diamondback raitlesnake, and beach mouse.

Coastal Strand ocours on deep wind-deposited sands which have been wind-sorted and
wavewashed. There is usually some shell admixed with quartz grains on ihe beach, but this s
rapidly leached out in the course of only a few lundred years. Coastal Strand dunes are generally
guite stable bul are snsceplible to severe damage if the vegetation s disturbed. Shrubs in the
coastal Strand arc frequently dwarfed and pruned as a result of the salt spray-laden winds that kilt-
‘twigs on the seaward side, producing a smoaoth, densc upward-slanting canopy rescibling a-
sheared hedge.

Coastal Strand is actually an ecotonal community that generafly lies between Beach Dune .
-+ and Maritime hammock: It may alse grade into Scrub, and it often shares many of the same - v
species that occur 0 Coastal Rerm. - Fire may reduce succession towards Maritime Hammock
However, maritime influences alone will often suffice to hibit succession to forest.

Coastal Strand is probably the most rapidly disappearing community in Florida, Ttis most
extensive along the Atlantic Coast where, being clevated and next 1o the coast, il is prime resort
or residential property, Coastal Strand originally occurred as a nearly continuous band along the
Adtlantic shorelines. Now it oceurs largely as broken and isolated small stretches, Tn south
Vlorida, it has also been disturbed by invasions of exolic species, principally Brazilian pepper and
Augtralian ping, Along with other coastal communitics, Coastal Strand protects inland
cominunities from the severe eflects of storms,

(75) MARINE TIDAL MARSII - (synonyims: saltmarsh, brackish marsh, coastal
wellands, coastal marshes, tulal wetlands). Marine and Bstusiine ‘T'idal Marshes are floral Based
Natural Communities generally characterized as expanses of grasses, rushes and sedges along
coastlines of low cave-ciergy and river mouths, They are mosl abundant and miost extensive m
- Florida north of the normal frecze fine, being larpely displaced by an interspersed among Tidal
Swamps below this line. Black necdlerush and smooth cordgrass are indictor species which
usually form dense, uniform stands. The stands may be arranged in well-defined zones according
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to tide levels or may grade subtly over a broad arca, with elevation as the primary determining
factor. In the upper reaches of river mouths, where Estuarine tidal Marsh begins to blend with
Freshwater Tidal Swamp and Marsh, sawgrass may occur in dense stands, Saw grass is the feast
sall tolerant of these Tidal Marsh species. Other typical plants include saltgrass, saltmeadow
cordgrass (marsh hay), gulf cordgrass, soft rush and other rushes, salt myrtle, macsh elder,
saltwort, sca oxeye, cattail, big cordgrass, bulrushes, seashore dropseed, seashore paspalum,
shoregrass, glassworts, seablipht, scastde Heliotrope, saltmarsh boltonia, and marsh fleabane,
Typical animals inclade marsh snail, periwinkle, mud snail spiders, fiddler crabs, marsh crab, green
crab, isopods, amphipods, diamondback terrapin, saltmarsh snake, wading birds, waterfowl,
asprey, rails, marsh wrens, seaside sparrows, muskrat and raccoon.

Fishes frequently found in this community include blackiip shark, lemon shark, bonnet-
head shark, hammerhead shark, southern stingray, yellow spoited ray, tarpon, ladylish, bonefish,
menhaden, sardines, anchavy, cattish, needlefish, killifish, blucfish, blue ninner, lookdown, permit,
snapper, grunts, sheepshead, porgies, pinfish, seatrout, red drum, mullet, barracuda, blenny, goby,
trigger fish, filefish, and puffers.

Tical Marsh soils are generally very poorly drained muck or sandy clay loams with substantial

organic components and oflen a high sulfur content. The elevation of Tidal Marshes range from

Just below sea level to slightly above sea Tevel with vegetation occupying the intertidal and

supratidal zones, The frequently high density of plant-siems and-roots effectively traps sediments - -

~derived from upland runoft or from littoral and storm currents. The. decaying, dead marsh plants

- and the transported detritus which the living.plants trap, accumulate to form peat dcpomts
Together, these aceretion processes may build land. :

-+ Tidal Marsh plants dive under conditions which would stress most plants. High salt
~-confent in the soil; poor soil acration, frequent submersion and exposure intense sunfight, and <=
- - occasional fires make the tidal Marsh community inhospitable to most plants and require a wide
- tolerance limit for its inhabitants. The landward extent of Tidul Marsh along the shore Jine is
directly relaled to the degree of bottom slope; the more gradual the slope the broader the
community band. Typical zonation of this conununity includes simooth cordgrass in the deeper
edges, grading to salt tolerant plants such as black needlerush that withstand fess iundation.

Tidat fluctuation is the most important ccological factor in Tidal Marsh communities,
cycling nutricnts and allowing manne and estuarine fauna access to the marsh. This exchange
helps to make Tidal Marsh one of the most biologically productive Natural Corununities in the
waorld. In fact, primary productivity in Tidal Marshes surpasses that of most intensive agricultural -
practices. The founer operates as no cosl because of free energy subsidies from tides, while that -

-latter requires costly energy subsidics in the form of firels, chemicals, and labor, A myriad of -
invertebrales and fish, including most of the commercially and recreationally important species
such as shrimp, blue crab, oysters, sharks, grouper, snapper and mullet, atso vse Tidal Marshes
throughout part or all of their life cycles, e o

Tulal Marshes are also extremcly important becansge of their storm buffering capacity and
three pollutant filtering actions, The dense roots and stems hold the unstabilzed soils together,
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reducing the impact of storm wave surge. The plants, animals, and soils filter, absorb, and
neutralize many pollutants belore they can reach adjaccnt marine and cstuarine communities.
- These factors make Tidal Marshes exiremely valuable as a Natural Community.

Adverse impacts of urbun development of Tidal Marshes include degradation of water
quality, filling of marshes, increased erosion, and other alterations such as bulkheading and beach
renourishment. The most allractive coastal areas for devclopment activities frequently are the
most ecologically fragile and are extremely vulnerable to development of any kind. Off shose
pollution in the form of cil apills and various forms of letter jettisoned from shipping traffic alsu
impaet Tidal Marsh tetminal stage of succession in coasial areas,

76} MARINE TIDAL, SWAMY - (synonyms: mangrove forest, mangrove swamp,
mangrove islands). Marine and estuarine Tidal Swamps are I'loral Based Natural Commuinities
characterized as densc, low forests vecuirring along refatively flat, intertidal and supratidal
shorelines of low wave encrgy along southern Florida, The dominant plants of Tidal Swamp
Natural Comnmunities are red mangrove, black mangrove, white mangrove and buttonwood.

o cxThese four species:occasionally occur in zones which are defined by varying water levels, with red

mangrove occupying 1he lowest zone, black mangrove the intermediate zone, and white mangrove

. and buttonbush the highest zone, Other vascular plants associated with Tidal Swamps include salt

- grags, black needlerush, spike rush, glasswort, Gulf Cordgrass, sea pursiane, saltworl and sea

. oxeye. Typical animals of the Tidal Swamp include mangrove water snake, brown pelican, white -
1bis, osprey, bald cagle, and a-variely of shorebirds, herons, egrets,and raccoon. Also meluded

- ure sponges, oysters, marine wosms, barnacles mangrove tree crabs, fiddier crabs, mosguitoes;

and numerous other invertebrates. - Fishes are likewise diverse in this community, Those mosgl.+ -
frequently occurring include black-tipped shark, lemon shark, nurse shark; bommet-head shark] - .+
rays, tarpon, lady[ish, bonefish,-menhaden, sardines, lookdown, permit, snapper, shoepshead,
. porgies, pinfish, and mmllet, - : : =

Several variations of Tidal Swamps are generally recognized, These include (1) overvash
- swamps found on islands which are frequently inundated by the tides; 2) narrow fringe swamps
located along waterways; (3} vivering swamps found in floodplains; (4) basin swamps growing in
depressions siightly inland from the water; {5} hammock swamps, sinular to basin swamps but
growing at a shightly igher clevation; and {6) scrub swamps growing over hard substrates such as
limestone marl.

