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Grtrodunetion

Geographically, Pinellas County is the second smallest County in Florida and also the most
densely populated. The warm climate, coastal location, and abundance of recreational
activities have historically attracted people from across the country and from all over the world.
In order to accommodate this population, much of the County has already been developed,
and the remaining available land has become increasingly expensive. These factors affect
housing conditions, and the Housing Element assesses and analyses such existing and
projected housing conditions and needs in unincorporated Pinellas County, including some
comparisons with other Counties in the region, the State of Florida and the United States.

Never before have so many factors converged simultaneously to impact the affordability of
housing: insurance rates have risen dramatically as a result of more active hurricane seasons,
the cost of building materials increased, gas prices increased, and property taxes have
increased as a result of the increased value of houses being sold. Meanwhile, the amount of
undeveloped land has decreased, further helping to increase the cost of housing. As a result,
affordable housing is an important issue facing Pinellas County. The Element defines and
analyses existing and projected affordable housing issues in Chapter 2 followed by detailed
descriptions in Chapter 3 of housing assistance and affordable housing programs and
incentives being planned for or currently being utilized by Pinellas County.

The Housing Element also explores the idea of more sustainable approaches (i.e. smaller
housing, energy efficient housing, etc.) to help meet housing needs and affordability by
seeking to reduce some of the costs associated with housing. Finally, this Element also looks
at how Pinellas County is trying to address the issue of homelessness.
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