= Existing Conditions -

Ll Demographic and Economic Profile
While the Gateway Area is already recognized as an employment and economic center
of Pinellas County, it is also home to over 33,000 people. The 2000 Census indicates
that the Gateway Area has a large percentage of its population in the labor force age.
Compared with the countywide population, 39 percent of the residents in the Gateway
Area are between the ages of 25 and 44 years old, while countywide, 27 percent are in
this age group.

TABLE 1

Comparison of Population1 by Age Group
Gateway Area: 1990 and 2000

1990 2000

Age Group County- % Gateway % Age Group | County- % Gateway %
(in years) wide (in years) wide

>19 169,303| 20%| 5,166{ 3.1%| >19 195,198] 21%| 5,144| 2.6%
20-24 45,951] 5%| 3,184[ 6.9%| 20-24 41,432] 4%| 2,909| 7.0%
25-44 242,382| 28%| 12,539| 5.1%| 25-44 [ 251,954 27%]| 12,560{ 5.0%
45-64 172,355] 20%| 5,108| 3.0%| 45-64 [ 225,335] 24%| 6,555 2.9%

65+ 221,668]| 26%| 7,387| 3.3%| 65+ 207,563] 23%] 5,948[ 2.9%

SOURCE: U.S. Census, 2000.

! Permanent Population

The demographic composition of the Gateway Area is diverse and representative of
several income levels. Household income data show that both the Gateway Area, and
Pinellas County as a whole, have 53 percent of their households earning less than
$40,000 a year. However, the Feather Sound area (bounded by the St. Petersburg-
Clearwater International Airport to the west, eastward to Tampa Bay and north of
Ulmerton Road) has a median household income of $71,310 and a household poverty
level of 0.8 percent. In contrast, the neighboring South Highpoint area (bounded by U.S.
19 eastward to 49" Street N. and Roosevelt Boulevard southward to Ulmerton Road)
has a median household income of $29,440 and a household poverty level of 21.4
percent. The area is also home to a large number of retirees. The following table
compares the countywide population by age group to the Gateway Area to give an idea
of the demographic composition in the area.

There are currently 1,652 companies operating in the Gateway Area, employing a total
of 52,065 people. The average employment size for an Area business is 31 people. The
average yearly wage (estimated) per employee is $42,508. ' This figure is notably
higher than the countywide average yearly wage of $33,384 for the same timeframe.?

' Es202 data (estimated for 1% quarter, 2004), Pinellas County Economic Development
? Es202 data, countywide (estimated for 1% quarter 2004), Pinellas County Planning Department
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==  Housing Conditions
Housing in the Gateway Area is a mix of single and multi-family structures. Single-family
concentrations include the Highpoint area in the northwest portion of the Gateway Area,
the Mainlands along the western boundary of the Gateway Area and U.S. Highway 19,
and Feather Sound east of the Airport properties, as well as some new high-end
residential construction along Gandy Boulevard. Residential land uses make up close to
14 percent of the current land uses in the Gateway Area.

The Feather Sound residential community is located in the unincorporated County and
contains a mix of single-family homes, townhomes, and multi-family structures, as well
as significant greenspace and a golf course. These amenities, as well as the proximity
to several major transportation corridors, help to make Feather Sound a successful
residential community, and make it desirable to the City of St. Petersburg who has
expressed significant interest in annexing the community. The Mainlands is a large 65+
single-family retirement community in the City of Pinellas Park that also includes a golf
course. The community is attractive to seniors and retirees due, most likely, to more
moderate housing prices, its golf course and its sense of community. The nearby Lakes
community contains housing for families with children as well as for 65+ families. The
Highpoint community, located in the unincorporated area, is comprised largely of single-
family homes and duplexes. It is the location of an ongoing neighborhood revitalization
commitment by the County, and the City of Largo has recently expressed some interest
in annexing the community.

Multi-family housing is concentrated along the north 4™ Street corridor and the Gandy
corridor. Multi-family construction appears to be both viable and desirable in the area,
and is related to the area’s connectivity to major transportation corridors allowing for
easy access to local employers as well as employers in Hillsborough County across
Tampa Bay.

s Facilities of Countywide Significance
Facilities of countywide significance are, for the purposes of this Plan, properties owned
or managed by the County, that contain facilities or uses providing a countywide benefit.
In the Gateway Area, there are several facilities of countywide significance including the
St. Petersburg-Clearwater International Airport and associated properties under Airport
ownership, the Criminal Justice and Jail Complex (which is actually located on property
leased from the Airport), Solid Waste Operations, the proposed intermodal hub/county
road 296 connector, and the Gateway Preserve. These facilities represent a substantial
long term financial and planning commitment by the Board of County Commissioners for
a countywide purpose, and they are not uses that can be re-located.

mm  Existing Land Uses

and County Properties in the Gateway Area

The Gateway Area is comprised of just over 12,700 acres. Approximately 34 percent of
the Area is in the unincorporated County, 6 percent is in the City of Largo, 24 percent is
in the City of Pinellas Park, and 36 percent is in the City of St. Petersburg. The
predominant existing land use in the Gateway Area is Conservation/Preservation at 20
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percent. For the most part, this is represented by the regionally significant Gateway
Preserve, over 1,500 acres of pristine coastal land, recently annexed by the City of St.
Petersburg, but managed by the County as a part of the Weedon Island Preserve
system.

Public/Semi-Public uses represent the next largest percentage of existing land use at 18
percent. This is reflective of the major County facilities in the Area including the St.
Petersburg — Clearwater International Airport, the Resource Recovery Facility and
Bridgeway Acres landfill, and the Criminal Justice Complex and Jail. Other major
County properties in the Area include the Airport's Airco Golf Course, and several
smaller vacant properties. Table 1 summarizes, by acreage and type, the existing land
uses in the Gateway Area, by jurisdiction, including the acreage associated with
County-owned land. Figure 2 depicts existing land use information for the Gateway
Area. However, the pace of annexation in the Gateway Area is such that the
percentages associated with municipal versus County jurisdiction change frequently.
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