Tidal Swamps occur in flat coastal areas. The soils are generally saturated with brackish
walcr at all times, and at high tides these same soils are vanally inundated with standing water.
Mangroves grow on a wide vatiely of sotts ranging fronn sands to muds. In older T'idal Swamps =~
[he sands and muds are usually covered by a layer of peat which has built up from detntus
{decaying plant matenal},

The prop roots of red mangroves, the extensive pnewmatophores (acrial roots} of black
. mangroves and the dense root mats of the-white mangrove serve to cnteap sediments and recyele
nutrients from upland arcas and from tidal import.. This process serves in “istand formation™ and
is & patt of the successional process involved in land formation in south Florida. These root
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structures also provide substrate for the attachment of and shelter tor numerous marine and
estuarine organisms.

Temperature, salimty, tidal fluctuation, substrate and wave energy are live physical factors
influencing the sizc and extent of Tidal Swamps. WMangroves require an annual average water
temperature above 19'C {667 to survive. They do nol tolerate temperatures below freezing or
temperatures which fluctuate widely over the conrse of a yoar. -Salt water is a key element in
reducing competition from other plants and allowing mangroves to flourish. 1n addition,
mangroves have adapted to the salt water environment by either excluding or excreting salt from
plant tissucs. Mangroves can survive in fresinwater but arc usually not found in large stands under-
such conditions in nature becanse ihey suceumb to competition.

Tidal Swamps are closely associated with an often prade into Seagrass beds,
Unconsolidated Substrates, Tidal Marshes, Shell Mounds, Coastal Benms, Maritime Llammocks,
and other coastal communities. Seagrass Beds and Unconsohdated Substrates are usually found
in the subtidal regions surrounding Tidal Swamps. . Tidal Marshes are often found alony the infand
+=boundary of the Tidal Swamps. - Tropical hardwood species occupy Coastal Berm and Shell -
Mound communilies which are often surrounded by mangroves. 1n Florida, Tidal Swamps occur -
along both coasts, bullered by barner island formations. Tidal Swaraps arc most extensive from ™
Cedar Key southward along the Gull Coasi and from Ponce de Leon Tnlet southward along the
- easl coast. The most luxuriant growth accws in the Ten-Thousand Island areas of soulthwest
Florida.

. The Marme and Estuarine Tidal Swamp cotununities are significant becanse they fimction
as nursery grovnds for most ol the state’s commercially and recreationally important fish and!
. shelifish, These Natural Communities are also the breeding grounds-for substantial populations of -
. .wading birds, shorebirds, and other animals, The continuous shedding of mangrove leaves and -==u.
other plant components produce as much as 80% of the total organic material available in the
raqualic food web. Additionally, Tidal swanips help protect other inland communities by
absorbing the bront of tropical storms and hurricancs.

Tidal Swamps have been and continue 1o be areas of enviconmental concern because many
acres were destroyed through diking and flooding, ditching for mosquito control, and dredging
and fifling activities. Fortunately, specific lepal protection for mangrove swatnps was adopted by
the statc in 1985, Today, mangroves continue to face such problems as destruction from oil spills
and changes in the quantily, quality and timing of the fresh water input as the adjacent uplands are -
developed or otherwise aliered. Reducing estuarine salinity and flushing chemical pollutants from '~
adjacent uplands have resuited in the destruction of some Tidal Swamp areas amd the invasion of ~
NoN-MAngriyve Species,

The combination of these factors has resulted in a decrease in the number of acres of Tidal
Swamps and-a reduction in available nursery grounds and valuable habitat for native wildlile.
Mangrove swampas can be replanted by man; however, long term monitoring has not been
conducied to determine if restored sites function as the original communily did. The best
manageiment practice is to prevent further destruction of cxmtmg lldal Swamps and maintain a

.. natural flow of fresh water into these areas, R Rt
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(77) MARINE UNCONSOLIDATED SUBSTRATE - (synonyms: beach, shore, sand
bottom, shell bottom, sand bar, mud flat, tidal flat, soft bottom, coralgal substrate, marl, gravel,
pebble, calcarcous clay), Manne and Estuanine Unconsolidated Substrates are Mineral Based
Matural Communilies generally characlerized as expansive, relatively open areas of subtidal,
intertidal, and supratidal zones which lack dense populations of sensible plant and ammal species,
Unconsofidated Substrates are unsolidified matcrial and include coralgsl, marl, mud, mus/sand,
sand or shell. This community may support a large population of infaunal orgamsms as well as a
variety of transicnt planktonic and pelagic organisms (.g., tube worms, sand dollars, molhisks,
isopods, amphipods, burrowing shrimp, and an assortment of crabs).

In general Marine and Estuaring Unconsolidated Substrate Commuonilies are the most -
widespread communities in the world, However, Unconsolidated Substrates vary greatly
throughont Florida, bascd on surrounding parent material. Unconsolidaled sediments can
eriginate from organic sources, such as decaying plant {issues {e.g., mud) or from calcium
carbonate depositions of plants or animals (e.g., coralgal, marl and shell substrates), Marl and
coralgal substrates are primarily restricted to the suuthern portion of the state. The remaining
- four kinds of Tnconsolidated: Substrate, mud, mud/sand, sand,-and shell, are found throwghout the
coaslal areas of Florida. While thesc arcas may seem relabively barren, the densilies of infaunal
organisms in subtidal zones can reach the tens of thousands per meter square, making thesc arcas
important feeding grounds for many boliom feeding fish, such as redfish, flounder, spot and = -
sheepshead. The interlidal and supratidal zones are cxtremely important feeding grounds for.
many shorebirds and invertebrates. :

.Unconsolidated Substrate Commumnities which are composcd chiefly of sand {e.gsand - -
beaches) are the most imporlant recreational.areas in lorida, attracting millions of residents and -+ -
. tourists annually, This commumily is resilient and may recover from recrestional disturbances.
- However, this conumunity is vulnerable to compaction associated with vehicular traffic on beaches”-
- and disturbances frain dredging activities and low dissolved oxygen levels, all of which can cause™
In faunal organisms to be destroyed or to migrate out of the arca. Generally these areas are easily
-recolonized either by the same organisms or a scrics or organisms which eventoally results in the

community returning 1o its origingl state once the disturbance has ceased. In extreme cxamples,
such as significant alterations of elevation, there 1s potential for scrious long-term impacts from
this type of disturbance.

(BB RUDERAL AND DEVELOPED - Ruderal arcas arc characterized by having the
natural substrate or the natural conununily overwhclmingly altered as a result of human activity,
Native vegetation is sparsc and is often replaced by weedy or exotic species. These areas require”
a long-term restoration effort.

Developed areas consist of natural biological comnminities that have been replaced or
nearly replaced by shructures or permanently cleared arcas such as mads wsn:or f}luhtws
campgrounds, recrcation arcas, parking lots or concessions.
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FLORIDA NATURAL AREAS INVENTORY

1018 Thomasvllle Road, Suite 200-G - Tellahasses, Florida 27303 - (850) 2240207 - FAX (850} 681-92¢4 weerw frialorg

February 23, 1969

Ms. Gloria C. Nelson, OMCM
Department of Environmental Protection

Division of State Lands FEB 26 1999

3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, m.a. 130

Tallahassee, Florida 32399 D5l
Bureau of

Public Land A
Dear Ms. Nelgoi: dministration

Thank you for your request for information from the Florida Natural Areas Inventory
~{FNAL). Your data request, received on February 18, 1993, specified an area located in i
. Township 328, Range 16E; Section 30 on the Pass-A-Grille Beach 7.5 minute USGS Quadrangle
in Pinellas County.

A search of vur maps and database indicates that currently we have five Element .
- . Qocutrenge Records mapped within one mile of the study.area (see enclosed map and table), .. .
Please ote that the map legend indicates the precision of the element occurrence location, defined
.85 secand (withir about 300 feet), minute {within about one mile), or general (within about 5 . -
- niles). Also note tho locations of breeding colony sites identified by the Flotide Game and Fresh,_
" Water Tigh Commission Breeding Bird Aflas Project. :

This site is located within the Pineflas County Aquatic Preserve, which is managed by the
Fiorida Department of Envirenmentat Protection, Division of Marine Rescurces. The site is also
located within one mile of the Pinsilag National Wildlife Refuge, managed by the 118, Fish &
Wildiife Service. : ;

Please note that Potentia! Natural Areas are located near the site. These are private lands
which are not managed for conservation, but which imay have features of environmental
significance, as determined by FNAT scientists. Potential Natural Areas should be consideted - -
important information for planning purposes. Please s¢s the enclosed explanation sheet for tmore
information. )

FNAI strongly suggests that a site specific survey be conducted to determine the current
presence of absence of rare, threatgned, or endangered species. Sutveysshould be conducted by

. individuals fumiliar with Florida's flora and fauna. . For your convenience, & summary of the .
: elements recarded for Pinellag Connty is enclosed.

AT -8
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Gloria €. Nelson
-February 23, 1992
Page 2

The database maintained by the Florida Natural Areas Inventory is the single most
comprehensive source of information available on the locations of rare species and other
significant ecological resources. However, the data ere not always based on comprehensive or
site specifio fiskd surveys. Therefors, this information should not be regarded as 2 final statesuent
on the hiological resources of the sito being considered, nor should it be substituted for on-site
BUIVEYS.

Information provided by this database may not be published without prior writtet
notification to the Florida Natural Areas Inventory, and FNAT must be credited 4s an information
source in these publications. FNAI data may not be resold for profit.

~&. - Thank you for your-use of FNAF services. If I can be of further assistance, please give me
a cail st (850) 224-8207.

Sincerely,

LA

Jonathan Oetting
. Conservation Information Coordinator

encl
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FNAI ELEMENT OCCURRENGE RECORDS ON OR NEAR SITE

CLOBAL STATE FEDERAL  STATE

EQCODE SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME RANK  RANK  STATUS  STATLS
ANIMALS .
ABNNCOID10OTSFL HACHMATOPUS PALLIATUS AMERICAN QYSTERCATCHER &5 43 N 18
ASNNM 1401070651 RYNGHOPS RIGER BLACK SKIMMER G5 83 N LS
PEANTS
FOASTANOES M2 FL HELIANTHUS DERILIS SSP VESTITUS HAIRY BEACH SUNFLOWER G572 52 N N
COMMUNTIES
CTS000000SI57FL BEACH DUNE G47 82 M N
£TS0000000* (58°FL BEAGH DUNE G47 a2 N N

| 323798

A7 - 11
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FLORIDA NATURAL AREAS INVENTORY
. 1618 Thomayvili Road, Suite 200-C, Tullahasses, FL 32303 (850) 224-827 Page 1

Apsil, 1958

Pinellas County Summary
Rare Specics and Natural Communitics

A7 - 12

Gloal Bt ¥Fodarel Siate Oocarmestd

Scheatitho M Coounon, Name Ronk® Fank® Eaine® Slaim* Bt
FI3H

Acipanser aocyrinchur deaoto] Culf sturgeaon GaT2 52 Iy LS c
Agonastontity mardicold mounbidn mwllet Gy 33 N H P
Micropkis Brachyirus opoasum pipeiish <k ] 52 ™ N P
AMPHIBIANS
Ropa capiio gupher frog Ga x| N Ls P
BEPTILES

- ARigeator mlestesippiensis Amgtlean alligator Gy 84 Tis/A) LS F
Carenz carstia loggerhead Ga LX) LT LT N
Cheloniis wydos green furtle a3 52 LE ik N
Crotalus adananidis eastorn dismomdbuck satlltanake as a3 N | c
Dermochelys corfovad tealierback i3 52 LE LE N
Dryiarchon sorais coupdr] eantern indigo anake GAT3 83 LT LT C
Gopherus polyphamizs Euphet tottolsc 33 53 o L5 o
Lephdachelys kempil Kemp's ridley Gl 51 LE LB c
Stilpsama sxieniwm short-wlled Enake ;2 33 M LT o
RIEDS
doelpitar cooperil Cooper's hiawk G4 . BN N N F
Atwaphia azstivalis Bachman's aparrow 33 53 N N P
Afata efuf roscale ppaankill 5 5283 N LS C
Aramue gusrakng limpkin L] 53 N LS P
Ardea atha great opret G5 54 N H c

- Ardea hevoding pocidentalis great white heron G5TZ 82 L] N F
Euteo brachynrus ahort-tatled hawi G417 g3 M M B
Charadriar alecandrinis anowy plover G4 52 N LT o
Charcciris imelodis piping plover a3 52 LT LY v
Coecyzir miner mikgeove cookon a8 L x| N N P
Dendroiea discolor paludicota Florids prairie warbler GAT3 51 ™ N P
Egrasta caerilea Tittle bl heron G5 54 N [ %] c
Exretir rufescens reddish egret a4 52 N L5 C
Egretia thala oWy CEnet as 54 N L5 F
Egretta trivolor tricolored betan Gs 84 N iS5 c
Endectmus aflnes while ihis G5 54 N 1s C
Fuleo colignbarine mezlin 5 51 N N P
Falco peregrinys peoegiing fnjeon a4 52 LE LE P
Falco sparverius paulis southesstern Arierican keatrel G5TAT4  53% N LT F
Fragara magnificans magnificent frightebind G5 &1 N N F
Heemalopms patiianis American oyatorsatcher ck] 53 M LS L
Haliaezing lencocephalus bald cagle G4 53 LT LT C
Ixolrpehus acilic oast bittern s 84 N N P
Letaralius Jonaicansic black il a4 s, N R r
Mvotaria americads wood atork 4 52 LE LE C

. Nyclanaasg vialacea yellow-crowned night-heson . G5 537 N M C
Mycricorax mycticorex black-crawned night-kecaen .03 . 53% N N P
Pandion haliaetes Qaprey LEE] 5354 N Ly** ¢
FPelacanus occidenialis hrown pelizan G4 53 N L5 o
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FLORIDA NATURAL AREAS INVENTORY Apeil, 1998
- 1618 Thomasville Road, Sulie 300-C, Talizhassee, FL 32303 (850) 224-8207 Page 2
Pinellas County Summary
Rare Specics and Natural Communities
Globad Biais Fedanl Bials CUorrmes
Bclantiflc Madg ompmein Maus Fauli* Raok® Bictaa*  Saw* Statel
Fizoides villnsus hairy wondpccker G3 k)] M N P
Plegadis faloinaliuy gloasy ihis G3 82 M N | o
Railur longirosiris scottil Florida elapper ril G5T3? St N N P
Rynchaops Rigtr , Black skdmmer a3 53 N LS G
Sesolypty cunicelaria foridan Florida humowing owl 4T 33 N LS P
Stdrna arilllarion least tern G4 83 R ET c
Sterna saspin Casplan beam a5 527 H N P
Sterna moriind myal e G5 X N ] c
Sterng somdvicditils samsdwich tamn e h] 52 iy N &
Vireo altifogwis black-whidkered virso GS 5 N N r
Corpnorhines rainesgui Hafincrqure's big-vared bat o3 527 N N P
Mustela framata peninyalng Florida Jong-failed weasel G5T3 527 M N i
Neofibay aileni ' mugd-taited moekrat a3 -§3 N M L
Fodomys floridanie Florida mowie ai 53 N Ly C
Scivrar miger aherman! Sherman’s fox sguirrel G572 L7 N 15 C
Trichechus manaiuy maneteo £ 52t LE LB c
YASCULAR FLANTS
Acrosticktm gursomn golden keather fern G3 ga N LE C
Actinostachkys pernila ¥ fern 3405 51 N LE o
Adiontum femerim hrittie maidenheir forn as 53 N LE C
Asclepios curiieni Curtisa' milkwensd a3 B3 N LE c
Blgefowla muitallii Nutall's rayless goldonrod G3 51 N LE c
Chamaesyc# cumilicola sand-duane apurpe G2 52 M LR c
-Chrysopsks fovidana Florida palden aster Gi 51 LE LE R
Eragrostis tracyl Sanibel lovopmes a2 52 N LY G
GHandularia kovpensis Tamps vervain 31 L3 ‘M. iB C
Fosgypizan hirsutes wild cotton {HG3 537 M j ) C
Falanthys debilis ssp vesiins hairy beach aunflower GAT2 52 [y M L
Lantent dapressa var sanibelensly Gulf Coast Florida lantana G2T1 51 M LE C
Iechen cernua ’ nadding pinweed as 33 N L C
Lechea divaricats yine pinvweod G2 g2 N LE C
Pieroglonsaspis ecrisiula wild coco GG 52 N LT C
Srillingia syfvatica S TenBis queen's delight MasT: 52 N N C
Zephyranthes sinpeanii radn Sily G263 5253 N LT C
KATURAL COMMUNITIZES
Beach Dune Gl 52 N N L
Coatal Grassland a3 52 M N C
Estuarine Composite Subatrate: 3 Lk N N C
Ealuarine Grase Bed [ £73 52 M N C
- Pstuarine Tida] Marh G4 a4 N N ¢
Estuarinyg Tida] Swaip G3 33 N o o
. Datuarine Uncomiolidated Substrate a3 55 N H c
Merine Compoaitc Substrate a3 53 M M C
Marine Consolidated Subalrate 3 53 N N C
Marine Grass Bed G2 52 N N L
Marino Moilusk Recf c3 53 N N C
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FLORIDA NATURAL AREAS INVENTORY Agpril, 1598
018 Thomasville Road, Slte 200-C, Taliahassee, FL, 32303 (850) 224-8107 Page 3

Pincllns County Suinmary
Rare Species and Natural Communities

Ciohal Htate Fodaral Btate  ClociiTuscs

Sclmtiffe Nanw» Conimuon Tam Rank® Raxk* Siabhm* Bam? Btaterd
Marnt Thdal Marsh {i4 54 M N o
Marine Tidal Swamp 33 53 N N o
Maritirte Hammock a4 521 N [y C
dcals Flaraoods ar 54 M | c
Sorut 12 E2 N N [
OTHER

Bird rocksry N N L

* See aitached FNAT Rank Explanations sheet for definitions of Global and State Ranks, and State and Federn] Statug
## Ree aachcd FVAT Rank Explanations shect, Special Animal Listings - Siote and Fedorql Slatus socting

+ CouwTy QCCURRFRCE STATUR
ertebraton Bud Invertebnites:
{ = (Conflrmel) Ovourrences statie derived from 4 documentad record in Ihe FVAL data base. - .
P = (Potentlal) Ocourrenos status dérived from a reporied aceurrence for the golinty, or the ocourrenss lics within the
published range of the taxen,
N = (Mesting) For sca turtles orly; ersurrence statws derived from documentcd neating ooclTENgsd,

o atural Comgmunifics, and (ther: -
Y0 = (Confirmed) Doourronce satis derived from « docunantad resord in e FNAT data base or from a herbarivm -

ppecinen.
R = (Reported) Ocourmence statos derived from published reports.
AT-14
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Florida Natural Areas Inventory: Areas of Conservation Interest (ACI) and
| Potential Natural Areas (PNA) Data Layers

Effective ag of January 1, 1998, the former Areas of Conservation uterest data layer catsgories A, B and C have been reclasyifis
into twa separate layers known as Arcas of Conservation Intsrest (ACT) and Potential Natural Areas {PNA). The former A(
categories B and C Liave been renamed and assigned new ranks as explained below. The only changes made have been in dal
layer names and rank assignwents. The actual information contained in the data layers remains the same.

1. Areas of Conservatipn Interest (ACI)
{Former ACI Category A, no Internal ranking assigned)

The Areas of Conservation Interest data Jayer indicates, throughont the State of Florida, salural resource areas that remals |
private ownership and are noi managed or listed for conservation purposes, These areas have been identified o the basis .
extensive ground truthing or the presencs of highly ranked (FNAJT (G1/581) element ocourrenees, The database information wi
suppiemented by FNAT's scieniific staff mterpretation of landscaps vegetation surreunding the speciss or natural commmis
pecurrences From Florida Depariment of Transporiation (FLDOT) aerial photographs. FNAT ocourrence information is compile

- vor i v from ‘a variety of-sources ineluding field surveys by FNAI staff, published literaturc, herbaria and museum colleclians, an,

petsonal communication or unpublished notes,

1T, Potential Nutural Areas (PINA)
(Former ACI Category B and C, ranking of 1-5 assigned with 1 indicating the highest quality natural communities)

The Potential Namral Arcay dafa layer indicstes, throughout the State of Florida, iands thet are in privato ownership and are n

- managed or Listod for conservation purposes that are possibly examples of good quality natural communities.: These areas we.

deternyined from ENAPy scientific staff interpretalion of Jandseape vegetation on 1988.93 FLDOT wexial photographs and fro

- jnput received during Regional Ecological Workshops held for each regioual planning council. These workshops wete attende

by experts fomitiar with natural ereas in the region. Element ocourrence records in the FNAT database muy or may not be prese.

for these sites. e order to be classified as a Potential Natural Arca {with the cxeeption of internal rank PNA-3) the are:
identified through aerial photography tust mest the following eriterin:

1. Must be n minimum of 500 acres, Exceptions: sandhill, min, 320 acres; scrub, min. B0 acres; pins rockian
min. 20 acres; dry prairie, min, 320 acces; o any example of coastal rock bavren, upland glade, coustal du
lake, spring-nin stream ot terrestrial cave,

2. Must contain at least one of the following: :
a. One or more high quality examples of FNAI state ranked $3 or above natural communitics.
b. An outstanding exampls of any FINAT tracked naturat comrnily,

Potential Natural Areas have bean assigned internal ranks of PNA-1 through 4 mostly based on size and perceived quality &
type of natural gommunity present. The arces included in rank PNA-3 {former ACI Category C} are excopitions to the abo
criteria. These areas were identified through the same process of aerfal photagraphic interpretation nnd regional workshops .
the PNA-Lthrough 4 ranked sites, but do riot mest the standard eiiteria. These PNA-S areas are considered lower priority {
conservation than areas ranked PNA-lthrough 4, but nonetheless are believed to bo ceolopically -viabie tracts of la

+,~representative of Florida's natural ecogystems. - . . - -

AT -15
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Florida Natural Areas Inventory May 1997

RANK EXPLANATIONS
for FNAT Globa) Rank, FNAT 8tate Rank, Fodersl Statuy, and State Status

The Navice Conssrvancy did the Numral Heritags Program Notwork (of which FNAL ix n pary) dafine an glapeans as any ctemplasy or B ¢ompotent of the
mint povirnament, much o o spocis, ol gommunicy, bird roakory, epring, slnkholn, owve, oF ohor scologica] featire, An pioment occurrsncs (O ira
single exlant habia: that REINE or otheraive cootriinten to the prvival of u poguiation e a distine, solf-sustsining sxample of & parthouiay sleowst.

Using n ranking sysam taywioped by The Nalurs Copaspraney snd the Raturd Hentage Program Motwork, the Flo:da HWatural Arsan Ioveodory asigns wo prak
1o nach plemant. The global rauk is Besd o0 na elhwant’s woddwide s the glate rank ia bassd on the status oF o shemsnt Tn Flavida, Elsmest ranks gre
basod on msny factor, the moat lmporiant anee being estimated pumber of Bluwent coourcencsl, estimuird shundanca (umber of individuals for spacies; sra for
naluial pommunitics}, raonge, sMlmated adequately pecisotad HChe, relative threat af deppuetion, and eealoploal fougillty.

Faderal and Stuiy status information s from tha 1,8, Fish snd Wildlifs Service; and Bie Fliodda (amns sud Fredhwster Fiah Commmision {gaimalé), and the Flotid:
Dhoparimant of Agriculivie and Conmumar Sorviced (i), peapastively. .

Wﬂﬂﬂm
1 - Critleally imperiled globslly becauss of extreme rarity (§ oF {ewer occurrence or kese than 1000 individunis) or bacauss of
extreme vulnombiiity 10 extinetion dus to somé natural or man-mads facter.

&
I

Tmperiled globaily because of rarity (5 1o 20 ocaiprences or lead tean 3000 individuals) or beestiee of vatnerabilily (o extinction
dus to knme natural o7 man-mads fuctor.

v ither very rarc and logal throughout its renge (21-1003 accurrencos o7 Tees than 10,000 individoale) o found fbcally lna
restricted range or vulnersile to sxtintion of other facian.

il

sppasently scoure globally (may be rarc in parts of range)

G4
G demonatrzbly sestes plobaily

GH = ofiistorical ooourronos throughout s range, may be redircavered (.g., ivory-billed woodpecker)
&X baliaved to be catingt througheut range

GXC extirpated from the wild but atiil known from eapivity or cultivation

G#T er Leatative nenk {&.g., G20} )

AHE = rngé of tank; insuffiolont data to arsign specific global yank {u.g.,rG‘ZG’.’n}

T = st af & xoRomie MBEMUR sush a8 & subepeolcd or varicty; e G portien of the renk refors to the entire eproles and the T
' : pontan tofers to the specific subgroup; numbers have esmc definition 4% above {e.g., GITL)

It

) - = rank of queationable spocics - vanked ar species but questionable whether it is species oz subspccics; numbers havo sare
definition #e nhove (e.g., G200

GET#Y) = aame ax sbove, but valldily 8% subspecies or variety it questioned.
GY - dug o tack af information, ne Mok er range can be esaigned (2.8, GUT2).
G = not yei raked (temparary}

FNAISTATE RANK DEFINIETONS

51 - Crilieally imporilod i Fiogida because of extrema matly {3 o fawer oopurronees o ks than 1000 individuals) pr becauss of axireme
vlnerability to extinction dus o sams natursl or man-made fretar,

52 - Tmperiled in Flonida because of rarily (6 ta 20 codurrences ot less Lk 3060 individuals) of bectuse of vulnerbility to extinction dus
soirte fatural or men-madec falor,

a3 = -~ Fither very rare and local throughout i range (21-100 oceurrence or less than 10,000 individuals) or found Joeally in a reshicled man
o vuinembis to extinetion of olier factors.

B4 = appm;lyw:um in Florida (may be raze in parts of mnge) .
SH e of historlcal oceurence thrughout it oange, DY be redlzcaversd (e.g., ivorybilled woodpeckar;
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belloved ta be extined threughout range

aveldental in Flogide, Le., nat past af the eatablished binta

an £xoto apecies established in Florids may be native sliewhere in North America

rogularly coeutiing, bus whdsly and unreliably distributed; silea for constsvalion hard to detarmine
duc to ek of information, no rank or range cxn bo aasigned {8.0., SUT2).

et et ranked (temporary)

LEGAY, STATUS
Nat ourvently liated, nor currently being comllersd for Listing, by state or fedoral agenvies.

FEDFRAL (Listcd by the U, 8, Pih and Wildlifa Sorvice - USFWS)

sx' o
5A =
15 »a
SN =
U -
5 =
N -
LE =
A =
LT =
P =
{ -
E(8/A} =
TEA) =

Listed es Endangered Specics b the List of Endangered and Threatonod Wikilife and Plants under the provision of the
Endatigered Specica Act. Defined ab any apeaiea which is in danger of cetinatlon theoughout alt or 2 significant portion ¢f ita
CANES.

Propossd for addidun to the List of Bodangened snd Threatensd Wildlife and Plants 89 Endangered Species.

Listed as Threatened Specics. Defined 28 any apacies which ia likely to become an endangered apecies within the foregsesbls
future thraughout &l ar a signlficant portion of its rangé.

Poposed for fisting as Threataed Species.
Candidzte Species for sddlttan ta the list of Endangored and Thieatened Wildiife und Flants, Dofined a2 those spesies for whish

the LSFWS etrentiy has on fils sufficicnt information on binlogical vulnersbility and threats to gupport propozing to list the

apecics 13 endangered or threatened.
Endangared dus to shiniarity of appedranas.
Tirestensd dus te shnilarity of appeatanpd,

STATE
Animal {Listed by the Florida Geme and Fresh Water Flel Clommissian - FOPWEC)

LE T

r =
El

LS =

Listed a4 Pndangered Spocies by the FOPWRC, Defined av n spoties, aubspesics, or isolated population Whlch 1v 20 rare or

" depleted in numbcor ¢ #0 restricted in Mnge of habltat due to any man-pAde or naturzl faclors that it i in immediate danger of

axtinction or catitpation from the mste, or which may attain such & stams within the immedists fiture.

Jisted as Thrvatcned Specics by the FAFWFC. Dofined as & species, subspesles, or lsalated population which is soutely
viulieoable to environmental alleration, declining in numberata repid ko, o whose range or hebilat is decrcasing in zrca at 0
rapid rete and 84 & consequenca is destined or vory likely to becams an sndangored spocics within the foreseaabla future.

Listed ax Speciea of Special Concem by the TGIWFC. Defined pe & population which warrants speclal protection, recagnition,
ar eansidarstion bocauss it has an Inherent signifieant volnorabilily to habitat modifieatlon, enyisonmental aleration, human
dizturbaies, or sabatantial human exploitation which, in the foreseeable future, may reault in ita becomitiy a threatened spuides.

Plasty (Listed by the Viorida Depasiment of Agriculturo ind Consumer Services - FDACS

LE =

I ;T -

Listed aa Endangered Plants in the Preservation of Nativa Flora of Florida Aet, Diefined s apcoice of plants nallve to the sts
that are jn iminent danger of eatinction withl e state, the survival of which it uplikely if the causcy of & decline in the
nunibee of plants continue, and includex 8 epecics determnined to ho cndangered or threatensd pursuant to the Federal
Endangored Spcies Act of 1973, 55 amended.

Listed ax Threatened Plasts I the Preservation of Native Flora of Florida Act. Delined 15 specica native 1o the atate thet wre in

rpld decline in the number of plants wilhin the stzta, but which have niot 8o decreased in sitch number as o catlles thes to be
endangered,

AT-17
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Bird Species Observed at Shell Key |

122 Species
Septamtber 1999

Common Mame

Scientific Name

State Desipnation

Comnon Laon Erraivid fnmer

Sooty Shearwater Fuffinus grisens

Worthern Ganncl Marus berssernus

Brown Pelican Pelecanns ooctdentalis 88C
Double-crested Conmoarant Phalecrocorax aurilis

Anbinga Arthinga anhinga

Baprnilicent Frigatehind Fregate magnificens

Great Blue Ileran Arden heroding

Gireal Favet Casmerading afbus

Snowy Herel Epretia thila sS5C
Little Blue Heron Florida caeriden BaL
Tricolored Heron Epretfe tricedor 85C
Heddish Cgret Diclromanassa rufescens BRC
Catrle Fgref Bubunlens ihis

Green Heron Butoriedes sirietns

Black-crowned Might Eleron Nycticarax nycticorax

Yelow-crowncd Night Heron Mycramasse wolnoea

White [his Erelreimny eflms i
Rascats Spoonbill Ajester erfetfnn S5C
Wood Srork Mycieria americana L
Mottled Duck *¥ Anas fulvipula

Bluc-winged Teal Anay diveors

Northern Shaveler Aras elypeefa

Cruchwal] Arees sirepera

Rudhead Avthya americana

Red-breasied Merganser Mergus serraior

AB-2




Turkey Vultuee

Catharics aura

Csprey Paidion leliaetus

Bulll Eagle Haliaeclus lencocephinlng T
Marllern Hurrier CErous cpanans

Sharp-shinned Hawk Acefpiter strialiy

Cooper's awk Aeeipiter cooperii

American Kestrel Faleo sparvering

tierlin Falce colunbaring

Prregrine Faleon Falco peregrinns E
Clapper Rail +* Rallns longirostris

Rlack-helliad Plover Pluvialis squeararola

American Crdden-Plaver Pluvialis dewminicus

Snowy Plover ** Cherrredeines clexandrings T
Wilson's Plover #* Charadrins wilsenia

Sernipralmated Phover Charoedring semipelmatiy

Piping Plaver Charadring melodus T
Killdeer Charadriug viciforns

American Oystercabcher +* Haemidopus polfiafns S5C

Black-necked Stilt

Himanroprs niexicanus

American Avocek

Recurvirastne amerfoana

Greater Yellowlegs

Tringe melanolenc

Tesser Yellowlegs

Tringa flavipes

Willct ##

Catopirophorus scntipalmatus

Spotied Sandpiper

Actilis mercwlorie

Whirbrel

Numening phaeopus

Long-hilled Curlew

Ntistrening amlericants

Marbled Godwit

Limasa fedon

Ruddy Turnstone

Arenaria interpres

Red Knot Calidris canntus
Sanderling Calidris alba
Hemipalmuted Sandpiper Calidris pusitla
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Western Sandpiper

{Tafidriv marnri

1.east Sandpiper

Craliclriy minntilia

Peotural Sandpiper

Culidris melanatas

Dunlin

Crlidris alping

Sal Sandpiper

Micropalama himantopus

Shoet-hilled Dowitcher

Fimnodromuy scoloprces

Commeonn Snipe

Ceapello pollinego

Wilson's Phatarope

Steganopns tricelor

Laughing Gull *#

Larus aricilia

Bonaparte's Gull

Farus phifedelphiv

Ring-hilled Cul]

Farus delawarensis

Herring Gull

Larus argentaris

Lesser Black-hacked (ull

Leirees frxews

Great Black-backed Gull

Larns marinus

Caspian Tern

Serna coaspie

Tayal Tern

Slerne i

Sundwich Tern

Srerna sandvicensis

Convnon Tern

Sterne hivindo

Forstar's Tern Sterna forsteri

Loast Forn ** Srerna antillaram T
BElack Tern Chifdonias niger

Black Skimmer ** Rywchaps niger L

Ruock Dove

Cofumia fivia

Mourning Dove

Fenatdo macrenra

Lurasian Callared-Tove

Strepopelin decaocto

Conunon Groond-Dove

Colemibing passerina

Short-garcd (wl

Asio flammens

Chuck-will's=widow

Caprimulgus caralinernyfy

Eeolted Kingfisher

Megaceryfe alcyon

Bastern Wood-Fewee

Contapur virmy

Ciray Kingbird

Tyranwmus dominicensis
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Purple Martin

Progire sithis

Maorthern Rough-wingad
Swallow

Stelgidopteryy servipennis

Bank Swallow

Riparia riparin

Cliff Swallosw

Petrochelidan pyrrhoncota

Barn Swallow

Hirnreler rustice

Fish Crowr %

Corvuys exsifiugus

Houwse Wroon

Troglodytes aedon

Sedge Wren

Cistothorus plitensis

wlarsh Wren

Cistatharey palusteiy

Bluc.pray Cinalealeber

Poldioptile coerulec

Swainson's Thriash

Catharur ustalatis

Cedar Waxwing

Bombyedfla cedrorum

Loggerhead Shrike

FLertiies hdfovicionns

White-eyed Vireo

Vireg griceus

Tennessoe Warhler

Vermivers peregrine

Magnolia Warbler

Dendroica magialia

Black-throated Blus Warbler

Pendroice coeruleseens

Blackbornian Warhler

Dendroica fusca

Praivie Warbler

Pendrafca discafar

Palm Warbler

Bendroice pulmoarem

Amcrican Roedslarl

Setophaga ruticilla

Louvisiana Watertesh

Sefnrus motacilia

Common Yellosthiroat

Geothfypis brichas

Hooded Warbler

Wilsomnia cirina

Summer Tanager

Pieange rubra

Horthern Cardinal

Cardinalis cardinafis

Chipping Sparrow

Spfzella passering

Savannah Sparrow

Passerenins sandwichenstiy

Melson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow

Amodramur nelyeni

Bobolink

Raffchonyy snyzivenng
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Red-winged Blackhird ** Apefnins phoenicens
Easlern bloadowiark Sturnella magnn
Boal-tailed Grackle Cheizccrlus mafor
House Sparrow Persser domesticns

% _indicates Nesting Species

State Designation Code
S8 - Species of Special Concern
T - Threatened
E - Endangered

Source: Paul Blair, St, Petersburg Audubon Society, May, 1999,
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Conunon Name

Scienliliec Marmne

Plants Obscrved on Shell Key

Cxotic

Saltmarsh aster

Aster tenuifoliny

Black mangrove

Avicennin peritinons

Salowarl

Dtz ineritione

Sea-rocket

Cuakile edeniwla

Gray nickerbean

Caesalpinia crista

Australian pinc

Cerwtecering sph.

Sand hor

Cenclirus incertus

Sea-grape

Cocolaba wvifera

Seashore saligrass

fixtiehlis xpicede

Saslem prasy

Eusiachys petraea

HOne

FEurionut e.?[’ﬂ:fﬂ fum

laobe amaranth

Geomphrena dispersa

Ratloosrl vwine

fpompea per-caprae

Warsl elder

e frateseens

While mangrow:

Laguncilaria racemosa

Lantann

Fantana twvalncrato

Sea lavendar

Limorium carcliniinint

Prickiy poar cacius

Opurtia ausiring

Creeping grass

Paspelunt distichum

Salt joinigrass

Prspeliun vag inaiin

Ground cherry

Fhysalis viscosa

bursh sanphire

Pliloxerns vermicidaris

Losan

Polypremum procumbeny

Red mangrove

Rivizaphara meongle

Glasswort

Salieornie virginica

Watarpinpernel

Sarefies ehrocieontis

Seq purslane

Sexuvivem poerlitilacasteg

Seaside goldenrod

Serliefegeo sempervirens
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amneth cordygrass

Seneriine cfterniflore

Saltmeadow cordgrass

Sparting patens

Yirginia dropsced Sparedolus wirginicus
Sen blite Sreceela fimearus
Seg hlite Sueeeeder serritinme

Sod o

Unicla sessiliflora

Source: Dr. Sheita D Hanes, Eckerd College, Tunuary, 1996,
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Pinellas County Board of County Commissloners Public Hearing Minutes

“No.

09 | | o

BCC

(03-21-00

630 P.M.  JONES/Penhale

#3b

SHELL KEY PRESERVE MANAGEMENT PLAN - APPROVED AS AMENDED, WITH
AUTHORIZATION FOR TRANSMITTAL TO STATE OF FLORIDA FOR APPROVAL

Pursuant to legal notice published in the February 18, 2000 issuc of Tampa
Bay Review and the March 12 and March 19, 2000 issues of the St. Petersburg Times as
evidenced by publisher’s affidavit filed with the Clerk, public hearing was held on the Shell
Key Preserve Management Plan. Chief Deputy Clerk C. R. Short reported that 57 letters and
264 petitions with 717 signatures in favor of and 46 letters in opposition to the Management
Plan have been received; and that the matter is properly before the Board to be heard.

County Administrator Fred E. Marquis recommended approval of the Shell
Key Preserve Management Plan and autherization for transmittal of the Plan to the State of
Florida for further approval.

" Assistant County Administrator Jacob F. Stowers, IT], referred to an aerial
map and pointcd out the subject area and presented an overview of the p'mposc_:d
Management Plan, a copy of which has been fited and made 2 part of the minutes.

In response to the Chairman’s call for proponents of the Plan wishing to be
heard, the following individuals expressed their comments and concetns:

¥en Hariey, Pinellas Park {representing live bait shrinip fishermen)}

Dr. Tom Cuba (representing Tierra Verde Community Assaciation)

Greg Holder, Regional Director, Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

William Harmer (representing some commercial fishermen;

Ciary Bergersher

Elizabeth Burke

Joyce King, Conservation Chairman, 5t. Petersburg Audubon Society

Randy Reynolds, Manaper of Aquatic Prescrves for Tampa Bay, Depamnent of
Environmental Protection

Dr. Harold Albers, 5099 26th Avenue Nurth 5tk Petersburg

Chtistina Lear, student, Palm Harbor University High School

Al Schulie, 1960K Lakewood Club Drive South, St. Petersburg

Timyn Rice, 3457 Coquina Key Drive Southeast, 54 Petersburg

- Rich Paul, 1020 South 82nd Street, Tampa

Harry Michaels, Envirommentat Speeialist, Department of Enwmnmr:ntal
Protection

Dieborah Archer, 11401 101st Street Noﬁh Seminote {presenting letier from
Seaplane Pilots Association)

Jack Coletti, 4258 Cardinal Way South (representing 133 signers of pe.lmun}

Toby Brown (representing 200 members of Tampa Bay Sea Kayakers)

Dave Bemard, 504 John's Pass Avenue, Madeira Beach .
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No. 59 (Fa.b‘-; -ELJ ' ‘
BCC 03-21-00
630 F.M.  JOMES/Penhale

In response to the Chairman’s call for opponents of the Plan wishing to be
heard the following individuals gxpressed then‘ COLCETnS:

John Guth, '?(J'El 37th Avenue Morth, St. Pelersburg
Lou Longa, 200 81st Avenue North, Su. Petersburg

© Wayne Stewart, 5055 21st Avenue Morth, St. Fetersburg
Seott Schoyder, 9301 3rd Strect Mortheast, St. Petersburg
Ed Marsh, 11230 Colena Prive, Seminole
Walter Hirsches, 111 12th Avenue, 5t. Pete Beach
Tony Baker, 805 Rural Drive, Larpo

Alluding to the concerns of the speakers, Mr. Stowers indicated that barrier-
islands by their nature are susceptible to movement; that the proposed Plan will addressany
necessary dredging; that removal of Australian pines and exotic species is part of an overal]
management pf:rspéct‘nfe; that the issue of seaplanes can be best addressed by désignating
areas which are not appropriate for Jandings; that it is anticipated that commercial fishing
areas will increase; that education will be a component of the Plan; that the purpose of
feneing is to delineate recreation and preserve areas; and that part of the beach wﬂi be closed
off for pratection of chicks in bird nesting areas.

Following discussion, Commissioner Todd mﬂvcd seconded by
Commissioner Parks, that the Management Plan be approved.

Responding to queries by Commissioner Parks, Mr, Stowers indicated that

_the issue of addressing the scaplanes can be eliminated from the Plan; whereupon,
Commissioner Todd amended her motion to adopt the Management Plan with the exception
of the section relating to seaplanes; and the seconder concurred. Upon call for the vote, the

motion carried unanimously.
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Clearwater, I'L. 33756

Department of |
-\, Environmental Protection

{eb Bush Dravid B. Strubs
Governar . ) . Secretary

October 18, 2000

Mr. David L. Walker, Ir.
Envivonmental Program Manager
Pinellas County

512 §, It Harrison Avenue

Dear Mr.. Wﬂﬁ{ﬂl’ :I
Re: Shell Key Preserve Lease Number 4228

On October 17,2000, the Auquisitidn and Restoration Council recommended approval of the
management plan for Shell Key Preserve. The plan was approved by the Office of
Environmental Services, acting as agent for the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Trust Fand. Pursuant to Section 253.034 and 259.032, Florida Stamtes, and Chapter 18-2,
Florida Administrative Code the plan’s five year update will be due on October 17, 2005.

Approval of this land management plan does not waive the authority or jurisdiction of any
governmental entity that may have an intercst in this project. Implementation of aty upland
activitics proposed by this management plan may require a permit or other authorization from
federal and state agencies having regulatory jurisdiction over those particular activities. Flease
forward copies of all peerits to this office npon issuance.

Sincerely,

Pl T Bridren -

Delmas T. Barber, OMC Manager
Office of Environmental Services
Diivision of State Lands

AQ — 4
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. Additional information reguested by the Acguiaition and Restoration Council

SHELI; KEY MANAGEMUENT PLAN
Resource Managemenl Objectives
Addendum to the Management Plan ’

“The management plan outlines several key management chjectives for Shell Key
Preserve; namiely the lonp-term preservalion of wildlife, habitat, and recreational
regources. Pincllas County intends that all of these interests and resources are Jegitimatc
and that any management plan should ensure thelr preservation at Shell Key. Therefore,
the management plan seeks 1o protect all resources even though conflicts could arisc.

To ensure the protection of wildlife, habitat and recreational resources and to
minimize conflicts between them, Pincllas County is commilied to long-term monitoring of
thesc resources and to the usc of the data generated from these studics to influence any
future meditications to the submitted management plan, It is Pinellas County’s intent that
any [hture management plan revisions will be data-driven and based on the ability of the _
plan to mect management objectives. Shell Key Preserve will be managed by the
Department of Environmental Management's Bnvironmental Lands Division. This
Division is comprised of land management, reseacch, and environmental education
sections. Tt is Pincllas County’s intent to use the research section 10 conduct and manage
a vatiety of research studies at Shell Key Prescrve and to use Lhis data to assist with land
managenment and educational dircetives. This model has already becn success[ully used at
both Brooker Creek and Weedon {sland Preserves.

A mamber of key monitoting programs have alrcady been initiated at Shell Key., A
research program Lo gather data on nesting success of all mesting bird specics was begun in
the 2000 nesting season. This will be continues each year. All nests will be Jocated and
monilored to determine nesting success and the number of young fledged. Causcs of nest
failure will be determined as best as possible, All sca turtle nests will be located annually
and monitored to determine hatching success. A water quality study has been initiated to
moniter any changes in water guality in the shalfow waters to the cast of the Shell Key
tsland. Regular bird surveys, at least monthly, will be continued to monitor annual bird
nse and 1o determine an index to species abundance. Regular irack surveys were initiated
and will be maintained to determing mammatian species distributon and population
indices. Finally, regular sutveys of human use have been. initiated and will be continacd,
couplicd with a survey program to determine use patterns and attitudes.

As stated above, rescarch data will be gathered to assist Pinclias County in
detcrmining whether we arc meeting management objectives and (o assist us in making .
modilications in the future to the management plan, should such changes secn necessary.
Several managenient ohjeciives ate mherent:

Wildlife: Shell Key Preserve is established to preserve its important wildlife resources.
One primary resource is the preservation of critical nesting habitat for Jisted bird species,
primarily nesting shorebirds. Management efforts should scck to maintain nest Success
comparable to that found nationally for these specics. Shorchirds in natare have highly
variable nesting success from year to year and are susceptible to a wide varicty of
predators and natural forces. Literature values of about 0.5 young/nest fledged per year is
regarded as successfirl, but such success necds to be averaged over many years 10 consider
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both good and bad nesting scasons. Such a value will be considered as successfud as the
management plan is revicwed at the 5-year review date.

Repular surveys will be used to determine the success of the management plan for’
other wildlife. Indices of wintering birds, nesting turtles, and mamimals will e used to
deternmine if the current management plan is effective.  Statistical analysis of population
trend data that show negative responses during the S-year perind would indicate that the
current management plan is not mecting objectives.

Habitat: Shell Key Preserve includes many areas of irnportant habitat. Of primary
irportance are sea grass beds in the shallow waters east of Shell Key. Pinellas County has
been conducting annual sea grass monitoring in this region for many years. Such
monitoring will e continned to determine tmpacts to the grass areas. Asny significant
changes in the area of flaks covered by sea grass will indicate that cirrent management
efforts arc not meeting objectives and will canse a review of current management cfforts
to seck ways to maintain cinvent sea grass populations. In addition, habitat mapping of
the Preserve has been conducted and will be contimacd on an annual basis (o monitor for,
changes it yegetation on the islands. Although Shell Key is a very dynamic system and
vegetation changes are inherent, negalive trends such as the invasion of non-native plafis
will be used (o affect more control measures.

Recreation: The human use of sections of Shell Key are an impaortant clement to the
management plan and are to be prescrved to the extent possible. Currently, the plan
atlempts to balance both reeveation and wildlife preservation and it is Pinellas County’s
ittent to prescive recreation while proecting the valuable natural resource values through
time. To accomplish this, human use patterns within the Preserve will be continued (o be
monitored. Surveys of uses, patterns of use, and recreational satisfaction will be
conducted regularly. Such surveys will be used both Lo monilor compliance with resource
preservation objectives and satisfaction levels. 1t is the intent of the management plan to
maintain a high compliance with all natural resource objectives and to maintain & high level
of satisfaction with visitors to the Prescrve. Should compliance issues are not being met,
an ingcrease of education programs will ensue coupled by increased attention to security.
Should visitor satisfaction decrease, an effort will be made to reverse that trend within the
cxtent possible o maintain natural resource preservation objoctives.
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